
Implementing the Code on
Social Security, 2020, and
bringing large numbers of
workers within the ambit of
social security schemes
were the top priorities of the
government, according to
Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupender Yadav. 

Mr. Yadav told The Hindu
on Tuesday that the focus on
expanding social security
schemes would be discussed
during the Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation’s
meeting on Friday. Mr. Ya-
dav, who was inducted into
the Cabinet during the ex-
pansion of the Modi Ministry
in July, said the task ahead
for him and the Ministry
would be to ensure that the
benefi�ts of the Code on So-
cial Security “reach the poor
and downtrodden”. Among
the features of the social se-

curity code is the expansion
of benefi�ts under the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) to gig
and platform workers. 

“The need of the hour is
that a large number of work-
ers must come under the
ambit of social security
schemes,” Mr. Yadav said.

The social security code,
along with the codes on wag-
es, industrial relations and
occupational safety, is yet to

be implemented as the rules
framed under the Act have
not been notifi�ed. Asked
when the four labour Codes
would be implemented, Mr.
Yadav declined to comment
on a timeline. 

According to Labour Mi-
nistry sources, the rules
framed under the four
Codes are ready to be noti-
fi�ed and States are in the
process of notifying their
own rules for the same. 

Earlier in the year, Labour
and Employment Secretary
Apurva Chandra had said
the rules would be ready be-
fore April 1. Offi�cials have
since then not commented
on when the rules would be
notifi�ed. A Ministry source
said once notifi�ed, the rules
would take some time to be
executed and employers
would likely be given three
months to comply with the
provisions. 

Bhupender Yadav declines to give implementation timeline
Damini Nath
New Delhi

Bhupender Yadav

Implementing social security 
code a priority, says Minister 


