Indian firm to build a bridge in the Maldives

Link to improve
connectivity
between islands

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

The contract for the largest-
ever infrastructure project in
the Maldives was signed in
Male on Thursday. The Grea-
ter Male Connectivity Pro-
ject (GMCP) will consist of a
6.74-km-long bridge and cau-
seway link between Male
and the nearby islands of
Villingli, Gulhifalhu and Thi-
lafushi. Indian construction
giant AFCONS has been
tasked with completing the
project.

“Delighted that the con-
tract for the Greater Male
Connectivity - Male to Thila-
fushi Link Project has been
signed between the Ministry
of National Planning, Hous-
ing and Infrastructure and
AFCONS Infrastructure Ltd.
This is a defining moment in
the development journey of
the Maldives,” said Abdulla
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Shahid, Foreign Minister of
the Maldives. He described
the project as an “enduring
tribute to the strong Mal-
dives-India partnership”.
The signing ceremony
was attended by Mohamed
Aslam, Minister for National
Planning and Infrastructure;
Faiyyaz Ismail, Minister for
Economic  Development;

Ibrahim Ameer, Minister for
Finance; and Minister for
Transport Aishath Nahula.
Indian High Commissioner
Sanjay Sudhir and senior re-
presentatives from AFCONS
represented the Indian side.
AFCONS is known for its “ex-
treme engineering” projects
that also include the Chenab
Railway Bridge.

The project is funded by a
grant of $100 million and a
line of credit of $400 million
from India.

The GMCP project would
be bigger than the Sinamale
Bridge built with Chinese as-
sistance that connects Male
with Hulhumale and Hulhule
and was completed in 2018.
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