
Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, former Elec-
tion Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa, election strategist
Prashant Kishor, Trinamool
Congress leader Abhishek
Banerjee and Union Minis-
ters Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Prahlad Patel appeared on a
leaked list of “potential” or
actual targets for spying by
the Israeli company NSO’s
Pegasus spyware, news web-
site The Wire and other in-
ternational publications re-
ported on Monday.

Two mobile phones used
by Mr. Gandhi appeared on
the list — one was added in
2018 when he was the presi-
dent of the Congress and the
other after the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha election, according to the
reports. Numbers belonging
to at least fi�ve of Mr. Gandhi’s
close friends and other Con-
gress offi�cials, including Sa-
chin Rao and Alankar Sawai,
also fi�gured on the list,
which has the names of do-
zens of journalists, activists
and healthcare experts.

At least one number once
used by Pakistan Prime Mi-
nister Imran Khan as well as
hundreds of others in the
country also appeared on
the list.

The phones targeted were
infi�ltrated by a malicious
software called Pegasus,

which is sold by the NSO
Group. The spyware can se-
cretly unlock the target’s
phone, computer or other
devices, collect information
and transfer it to another
device without the permis-
sion of the user. The Israeli
company has said it sells Pe-
gasus only to government
agencies to fi�ght terrorism
and other serious crimes
and that it does not operate
the spyware licensed to its
clients.

Those who were targeted
in India included The Wire’s
editors Siddharth Varadara-
jan and M.K. Venu, journalist

Sushant Singh and Mr. Kish-
or, a forensic analysis found.
The phone of Mr. Kishor,
who worked with the Trina-
mool in West Bengal and the
DMK in Tamil Nadu that went
to the polls in April, was
found to have been compro-
mised as recently as July 14.

Investigations confi�rmed
the Pegasus attack, or signs
of potential targeting, on
phones linked to 10 Indian
numbers and 27 phones
around the world, according
to The Guardian.
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