
The head of the interna-
tional chemical weapons
watchdog told the UN Se-
curity Council that its ex-
perts have investigated 77
allegations against Syria,
and concluded that in 17
cases chemical weapons
were likely or defi��nitely
used.

Fernando Arias called it
“a disturbing reality” that
eight years after Syria
joined the Chemical Wea-
pons Convention, which
bans the production or use
of such weapons, many
questions remain about its
initial declaration of its
weapons, stockpiles and
precursors and its ongoing
programme.

He said on Thursday
that the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons (OPCW) will
be taking up a new issue at
its next consultations with
Syria — “the presence of a
new chemical weapons
agent found in samples col-
lected in large storage con-
tainers in Sept. 2020.” 

17 cases of use
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