
India is “using” the Finan-
cial Action Task Force
(FATF) for political designs
against Pakistan, said the Pa-
kistan Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, criticising External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
for a statement claiming cre-
dit for Pakistan’s conti-
nuance on the world body’s
watchlist. 

According to a Pakistan
MFA statement on Monday,
Mr. Jaishankar’s reported
comments made to a group
of BJP members as part of a
training workshop, “vindi-
cated” Pakistan’s repeated
accusation that India had
pushed for Pakistan’s grey
listing in 2018 for “political”
rather than “technical” rea-
sons, which continues to
date. 

“India’s credentials for as-

sessing Pakistan in FATF as
co-chair of the Joint Group
or for that matter any other
country are subject to ques-
tions, which we urge FATF to
look into,” the MFA in Isla-
mabad said, adding that the
Pakistani government was
also considering contacting
the FATF president for “ap-
propriate action”, although
it is unclear what that action
would be. 

On Sunday, news agency

ANI reported that Mr. Jaish-
ankar had addressed BJP
members as part of a series
of “e-Chintan” workshops
on Indian foreign policy
achievements under the Mo-
di government. According to
the report, Pakistan’s grey
listing for the past three
years, including the most re-
cent decision of the FATF
plenary session to keep Pa-
kistan on its “increased
monitoring” list, were cited
as the outcome of Indian ef-
forts by the Minister.

“Due to us (government),
Pakistan is under the lens of
FATF and it was kept in the
grey list. We have been suc-
cessful in pressurising Pakis-
tan and the fact that Pakis-
tan’s behaviour has changed
is because of pressure put by
India by various measures,”
Mr. Jaishankar was quoted as
saying. 
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