
Nearly 21 months after the
Personal Data Protection Bill
was referred to a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee, sourc-
es said that work on the re-
port will have to start afresh
under the new chairman and
BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary. 

In a meeting held on Wed-
nesday, after a gap of more
than nine months, many
members argued that the
committee should not waste
any more time and should fi�-
nalise the draft report it had
agreed on after a year-long
deliberation.

The Personal Data Protec-
tion Bill was introduced in
the Lok Sabha in December

2019 and soon after referred
to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee, which was then
headed by BJP leader Mee-
nakshi Lekhi. The commit-
tee got its fi�fth extension in
the monsoon session in July
this year and has now been
asked to submit the report
by the winter session of Par-
liament that is expected to
be called in the third week of
November. 

Ms. Lekhi and four other
committee members were
inducted into the Council of
Ministers in the recent resh-
uffl�e, following which Mr.
Chaudhary took over as the
chairperson. Sources said
that Ms. Lekhi had fi�nalised a
draft report but did not cir-

culate it to the members. 
“There is no point going

through the motions again.
We had a 90-minute debate
on this, at the end of which it
was decided that the deliber-
ations that we have had so
far will be recorded but a
fresh draft of the report will
be prepared,” one of the
members said. 

The call for a data protec-
tion Bill in the country has
been growing stronger amid
growing threat of data
breaches due to a sharp in-
crease in cyber crime. In
May this year, two major
fi�rms — Air India and Jubilant
FoodWorks — witnessed “se-
curity incidents” that put
consumer data at risk.
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