
India is in contact with “va-
rious stakeholders” in Af-
ghanistan, the Ministry of
External Aff��airs (MEA) said
in response to specifi��c ques-
tions about whether the go-
vernment has opened direct
talks with the Taliban.

While the MEA did not
confi��rm the talks, which
would represent a major
shift for Indian policy, it did
not deny recent reports that
indicated that Indian securi-
ty offi��cials have exchanged
messages with several “na-
tionalist” Taliban factions,
including Mullah Abdul Gha-
ni Baradar, a member of the
Rehbari Shura, or the leader-
ship council, which includes
the Pakistan-based Taliban
accused of terrorism. 

“We are in touch with va-
rious stakeholders in pur-
suance of our long-term

commitment towards deve-
lopment and reconstruction
of Afghanistan,” said MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bag-
chi while speaking to press-
persons on Thursday, where
he referred to External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
participation at the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the Intra-Af-
ghan talks with Taliban lead-
ers in Doha last year. 

Signifi��cantly, Mr. Jaishan-
kar held a meeting with Qa-
tar National Security Adviser
Mohamed Bin Ahmed Al
Mesned on Thursday during
a transit stop in Doha bet-

ween his visits to Kuwait and
Kenya, where he said he had
discussed “developments in
the region and beyond”. The
MEA declined to respond to
a question on whether the
recent developments in the
Afghanistan talks came up
during the conversation. 

The talks appear to have
run into trouble both in Do-
ha, where the Taliban’s offi��-
cial headquarters are based,
and in Istanbul, where a
U.S.-backed process for talks
with the Taliban have been
delayed for more than two
months.

So far, India has refused to
open a direct dialogue with
the Taliban leadership. 

However, according to ex-
perts, India has reconsi-
dered its position in the af-
termath of the U.S.
announcement that it would
pull out all its troops by Sep-
tember this year. 

“The clarity over the U.S.
decision to pull out, which
could be as early as next
month, has added to the
sense of urgency for Delhi to
make these direct contacts,”
said Avinash Paliwal, an as-
sociate professor of interna-
tional relations at SOAS in
the U.K. and an author, who
had confi��rmed the Indian
outreach in a column earlier
this week.

An offi��cial, who asked not
to be named, said India’s en-
gagement with groups in Af-
ghanistan was driven by a
desire to “limit damage” to
its security interests as a re-
sult of the U.S.’s decision to
leave and the Taliban gain-
ing military strength in sev-
eral key provinces. 
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External Aff��airs Minister S. Jaishankar with Qatar National
Security Adviser Mohamed Bin Ahmed Al Mesned. * PTI
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