Campaign for one million
soak pits in 100 days

Ministry asks States to set own targets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Jal Shakti Ministry has
launched a campaign to
create a million soak pits in
villages across the country
over the next 100 days, to
help manage grey water and
prevent the clogging of wa-
terbodies. Though the Cen-
tral government does not
have any comprehensive es-
timate of the total number
of soak pits needed country-
wide, the States have been
asked to develop their own
targets.

“The household or com-
munity soak pit is the sim-
plest solution for grey water
management,” said Addi-
tional Secretary Arun Baro-
ka, who heads the flagship
Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM). “With modernisa-
tion, people feel that the on-
ly solution is to have drains
for waste water, which is
then dumped in a common
village pond. However, that
is not the best solution for
most villages which are gen-
erally dry, where grey water
can be safely and inexpen-
sively filtered through a
soak pit,” he said. A house-
hold soak pit could be con-
structed for T3000-5000 in
most cases, he noted.

The Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion’s first phase was to
achieve open defecation
free (ODF) status by con-
structing a toilet in every ru-
ral household and persuad-
ing all villagers to use it. The
second phase, termed
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Grey water can be safely and
inexpensively filtered
through a soak pit.

ODF+, aims to sustain and
extend these sanitation
gains by focusing on solid
and liquid waste
management.

‘Sujalam’ campaign
Unlike the toilet construc-
tion phase, however, where
targets were uniform across
the country, the second
phase has required a more
nuanced approach. In a let-
ter to the States regarding
the launch of the 100-day
‘Sujalam’ campaign on Wed-
nesday, Mr. Baroka asked
them to “develop ambitious
and measurable targets” of
their own. In regions such as
Punjab where the water ta-
ble was high, the soak pit
would not be viable. So,
there was no nationwide es-
timate of the number of pits
required.

A dashboard would be
made public within the next
two weeks to enable proper
monitoring of ODF+ work,
he stated.
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