Detence service workers barred from strike

Ordinance notifies prison term and fines for inciting strikes declared as illegal
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The Union Law Ministry late
on Wednesday notified an
Ordinance that prohibited
employees engaged in essen-
tial defence services from
taking part in any agitation
or strike.

The Essential Defence Ser-
vices Ordinance, 2021,
comes in the backdrop of
major federations affiliated
with the 76,000 employees
of the Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB) making an an-
nouncement that they would
go on indefinite strike from
July 26 in protest against the
government’s decision to
corporatise the OFB.

The notification stated
that President Ram Nath Ko-
vind “is satisfied that circum-
stance exists for the Ordi-
nance as Parliament is not in
session”.

“Any person, who com-

Dissent not allowed: A protest in Jabalpur against the move to
privatise 41 ordnance factories. =fiLe pHOTO

mences a strike which is ille-
gal under this Ordinance or
goes or remains on, or other-
wise takes part in, any such
strike, shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a
term, which may extend to
one year, or with fine, which
may extend to ¥10,000, or
both,” the Law Ministry noti-
fication said.

The notification added

that anyone instigating or in-
citing others to take part in a
strike declared illegal under
the Ordinance shall also be
punished with imprison-
ment for a term that may ex-
tend up to two years, apart
from having to pay fines.
The gazette notification
said employees involved in
the production of defence
equipment, services and op-

eration, or maintenance of
any industrial establishment
connected with the military,
as well as those employed in
the repair and maintenance
of defence products, would
come under the purview of
the Ordinance. Following
the Cabinet decision, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
said there would be no
change in the service condi-
tions of employees of the
OFB, and the decision was
aimed at boosting India’s de-
fence manufacturing sector.

On June 16, the Union Ca-
binet approved a long-pend-
ing proposal to restructure
the nearly 200-year-old Ord-
nance Factory Board — oper-
ating 41 ammunition and
military equipment produc-
tion facilities — into seven
State-owned corporations to
improve its accountability,
efficiency and competitive-
ness.



