
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Sunday said police
stations pose the “highest
threat” to human rights and
dignity, which are
“sacrosanct”.

“The threat to human
rights and bodily integrity is
the highest in police sta-
tions... Going by recent re-
ports, even the privileged
are not spared third-degree
treatment,” the Chief Justice
said. Custodial torture and
police atrocities still prevail
despite constitutional gua-
rantees, he said.

Lack of eff�ective legal re-
presentation at police sta-
tions is a huge detriment to
arrested or detained per-
sons. The fi�rst hours of ar-
rest or detention often de-
cide the fate of the case for
the accused, the CJI said. He
was speaking at the release
of the National Legal Servic-
es Authority’s legal services
app and vision statement at
Vigyan Bhavan.

Chief Justice Ramana had
a word of advice for his fel-
low judges. He noted that if
the judiciary wants to gain

the trust of the poor and the
vulnerable, it has to assure
the marginalised that it ex-
ists for them.

For the longest time, he
noted, the vulnerable sec-
tions have lived outside the
system of justice. “If judici-
ary wants to garner the faith
of the citizens, we have to
make everyone feel assured
that we exist for them,” the
CJI said. 
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