
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Maldivian Presi-
dent Ibrahim Mohamed So-
lih on Wednesday “took
stock” of bilateral coopera-
tion in a telephone conversa-
tion, the Ministry of External
Aff�airs said in a statement.

Mr. Modi called the Indian
Ocean island nation the
“central pillar” of India’s
“neighbourhood policy”,
and maritime vision of Se-
curity and Growth for All in
the Region or ‘SAGAR’, the
statement said. 

The call assumes signifi�-
cance at a time when sec-
tions within the Maldives
have mounted an “#In-
diaout” campaign online,
criticising India’s engage-

ment with the Solih adminis-
tration. 

It also comes amid report-
ed tensions within the ruling
Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP), with Parliamentary
Speaker and former Presi-
dent Mohamed Nasheed, ac-
cording to Male-based me-

dia, telling party colleagues
recently that he cannot align
himself to President Solih
any more due to “ideological
diff�erences”.

Mr. Nasheed — undergo-
ing treatment in the U.K. af-
ter surviving an attempt on
his life — was not reachable
for comment. The MDP has
not commented on the deve-
lopment. 

“President Solih thanked
Prime Minister Modi for the
India’s cooperation and sup-
port in the fi�ght against the
pandemic,” the Ministry
said. India has provided
three lakh doses — two lakh
as a gift and one lakh for
commercial procurement —
of COVID-19 vaccines to the
Maldives. “Both leaders re-
viewed the progress of the

India-supported develop-
ment projects in the Mal-
dives and expressed satisfac-
tion at the rapid pace of
implementation despite the
constraints of the pandem-
ic,” the statement said. 

It made no mention of the
proposed consulate in the
Maldives’ Addu atoll, which
the Indian Cabinet cleared,
setting off� a controversy in
the island nation. India scep-
tics termed the move “hea-
vy-handed”, in the absence
of any offi�cial statement on it
from the Maldivian authori-
ties. Mr. Modi also conveyed
his congratulations to Presi-
dent Solih on the election of
Foreign Minister Abdulla
Shahid as the President of
the UN General Assembly,
the press release said. 
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Narendra Modi with
Maldivian President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih in 2019.
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