
Ahead of the monsoon ses-
sion that begins on Monday,
the Trinamool Congress has
raised the demand of bring-
ing the long-pending Wo-
men’s Reservation Bill to
Parliament. 

The Bill that seeks to re-
serve one-third of all seats
for women in the Lok Sabha
and the Legislative Assem-
blies was introduced in the
Rajya Sabha in May 2008 by
the UPA government and
was referred to a standing
committee. In 2010, it was
passed in the House and
transmitted fi�nally to the
Lok Sabha. The Bill lapsed
with the 15th Lok Sabha. 

“It’s time we bring the
Women’s Reservation Bill.
The BJP, in its election ma-
nifestos of 2014 as well as
2019, had promised to bring
in the Bill. So why have they
not delivered so far,” TMC’s
Parliamentary Party leader
in the Rajya Sabha Derek O’
Brien said on Friday. 

The TMC, among other is-
sues, would raise this in the
monsoon session, he assert-
ed. 

Mr. O’ Brien pointed out
that 41% of the party’s mem-
bers of the Lok Sabha and
36% in the Rajya Sabha were
women. In contrast, only
14% of the BJP members of
the Lok Sabha and 11% in the
Rajya Sabha were women. 
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