
Climate change could push
more than 200 million peo-
ple to leave their homes in
the next three decades and
create migration hot spots
unless urgent action is taken
to reduce global emissions
and bridge the development
gap, a World Bank report has
found.

The second part of the
Groundswell report pu-
blished on Monday exa-
mined how the impacts of
slow-onset climate change,
such as water scarcity, de-
creasing crop productivity
and rising sea levels, could
lead to millions of what it de-
scribes as “climate mi-
grants” by 2050 under three
diff�erent scenarios with va-
rying degrees of climate ac-
tion and development. 

Under the most pessimis-
tic scenario, with a high level
of emissions and unequal
development, the report fo-
recasts up to 216 million pe-
ople moving within their
own countries across the six
regions analysed. Those re-
gions are Latin America;
North Africa; Sub-Saharan
Africa; Eastern Europe and
Central Asia; South Asia; and
East Asia and the Pacifi�c. 

In the most climate-
friendly scenario, with a low
level of emissions and inclu-
sive, sustainable develop-
ment, the world could still
see 44 million people being
forced to leave their homes. 

The fi�ndings “reaffi�rm the
potency of climate to induce
migration within countries,”
said Viviane Wei Chen Cle-
ment, a senior climate
change specialist at the
World Bank and one of the
report’s authors.

Most vulnerable region
In the worst-case scenario,
Sub-Saharan Africa — the
most vulnerable region due
to desertifi�cation, fragile
coastlines and the popula-
tion’s dependence on agri-
culture — would see the most
migrants, with up to 86 mil-
lion people moving within
national borders.

North Africa, however, is
predicted to have the largest
proportion of climate mi-
grants, with 19 million peo-
ple moving, equivalent to
roughly 9% of its population,
due mainly to increased wa-
ter scarcity in northeastern
Tunisia, northwestern Alge-
ria, western and southern
Morocco, and the central At-
las foothills, the report said. 

In South Asia, Bangladesh
is particularly aff�ected by
fl�ooding and crop failures,
accounting for almost half of
the predicted climate mi-
grants, with 19.9 million peo-
ple, including an increasing
number of women, moving
by 2050 under the pessimis-
tic scenario.

“This is our humanitarian
reality right now and we are
concerned this is going to be
even worse, where vulnera-
bility is more acute,” said
Prof. Maarten van Aalst, di-
rector of the International
Red Cross Red Crescent Cli-
mate Centre, who wasn’t in-
volved with the report.

Many scientists say the
world is no longer on track
to the worst-case scenario
for emissions. But even un-
der a more moderate scena-
rio, Mr. van Aalst said many
impacts are occurring faster
than expected, “including
the extremes we are expe-
riencing, as well as potential
implications for migration
and displacement.”
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Alarming situation: A fl�ood-aff�ected family on a boat in
Morigaon district of Assam, in this fi�le photo. * AP

Climate change could cause
216 mn to migrate: World Bank


