Covishield-Covaxin mix gives
better protection, says ICMR

18 persons from U.P., who inadvertently got the combination, were studied
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A combination of Covishield
and Covaxin elicits better
immunogenicity than two
doses of the same vaccine,
the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) said on
Sunday.

The council released its
findings which suggest that
immunisation with a combi-
nation of an adenovirus vec-
tor platform-based vaccine
followed by an inactivated
whole virus vaccine was not
only safe but also elicited
better immunogenicity.

The immunisation pro-
gramme against COVID-19 in
India started with two vac-
cines — AstraZeneca’s ChA-
dOx1-nCov-19 (named Cov-
ishield in India) and
inactivated whole virion
BBVI152 (Covaxin). A homo-
logous  prime-boost  ap-
proach was followed.

However, 18 individuals in
Uttar Pradesh, under the na-
tional programme, inadver-
tently received Covishield as
the first jab and Covaxin as
the second. In its study, the
ICMR compared the safety

immune response generated by mixing doses of Covishield and Covaxin

Shot ready: A health worker preparing a
jab of Covaxin during a vaccination camp in
Ahmedabad on Sunday. = Arp

and immunogenicity profile
of these persons against that
of individuals receiving only
one of the vaccines — either
Covishield or Covaxin.

Pre-print report

The pre-print report titled
“Serendipitous = COVID-19
Vaccine-Mix in Uttar Pra-
desh, India: Safety and Im-
munogenicity Assessment of
a Heterologous Regime,” has
not been certified by peer re-
view and should not be used
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both groups
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generated in
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in individuals who
received both doses of

the same vaccine. 40 vaccine

to guide clinical practice, the
council said.

It, however, maintained
that the findings have an im-
portant implication for the
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme wherein heterolo-
gous immunisation will pave
the way for induction of im-
proved and better protection
against the variant strains of
SARS-CoV-2.
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