Atter 2 decades, US. exits key Afghan base

Bagram Airfield, which was key to U.S. war against al-Qaeda, has been handed over to Afghan forces
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KABUL

After nearly 20 years, the
U.S. military left Bagram Air-
field, the epicentre of its war
to oust the Taliban and hunt
down the al-Qaeda perpetra-
tors of the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks on America, two U.S.
officials said on Friday.

The airfield was handed
over to the Afghan National
Security and Defence Force
in its entirety, they said on
condition of anonymity.

One of the officials also
said the U.S. top commander
in Afghanistan, General Aus-
tin S. Miller, “still retains all
the capabilities and authori-
ties to protect the forces.”

Gen. Miller met Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani on
Friday and according to a Da-

Security challenges: Afghan soldiers standing guard at the

gate of the Bagram Airfield on Friday. sreuters

ri-language tweet by the pre-
sidential palace the two dis-
cussed “continued U.S.
assistance and cooperation
with Afghanistan, particular-
ly in supporting the defence

and security forces.”

U.S. President Joe Biden
on Friday said the withdra-
wal of American troops from
Afghanistan is “on track” but
it will not be completed with-

in the next few days.
Speaking to reporters at
the White House, Mr. Biden
said that some U.S. forces
will still be in Afghanistan in
September as part of a “ra-

tional drawdown with our
allies.”

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s
district administrator for Ba-
gram, Darwaish Raufi, said
the American departure was
done overnight “without any
coordination with local offi-
cials or the Governor’s of-
fice”, and as a result, early
on Friday dozens of local
looters stormed through the
unprotected gates before Af-
ghan  forces  regained
control.

The Taliban too wel-
comed the American with-
drawal from Bagram Airfield.
In a tweet by spokesman Za-
bihullah  Mujahid, they
called it a “positive step,”
urging for the “withdrawal of
foreign forces from all parts
of the country.”
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