‘Permit import
of crushed
GM soy seeds’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

After facing losses due to
the pandemic, the poultry
industry is demanding that
the Union government per-
mit the import of crushed
genetically-modified (GM)
soy seeds for captive con-
sumption of farmers.
Misinformation regard-
ing the link between poul-
try and avian flu outbreaks,
COVID-19 restrictions and
natural calamities, sky-
rocketing prices of raw ma-
terials like soybean (which
constitutes 25% of poultry
feed) and maize (which
constitutes 60%) in the last
one year have only com-
pounded the woes of poul-
try farmers. “COVID-19 led
to an initial depletion of de-
mand in chicken products
due to false news about the
link between the virus and
poultry products,” said C.
Vasanthkumar, president,
Poultry Farmers and
Breeders Association, Mah-
arashtra. The association
urged the Union and the
State government for non-
fiscal and fiscal relief mea-
sures. An important non-
fiscal measure is for the go-
vernment to allow import
of crushed GM soy seeds.
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