
In the last hundred years, the nation-
al Indian media — traditional and
now “new” media — has grown expo-
nentially in number and infl�uence. 

This year, as we mark the centen-
ary of journalism education in India,
never before has the need for jour-
nalism education been as pressing as
it is now, with new threats of disinfor-
mation emerging and with the CO-
VID-19 crisis revealing that informa-
tion is actually a lifesaver.

In India, the discipline of “Journal-
ism Education” was introduced by
British activist Annie Besant in the
1920s, when she launched a course
on journalism at the National Univer-
sity at Adyar, Madras. There are now
about 900 Indian colleges and insti-
tutes off�ering mass communication
and journalism programmes.

In the last two decades, we have
witnessed a boom in commercial me-
dia and numerous digital journalism
platforms have emerged, which has
also opened avenues for citizen jour-
nalism. All these factors have only
compounded the need for certifi�cat-
ed courses in journalism.

The United Nations Educational,
Scientifi�c and Cultural Organization’s
(UNESCO) mandate upholds freedom
of the press and the free fl�ow of infor-
mation. The challenge is to ensure
that this fl�ow includes high quality in-
formation. Hence, the long-standing
work of UNESCO to strengthen jour-
nalism education. We believe that
professional news media act as guar-
dians of the public interest. Citizens
cannot exercise and enjoy their citi-
zenship in the absence of crucial in-
formation, which well-trained jour-
nalists are better placed to provide.
Professional journalistic standards
are essential to bring out the poten-
tial of media systems to foster democ-
racy, dialogue and development.

We see, however, that recent
trends have placed journalism under
fi�re. A range of factors are transform-
ing the communications landscape,
raising questions about the quality,
impact and credibility of journalism.

In this context, UNESCO set up the
Global Initiative for Excellence in
Journalism Education in 2014 to lev-
erage lessons learned during our sup-

port to African schools of journalism,
and apply them in the wider context
of our support for journalism educa-
tion globally. This included support-
ing the development of “new litera-
cies” in response to the challenges of
a fast-changing world. We assembled
experts to develop syllabi on issues
such as climate change, data journal-
ism, science journalism, etc. 

Our most recent publication was a
handbook, Journalism, ‘Fake News’
and Disinformation, which is an is-
sue that we have all become familiar
with. 

All this pushes in favour of a rein-
forcement of journalism education.
Many stakeholders must join hands
and accelerate eff�orts. This includes
media houses and media training in-
stitutions, governments and other
partners. It is evident that many of
the schools that UNESCO supported
over the years have become stronger
and acquired a greater capacity to be
a strategic part of a global network of
journalism schools of excellence.

We have come a long way as far as
strengthening the values of global
journalism education is concerned,
but a lot still needs to be done. We
must address in particular quality is-
sues and the exploitation of students
by some educational institutions.
The objective should be to constantly
improve the quality of media train-
ing, while ensuring access to
everyone.

The other pressing concern relates
to the dynamic nature of the commu-
nication and information technolo-
gies that are reshaping the media
landscape. Social media cannot re-
place the production of proper news
journalism, even if they compete ve-
ry seriously for time and advertising. 

In this regard, we see the imple-
mentation of the National Education
Policy, 2020, as an opportunity. It en-
courages us to make media educa-
tion holistic, multidisciplinary and
inclusive of the latest technological
advancements. We must certainly
evolve our teaching techniques keep-
ing in view these challenges.
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