‘Super censorship: MPs’
panel grills Ministry

Bill will allow government to order recertification of films

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Standing Committee on
Information and Technology
headed by Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, at a meeting
on Tuesday, grilled the Mi-
nistry of Information and
Broadcasting on the “super
censorship” clause intro-
duced in the draft Cinemato-
graph (Amendment) Bill
2021.

The committee members,
according to sources, asked
the Ministry to explain the
“reasons” and “motivation”
for introducing the provi-
sion which allows the go-
vernment to order recertifi-
cation for a film already
certified by the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC). This was the first
meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Panel on the Bill.

The Ministry officials,
sources said, were at pains
to explain. “They claimed
that the Bill has been misun-
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derstood and that the Minis-
try itself will have no pow-
ers to censor any film. The
Bill only allows the Ministry
to return the film for recerti-
fication,” one of the mem-
bers said on condition of
anonymity. Ministry offi-
cials also said that the
clause would only be in-
voked if the content of a film
impinged on security and
integrity of the nation.

Not satisfied with the ex-
planation, the members
asked why, when there were

existing penal provisions to
deal with such a situation,
did the Ministry felt it neces-
sary to incorporate this in
the Bill. “If any person or
group feels that a film or part
of it hurts their sentiment or
imperils the country, they
can go to court. Our basic
question was why should
this power to adjudicate be
vested with a bureaucrat,”
another member said.

The members, sources
said, also pointed to the Su-
preme Court order passed in
2000 that the government
could not exercise revisional
powers on films already cer-
tified by the CBFC.

The Bill was placed in the
public domain till July 2 in-
viting comments.

Filmmakers across the
country has slammed the
Bill, with veteran filmmaker
Adoor Gopalkrishnan call-
ing it an attempt by the go-
vernment to bring in “super
censorship”.
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