
There’s every chance of visi-
tors to the Hirakud reservoir
in western Odisha bumping
into the large numbers of
cattle growing in the wild
there for over 60 years. 

The Odisha Forest and En-
vironment Department is all
set to begin ‘Island Odyssey’
and ‘Hirakud Cruise’ ecotou-
rism packages for tourists to
islands inside the reservoir
when COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted. ‘Cattle island’, one
of three islands in the Hira-
kud reservoir, has been se-

lected as a sight-seeing desti-
nation. 

When large numbers of
people were displaced from
their villages when the Hira-
kud dam was constructed on
the Mahanadi river in 1950s,

villagers could not take their
cattle with them. They left
their cattle behind in desert-
ed villages. 

As the area started to sub-
merge following the dam’s
construction, the cattle

moved up to Bhujapahad, an
elevated place in the Telia
Panchayat under Lakhanpur
block of Jharsuguda district.
Subsequently named ‘Cattle
island’, the piece of land is
surrounded by a vast sheet
of water.

Hirakud Divisional Forest
Offi�cer (DFO) Anshu Pragyan
Das said, “The cattle show
wild characteristics. They
are not ferocious, but shy. If
a person comes near, the
animals just run away. When
the Hirakud cruise begins,
tourists will get to see these
cattle from a distance. We
are not going to disturb the
cattle population.” Ms. Das
said the ecotourism project
will be run with the involve-
ment of local fi�sher families.

Odisha plans ‘odyssey’ to wild cattle island
Hirakud reservoir
to open for
ecotourism

Born free: Some of the wild cattle living on an island in the
middle of the Hirakud reservoir. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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