
Vadakara Municipality in
Kozhikode district is the fi�rst
zero-waste local body in Ker-
ala. Minister for Local Self-
Governments M.V. Govindan
made the declaration on Sa-
turday, adding that Vadakara
was a model for the whole
State to achieve zero-waste
status in fi�ve years. 

Vadakara MLA K.K. Rema,
who presided over the
event, said eff�orts would be
made to emulate the model
of the Vadakara Municipality
in all local bodies in her con-
stituency. Tourism Minister
P.A. Mohamed Riyas, Dis-
trict Collector N. Tej Lohit
Reddy, State Coordinator of
Nava Kerala Mission T.N.
Seema, members of the ad-

ministrative panel of the
municipality and district
coordinators of the Suchit-
wa Mission, Kudumbashree
and Haritha Keralam Mis-
sion took part in the event.

The Chairman’s Trophy
for the best ward was award-
ed to wards 29 and 40 of the
municipality for achieving
65% of the targeted hygiene.
St. Antony’s Girls High
School was the zero-waste
school, while the Govern-
ment Ayurveda Hospital, the
Nalladathu Anganwadi, and
the Vadakara railway station
bagged the awards in their
respective categories.

Vadakara, which has
earned many awards in the
waste management front, is
known for its out-of-the-box
eff�orts to ensure proper se-

gregation and disposal of
waste, including recycling
and upcycling it. It had come
up with a hygiene protocol a
few months ago, which
played a major role in
achieving the zero-waste sta-
tus. The Hariyali Haritha
Karma Sena of the munici-
pality, with its expertise in
the fi�eld, had developed into
a green consultancy, giving
technical guidance to other
local bodies. It had also ven-
tured into the tourism sec-
tor, managing the Vadakara
Municipal Park and Sand
Banks beach. Its role in con-
verting waste dumping
yards in the town into parks
had been appreciated wide-
ly, as it denoted that Vadaka-
ra no longer had solid waste
to dump anywhere.
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