
The Supreme Court on Tues-
day warned Parliament that
the nation is losing patience
with the advent of criminals
in politics even as it imposed
fi�nes on major political par-
ties, including the BJP and
the Congress, for covering
up from voters the criminal
past of the candidates they
fi�elded in the Bihar Assemb-
ly poll last year.

The court had directed
political parties to publish
the criminal history, if any,
of their election candidates
on the homepage of their
websites under the caption
‘Candidates with criminal
antecedents’ within 48
hours of their selection.

‘Nation losing patience’
“The nation continues to
wait, and is losing patience.
Cleansing the polluted
stream of politics is obvious-
ly not one of the immediate
pressing concerns of the le-
gislative branch of the go-
vernment,” a Bench consist-
ing of Justices Rohinton F.
Nariman and B.R. Gavai told

the lawmakers. 
Justice Nariman, who

authored the 71-page judg-
ment based on a plea by ad-
vocate Brajesh Singh, said
the Supreme Court’s repeat-
ed appeals to legislators to
amend the law to weed out
the criminals amidst them
had fallen on deaf ears.

The court said it did not
take political parties much
time to fl�out its February
2020 judgment, which di-
rected them to prominently
publish the criminal antece-
dents of their candidates in

newspapers and on social
media accounts, including
Twitter and Facebook.

Eight months from the Fe-
bruary judgment, in the run-
up to the Bihar Assembly
election in October-Novem-
ber last year, these parties
had already subverted the
verdict by either publishing
inadequate information
about their candidates’ cri-
minal antecedents or by cle-
verly printing them in ob-
scure newspapers.
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