
Stating that the geo-strategic
location of India makes it
both a Eurasian land power
as well as a stakeholder in
the Indo-Pacifi�c, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on Wed-
nesday termed terrorism the
most serious threat to inter-
national peace and security,
while also cautioning against
non-traditional security
threats against the backdrop
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Any act of terror and

support to such acts, includ-
ing cross-border terrorism,
committed by whomsoever,
wherever and for whatever
motives, is a crime against
humanity,” Mr. Singh said
addressing the Defence Mi-
nisters’ meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) at Dush-
anbe, Tajikistan.

The pandemic had aff�ect-
ed nations, civil societies
and citizens in multiple
ways, Mr. Singh said. This
was a warning sign of how

non-traditional security
challenges like pandemics,
climate change, food securi-
ty, water security and asso-
ciated societal disruptions
could impact national and
international landscape.

“Non-traditional threats
and a new technology have
combined to form a whole
new spectrum of sub-con-
ventional security issues,”
the Minister said. These is-
sues could not be addressed
without co-operation among
nations, Mr. Singh said.
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