
In a move that could have
ramifi�cations for the free
passage of both military and
commercial vessels in the
South China Sea, Chinese
authorities said on Sunday
they will require a range of
vessels “to report their infor-
mation” when passing
through what China sees as
its “territorial waters”, start-
ing from September 1.

Over $5 trillion trade pass-
es through the South China
Sea, and 55% of India’s trade
pass through its waters and
the Malacca Straits, accord-
ing to estimates by India’s
Ministry of External Aff�airs
(MEA). China claims under a
so-called “nine dash line” on
its maps most of the South
China Sea’s waters, which
are disputed by several oth-
er countries, including the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malay-
sia and Indonesia. 

While it remains unclear
how, whether, and where
China plans to enforce this
new regulation starting
Wednesday, the Maritime
Safety Administration said
in a notice “operators of sub-
mersibles, nuclear vessels,
ships carrying radioactive
materials and ships carrying
bulk oil, chemicals, liquefi�ed
gas and other toxic and
harmful substances are re-
quired to report their de-
tailed information upon
their visits to Chinese terri-
torial waters,” the Commu-
nist Party-run Global Times
reported.

The newspaper quoted
observers as saying “such a
rollout of maritime regula-
tions are a sign of stepped-
up eff�orts to safeguard Chi-
na’s national security at sea
by implementing strict rules
to boost maritime identifi�ca-
tion capability.”

The notice said in addi-

tion to those vessels, any
vessel deemed to “endanger
the maritime traffi�c safety of
China” will also be required
to report its information,
which would include their
name, call sign, current po-
sition next port of call, and
estimated time of arrival.
The vessels will also have to
submit information on the
nature of goods and cargo
dead weight. “After entering
the Chinese territorial sea, a
follow-up report is not re-
quired if the vessel’s auto-
matic identifi�cation system
is in good condition. But if
the automatic identifi�cation
system does not work pro-
perly, the vessel should re-
port every two hours until it
leaves the territorial sea,”
the notice said.

The Global Times noted
the Maritime Safety Admi-
nistration “has the power to
dispel or reject a vessel’s en-
try to Chinese waters if the
vessel is found to pose threat
to China’s national security.”

How China will enforce
these rules remains to be
seen, and in which waters of
the sea. Indian commercial
vessels as well as ships of the
Indian Navy regularly tra-
verse the waters of the South
China Sea, through which
pass key international sea
lanes. While China claims
most of its waters, marked
by the “nine dash line” on its
maps, Indian offi�cials say

Beijing has generally only
sought to enforce its claims
in response to the passage of
foreign military vessels not
in the entire sea but in the
territorial waters around the
islands, reefs and other fea-
tures, some artifi�cially con-
structed, that China claims. 

‘Nine dash line’
The “nine dash line” is
deemed by most countries
as being inconsistent with
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), which only gives
states the right to establish a
territorial sea up to 12 nauti-
cal miles. The requirements
of the latest notice will also
be seen as being inconsis-
tent with UNCLOS, which
states that ships of all coun-
tries “enjoy the right of inno-
cent passage through the ter-
ritorial sea”.

The MEA told Parliament
in 2017 in response to a
question on India’s trade in
the South China Sea that ov-
er US$ 5 trillion global trade
passes through its sea lanes
and “over 55% of India’s
trade passes through South
China Sea and Malacca
Straits.” “Peace and stability
in the region is of great sig-
nifi�cance to India. India un-
dertakes various activities,
including cooperation in oil
and gas sector, with littoral
states of South China Sea,”
the MEA said.

‘55% of India’s trade via South China Sea, the Malacca Straits’
Ananth Krishnan

Keeping watch: The USS Ronald Reagan and USS Nimitz in
formation in the South China Sea, in this fi�le photo. * AP

China to require foreign vessels
to report in ‘territorial waters’ 

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight

M Palani murugan IAS
Highlight




