
The Forest Department has
apprised the Madras High
Court of the laborious pro-
cess and diffi�culties in identi-
fying, notifying and restoring
elephant corridors in the Nil-
giris district. The Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) and Chief Wildlife
Warden also informed the
court about corridors that
had been identifi�ed but were
yet to be notifi�ed, and how
any move to evict encroach-
ers leads to displacement of
many people and triggers se-
rious law and order issues. 

Chief Justice Sanjib Baner-
jee and Justice P.D. Audikesa-
valu were told that three for-
est divisions (Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve, the Nilgiris
and Gudalur) in Nilgiris dis-
trict had elephant corridors.
Of them, MTR division had
one notifi�ed corridor — Sigur
Plateau; and two identifi�ed
but yet to be notifi�ed corri-
dors — MTR-Mukurthi Na-

tional Park-Silent Valley Na-
tional Park and MTR-Moyar
Valley-Sathyamangalam Tig-
er Reserve. 

A G.O. was issued on Au-
gust 31, 2010 notifying the Si-
gur Plateau corridor spread
over 3,413.73 hectares and it
was upheld by the High
Court. However, since a big
chunk of the notifi�ed corri-
dor consisted of private
lands on which resorts and
guest houses had been built,
the matter was taken on ap-
peal to the Supreme Court
which appointed an inquiry
committee. The three-mem-
ber committee, led by retired
High Court judge K. Venkata-
raman, received 226 claims/
objections to the notifi�ca-
tion. While those objections
were being scrutinised, the
tenure of the committee end-

ed on July 31. The committee
has now requested the go-
vernment to extend its te-
nure up to April 2022 to com-
plete the inquiry and based
on its recommendations, ap-
propriate action would be ta-
ken, the PCCF said. 

The status report was fi�led
in response to a PIL petition
fi�led by activist S. Muralidha-
ran. As far as the two identi-
fi�ed but yet-to-be notifi�ed
corridors were concerned,
the PCCF (and chief wildlife
warden) Shekhar Kumar Ni-
raj said the MTR-Mukurthi
National Park-Silent Valley
National Park corridor was
approximately 3 km wide
and 17 km long. The migrat-
ing pachyderms encounter
multiple tea estates, villages
and towns while travelling
on this corridor. Similarly,
the 35-km-long MTR-Moyar
Valley-Sathyamangalam Tig-
er Reserve corridor too pass-
es through villages. High ten-
sion electricity lines traverse
through this corridor bet-
ween Moyar village and Bha-
vanisagar dam posing grave
threat to animals. Though
the residents had been de-
manding a bridge across
Moyar river in the border of
Mudumalai and Sathyaman-
galam Tiger Reserves, its ef-
fect on the ecosystem and
elephant migration had to be

analysed, the offi�cer said.
Providing a list of inter-

ventions required with re-
gard to the two identifi�ed
corridors, the PCCF said a
committee on the lines of
one that had been formed for
fi�nalisation of Sigur plateau
corridor could be formed for
notifying these two corridors
too. 

As far as the Nilgiris forest
division was concerned, Mr.
Niraj said the Wildlife Trust
of India, in its research study
titled ‘Right of Passage: Ele-
phant Corridors of India’,
had not offi�cially recorded
any corridor in this division
because the corridors here
were fragmented and discon-
tinuous in status due to plan-
tations .

Stating that heavy vehicu-
lar traffi�c on two main ghat
roads (Coonoor and Kotagiri
ghat roads), the steep cut-
tings that had been made for
laying the roads and the oc-
cupation of the land on eith-
er side of the road were the
main obstacles for the move-
ment of the elephants, the
PCCF said better access
could be provided in the
shape of a corridor for the
elephants to use the Coo-
noor and Kallar rivers in this
forest division.

“Hence, a detailed re-
search study is need in the

upper Nilgiris to identify the
elephant migratory routes
and seasonal migratory
paths,” his status report
read. 

On Gudalur forest divi-
sion, he said, it had as many
as 11 local elephant corri-
dors. However, since Guda-
lur taluk lies in the foothills
of the Nigiris and was sand-
wiched between MTR and
New Amarambalam Sanctu-
ary in Kerala, the demand for
land had led to fragmenta-
tion of Gudalur forests
spread over 2,544.626 hec-
tares. . “Since forests in Gu-
dalur are fragmented and
the habitat degraded, ele-
phants roam in search of
food and water outside forest
areas. The major factor for
quality degradation is en-
croachment in forest lands,”
the PCCF said. Stating that
fresh attempts to encroach
forest lands were being pre-
vented through constant
monitoring by special teams
of the Forest Department,
Mr. Niraj told the court that
necessary action had been
initiated by the respective
District Forest Offi�cers for
restoring the elephant corri-
dors in Coimbatore and the
Nilgiris districts in co-ordina-
tion with the respective dis-
trict administration and vo-
luntary organisations.

‘Necessary action being taken to restore elephant corridors’ 

The court was told that
three forest divisions had
elephant corridors.
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