
Anti-terror law should not
be misused to quell dissent
or harass citizens, Supreme
Court judge Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said in an ad-
dress on Indo-U.S. legal ties.

“Criminal law, including
anti-terror legislation,
should not be misused for
quelling dissent or harass-
ment to citizens,” he stated
on Monday in a speech on
the ‘Role of the Supreme
Court in protecting the fun-
damental rights in challeng-
ing times’.

The judiciary must re-
main the fi�rst line of defence
against any move to deprive
citizens of their liberty. “Our
courts must ensure that they
continue to remain the fi�rst
line of defence against the
deprivation of liberty of citi-
zens. Deprivation of liberty
for even a single day is one
too many. We must always
be mindful of the deeper sys-

temic issues of our deci-
sions,” he observed.

Justice Chandrachud said
that some may dub the role
of the court as “judicial acti-
vism” or “judicial over-
reach”. “The Supreme Court
is a counter-majoritarian in-
stitution sworn to protect

the rights of socio-economic
minorities,” he highlighted. 

“The actions of the go-
vernment had far-reaching
eff�ects on the constitutional
rights of people, which in-
volved right to aff�ordable
healthcare, including vacci-
nation; rights of labourers,
including migrant labourers
and factory workers; right to
livelihood; and rights of pri-
soners. Many such cases of
constitutional violations
found their way to the Su-
preme Court,” he pointed
out.

As the “guardian of the
Constitution”, the Supreme
Court had to put a break
where executive or legisla-
tive actions infringed funda-
mental human rights, he as-
serted. He detailed the
court’s suo motu actions to
ensure vaccination, improve
COVID-19 management and
decongestion of prisons to
prevent the spread of the
virus.

We must be mindful of systemic issues, says SC judge 
Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI

‘Anti-terror law must not be
misused to harass people’

<> Our courts must
ensure that they
remain the fi�rst line
of defence against
the deprivation of
liberty of citizens

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
Supreme Court Judge


