
Russian President Vladimir
Putin will join the open de-
bate on maritime security
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will preside over on
Monday at the U.N. Security
Council as India holds the
Presidency for the month.
The Embassy of India in Rus-
sia has announced that Presi-
dent Putin will participate in
the event through video
conference.

The participation of world
leaders in the session is part
of the broader global mes-
sage about the consensus ov-
er India providing leadership
of the UNSC as the world
deals with confl�icts in Af-
ghanistan, Myanmar and Ye-
men among others. .

The current stint is the
eighth time that India has
held the Presidency of the
top U.N. body. Yet out of all
the tenures, it is the fi�rst in
1950-51 that left lasting les-
sons about how diffi�cult in-
ternational aff�airs can be at
the level of the chair of the
President.

It was in 1950-51 that the
issue of Kashmir took a criti-
cal turn at the Security Coun-
cil which took the Indian de-
legation by surprise. India
was still struggling with the
initial phase of freedom and
the Kashmir issue had
opened up almost imme-
diately with the war of 1947-
48. The issue arrived at the
UN on January 1, 1948 as In-
dia urged the UNSC to dis-
cuss the battle that began

with the invasion of tribal ir-
regulars from Pakistan. 

The Indian submission
marked the origin of the
“Jammu and Kashmir Ques-
tion”. The title of the dispute
was changed on January 22,
1948 to “The India-Pakistan

Question”. 
The period from 1948 to

1951 was heated as far as the
Kashmir issue was con-
cerned as there was little
fl�exibility on display by eith-
er India or Pakistan as the
UN involvement through the
fi�rst UN Representative
Owen Dixon failed to resolve
the situation.

In this backdrop, on
March 30, 1951, the UNSC
took up an Anglo-American
resolution on Kashmir and
laid out a process of contin-
uation that would give the
Kashmir issue a long shelf
life at the UNSC where it was
formally taken up last time in
1971 before the August 2019
discussion on the issue by
China in the backdrop of In-
dia’s abrogation of Article

370 by the government of
Prime Minister Modi.

What was particularly em-
barrassing about the 1951 re-
solution was that the Kash-
mir issue concerned the
President of the UNSC — In-
dia — and yet neither the U.S.
nor the U.K. hesitated from
going ahead with it. The Re-
solution 91 decided to re-
place the United Nations
Commission for India and
Pakistan (UNCIP) with UN-
MOGIP (UN Military Obser-
ver Group in India and Pakis-
tan). It also decided to
appoint a UN Representative
for India and Pakistan in con-
tinuation of the role of Sir
Owen Dixon. 

The second decision al-
most institutionalised the
Kashmir issue in the U.N.
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