New platform maps Pegasus spread

‘Spyware used on
activists in Bhima
Koregaon case’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

An online database on spy-
ware Pegasus’ use was re-
cently launched by Forensic
Architecture, Amnesty Inter-
national and Citizen Lab to
document attacks against
human rights defenders.

In a statement on July 3,
Amnesty said the interactive
platform — Digital Violence:
How the NSO Group Enables
State Terror — showed the
connections between ‘digital
violence’ of Pegasus spyware
and the real-world harms
faced by lawyers, activists,

With Pegasus spyware,
an attacker can access all
details on a person's phone.
and other civil
figures.

Amnesty said the NSO
Group, which makes the spy-
ware, was a “major player in
the shadowy surveillance
company” and Pegasus had
been used in some of the
“most insidious digital at-

society

tacks” on human rights acti-
vists in the world.

The spyware enabled an
attacker to get complete ac-
cess to a person’s phone, it
stated.

“The investigation reveals
the extent to which the digi-
tal domain we inhabit has
become the new frontier of
human rights violations, a
site of state surveillance and
intimidation that enables
physical violations in real
space,” said Shourideh C.
Molavi, Forensic Architec-
ture’s researcher in charge.

Bhima Koregaon case

The platform, available at
digitalviolence.org, lists out
“targets” of the spyware in
India that include activists

Bela Bhatia and Anand Tel-
tumbde.

In 2020, Amnesty and Ci-
tizen Lab revealed that the
spyware was used on nine
human rights defenders who
were accused in the Bhima
Koregaon case.

“The spyware campaign...
targeted lawyers and acti-
vists Nihalsing B. Rathod,
Degree Prasad Chouhan,
Yug Mohit Choudhary and
Ragini Ahuja; academics Par-
tho Sarothi Ray and P.K. Vi-
jayan; a journalist who pref-
ers to stay anonymous; and a
human rights collective - Jag-
dalpur Legal Aid Group (JA-
GLAG), received malicious e-
mails on the group’s official
ID,” a blog post by Amnesty
on June 15, 2020, said.


mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight

mathan
Highlight




