
With most Indians now evac-
uated from Afghanistan, the
Government of India on
Thursday said its “primary
and immediate” concern
was to curb any terrorism
threat to India emanating
from Afghanistan under the
Taliban-led regime. 

Responding to questions
on the reasoning and nature
of the meeting between the
Indian Ambassador to Qatar
and the chief of the Taliban
political offi�ce in Doha, the
Ministry of External Aff�airs
(MEA) repeated that the
meeting had been requested
by the Taliban, and it would
neither confi�rm nor deny
whether India still consi-
dered the group a terrorist
organisation. 

“Let us just treat the Doha
meeting for what it is... it’s
just a meeting. These are ve-
ry early days,” MEA spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi said
when asked if India could
consider recognising the Ta-
liban government, which, of-
fi�cials said, is likely to be an-
nounced soon. “We used the
opportunity to convey our
concerns, whether it was on
getting people out [from Af-
ghanistan], or on anti-Indian
terror-related activities. We
received a positive res-
ponse,” he said. 

Mr. Bagchi, however, did

not reply to a question about
the Haqqani Network, which
is among the UN-designated
terror groups and a key Tali-
ban constituent. 

Haqqani issue
Deputy leader of the Taliban
Sirajuddin Haqqani is be-
lieved to be responsible for a
number of attacks on the In-
dian Embassy and consu-
lates in Afghanistan, even a
suicide bombing in 2008 in
which Indian diplomats
were among 58 people
killed, and the attack on
Gurdwara Har Rai Saheb in
Kabul in 2020, in which 25
people were killed. The Haq-
qani Network is believed to
have collaborated with the
Islamic State of Khorasan
Province (ISKP) in carrying
out the attack on the gurd-
wara, according to the Af-
ghan intelligence agency
NDS at the time. 

While Taliban interlocu-
tor Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanekzai, who had sought
the meeting with the Ambas-
sador to Qatar, Deepak Mit-
tal, on Tuesday, is slated to
be the Foreign Minister of
the new Afghan govern-
ment, New Delhi will watch
with concern the role played
by the Haqqani leadership. 

Asked why the Taliban
had asked for the meeting,
Mr. Bagchi said he “pres-
umed that the Taliban want-
ed to reach out to all coun-
tries which have interests,
and are relevant”. “Without
thinking, we would not have
taken such a step [meeting
the Taliban]. Our main,
primary and immediate con-
cern is that the Afghan soil
should not be used for anti-
Indian activities or terror ac-
tivities. This is our focus.” 
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