
Parliament on Thursday
passed the Essential Defence
Services Bill, 2021, that pro-
hibits strikes by workers in
manufacturing and mainte-
nance of defence equip-
ment, as well as the Commis-
sion for Air Quality
Management in National
Capital Region and Adjoin-
ing Areas Bill, 2021, which
sets up a statutory body for
handling air pollution in the
NCR.

The two Bills, which were
passed by the Lok Sabha ear-
lier this week, were cleared
by the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day amid din. 

The Upper House also
passed the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Amendment) Bill, 2021,
which amends the list of STs
in Arunachal Pradesh.

The three Bills were
passed after brief discus-
sions, while the Opposition
continued to protest against
the government over the al-
leged use of Pegasus spy-
ware on Indians and in sup-
port of its demand for repeal
of the three farm laws passed
last year.

The Constitution (Sche-

duled Tribes) Order (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021, which seeks
to amend the constitutional
list of Scheduled Tribes as
recommended by Arunachal
Pradesh was passed in 12 mi-
nutes. It was passed by voice
vote amidst shrill protests
from Opposition members
on the Pegasus spyware. 

“This Bill will bring justice
to tribals,” Tribal Aff�airs Mi-
nister Arjun Munda said.

Stubble burning
On the commission for air
quality management Bill,
several MPs raised concerns
over a clause that they said
would penalise farmers for
burning stubble. 

In his response, Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav said penalty would
not be imposed on farmers
and that stubble burning had
been decriminalised.

During the discussion on
the Essential Defence Servic-
es Bill, 2021, Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge said new precedents
were being set. He said the
Bill was included in the addi-
tional agenda and was not
earlier supposed to be
brought in this session.
There was an attempt to get
the Bill passed through any
means, taking “advantage”
of the ruckus in the House.
He said the Bill sought to de-
nationalise defence manu-
facturing and maintenance
and should be sent to a se-
lect committee. 

Elamaram Kareem of the
CPI(M) moved a statutory re-
solution against the Bill and
termed it “draconian”.

For his part, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh said the
Bill did not impede the right
to “peaceful protest”. 
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Congress MP Mallikarjun
Kharge speaking in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday. * PTI
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