
The Centre must operation-
alise the Supreme Court’s re-
cent orders to ensure mi-
grant workers’ welfare by
reviving and expanding last
year’s Atma Nirbhar scheme
to provide free rations to
such workers and other nee-
dy people who do not have
ration cards, according to
three activists who are inter-
venors in the case in the top
court. 

They have written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and all Chief Ministers
to push for urgent imple-
mentation of the Supreme
Court orders on May 13 and
24, directing that all migrant
and stranded workers be
provided dry rations and
cooked food.

“During this time of crisis,
it is unconscionable to not
provide basic food and so-
cial security to the economi-

cally vulnerable workers of
the country,” said the letter
to the Prime Minister, writ-
ten by Anjali Bhardwaj,
Harsh Mander and Jagdeep
Chhokar. 

“At a time when the go-
vernment has record high
stock of foodgrains — 100
million tonnes as per the FCI
website — and there is acute
distress among the working
poor, this stock must be

used to provide rations to all
those in need. Food security
net must not only be restrict-
ed to ration cardholders,”
they said.

The activists also urged
the PM to ensure that the Su-
preme Court’s directions re-
garding the registration of
migrants, unorganised sec-
tor and construction work-
ers were also followed. “Ma-
ny of the actions by the
States entail fi��rst actions by
the Union government,”
they said.

In the letter to Chief Mi-
nisters of all States, the acti-
vists called for cooked food
to be provided to migrants
through community kitch-
ens as the court had direct-
ed, apart from the distribu-
tion of dry rations. They also
urged that cash transfers be
given as compensation for
the loss of livelihoods due to
lockdowns imposed by
States.
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Last year, migrant and
stranded workers were given
dry rations by the Centre.
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