
After a gap of over three
years, a case of the zoonotic
Nipah virus infection was re-
ported in Kozhikode district
of Kerala on Sunday morn-
ing, with the death of a 12-
year-old boy from Pazhoor,
near Chathamangalam, at a
private hospital.

State Health Minister Vee-
na George told the media
that a contact list of 188 per-
sons, a majority of them
healthcare workers, had
been prepared. “A total of 20
of them, termed high-risk
contacts, are being shifted to
the Government Medical
College Hospital, Kozhikode
(MCH). Two of the health-
care workers — at the MCH
and a private hospital — are
symptomatic,” she said. Oth-
ers were under isolation. 

Kozhikode is reporting
the deadly infection for the
second time in three years.
Eighteen lab-confi�rmed cas-
es and seven suspected ones
were reported from the dis-
trict in May-June 2018. A
couple of the infected per-
sons were from the nearby
Malappuram district. There
were 16 lab-confi�rmed
deaths and seven suspected
deaths. Two persons sur-
vived the infection. 

One more infection and
recovery was reported from
Ernakulam in June 2019. 

The virus is transmitted to

people from animals and
can also be passed on
through contaminated food
or directly from person-to-
person. Fruit bats are consi-
dered to be a natural reser-
voir of the virus. Symptoms
include acute encephalitis
and respiratory illnesses.

Multiple hospitals
The Minister said the boy
was initially taken to a priv-
ate clinic at Eranjimavu with
fever and other symptoms
on August 29. He was taken

to two private hospitals on
August 31, before being shift-
ed to the MCH. He spent
around 20 hours at the MCH
and was again shifted to
another private hospital on
September 1. Alert staff� at
the private hospital, who
suspected the infection to be
Nipah, sent body fl�uid sam-
ples for testing. The initial
tests were done at the Na-
tional Institute of Virology’s
Alappuzha unit.

12-year-old dies as Nipah
reappears in Kozhikode 
Two health workers symptomatic, 188 contacts isolated
Staff Reporter
Kozhikode

Final rites of the boy who died of Nipah being performed 
at a burial ground in Kozhikode on Sunday. * K. RAGESH

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD


