
India is engaging all stake-
holders in Afghanistan, in-
cluding some parts of the Ta-
liban, as part of a
“multi-track” strategy neces-
sitated by the advance of the
Taliban militants on the
ground, according to offi�cial
sources, who for the fi�rst
time confi�rmed the talks are
ongoing. The talks with the
militant group don’t dilute
India’s concerns over the Ta-
liban’s recent military gains,
and Pakistan’s support to Ta-
liban fi�ghters, but signify
that a negotiated power-
sharing agreement is now
seen as the “best case scena-
rio” for Afghanistan.

“We support the Afghan
government. We deal with
them irrespective of who is
in power. We are in constant
touch with Afghan leaders
from all ethnic backgrounds.
We have participated at the
Doha [conference inaugura-
tion] and later on also have
been in meetings [with the
Taliban]. We believe Af-
ghans deserve peace, and if
we have to be in touch with
all stakeholders and regional
countries, we will be,” the
sources explained. 

Purported hold 
According to the govern-
ment’s latest assessment,
the Taliban is attempting to
acquire territory to the
south and border posts of Af-
ghanistan, and will acceler-
ate its eff�orts to take major
cities once the U.S. com-
pletes its pull-out of troops
at the end of August. In par-
ticular, the assessment has
found that while the Taliban
holds territory considerably
less than media speculation
of “85%”, and pegs its reach
to only about “45-50%”, it is
in a position to establish
control of one or more of the

southern provinces includ-
ing Kandahar, Helmand,
Ghazni and Paktia. 

The detailed assessment
does not predict the fall of
Kabul at present, but that
the next three or four
months will be crucial to de-
cide Afghanistan’s future. 

External Aff�airs Minister
S. Jaishankar is expected to
share this perception with
U.S. Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken on Wednes-
day in Delhi, pointing out
that the U.S. air support and
international fi�nancial assis-
tance would be necessary to
stave off� the Taliban’s on-
slaught against the Afghanis-
tan National Defence and Se-
curity Forces (ANDSF),
along with a check on Pakis-
tan’s continued support to
the Taliban. He would also
discuss the outcome of his
recent visits to Doha, Dush-
anbe, Moscow, Tehran and
Tashkent, all of which fo-
cused on the situation in Af-
ghanistan and India’s con-
cerns about Pakistan’s role. 

In particular, the sources
cited recent reports from in-
ternational news agencies
and videos that showed Tali-
ban fi�ghters being treated in
Pakistani hospitals, and

identifi�ed hospitals in the
border town of Chaman and
Quetta as places where
those injured in the fi�ghting
with the ANDSF near the
border post at Spin Boldak
were brought. 

The sources said many of
those killed and injured also
held Pakistani identity
cards, which was one of the
reasons Afghanistan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani had, at a
conference in Tashkent this
month, openly blamed Isla-
mabad for failing to stop the
fl�ow of “10,000” jihadis,
who he said had entered Af-
ghanistan from Pakistan and
other countries in the past
month. 

Pressurising Pakistan
On Sunday, MEA offi�cials in-
volved in the planning of
talks during Mr. Blinken’s vi-
sit had also said they would
discuss the “the need for
sustained pressure on Pakis-
tan on terror fi�nancing and
terror havens”. 

However, it is far from
clear how much the U.S. will
be willing to criticise Pakis-
tan publicly, given that it is
deeply engaged with its mili-
tary and political leadership
on pushing the Taliban to-
wards some sort of a “face-
saving” peace agreement be-
fore the U.S. pulls out all its
troops. 

Earlier this month, the
U.S. also announced a new
connectivity ‘Quad’ com-
prising U.S.-Uzbekistan-Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan. In New
Delhi, the move is seen as
part of the U.S.’s search for a
role in Afghanistan post-pul-
lout, amidst reports that
American offi�cials are dis-
cussing acquiring a base in
Central Asia, and also nego-
tiating shelter for those in Af-
ghanistan who have helped
their forces and hence, tar-
geted by the Taliban. 
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S. Jaishankar will also talk
about his visits to Doha,
Moscow and Tashkent.
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