KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

=) 2

Learn Beyond

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

GS Paper I - History

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

After a delay of several
months, the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) has
granted permission to the
Tamil Nadu State Depart-
ment of Archaeology
(TNSDA) for conducting ex-
cavations at eight historical
sites, including the 1ith
phase of excavations at
Keeladi.

According to officials,
the approval has been given
for excavations at Keeladi
and its clusters in Sivaganga
district; Pattinamarudhur
in Thoothukudi district; Ka-
rivalamvanthanallur in Ten-
kasi district; Manikollai in
Cuddalore district; Adicha-
nur in Villupuram district;
Vellalore in Coimbatore dis-
trict; Telunganur-Mangadu
in Salem district; and
Nagapattinam.

Following the recom-
mendation of an expert
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given to cond

uct excavations at Keeladi and

its clusters in Sivaganga district, among other sites. FILE PHOTO

committee, the Exploration
and Excavation Section of
the ASI granted the permis-
sion on March 13 under the
Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Re-
mains Rules, 1959.

Centre’s nod sought

Recently, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin also urged the
Centre to grant the approval
at the earliest, stating that
the monsoon would disrupt
fieldwork in the second half
of the year.
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LDF seeks third term, UDF readies to
end 10-year drought; BJP a bystander

A good outing in the 2025 local body polls has energised the UDF that seeks to deny the LDF a hatrick in Kerala: amid welfare promises, the West

Asia war may dominate political discourse: the BJP hopes to make a mark. having won a Lok Sabha seat and the Thinwananthapuram corporation
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THIEUWANANTHAPUBRAM

he bartle lines in

Kerala for the 2026

Assembly election
have been drawn, and the
impending poll campaign
ey have the makings of a
chise race.

The ruling Left Demo-
cratic  Fromt  {LDF},
weighed down by 10 years
of incumbency, is seeling
i defy the odds and rerum
o power for a third con
secuive term. It is also bat-
tling dissicents.

Out af power for rwo
cofsecutive  terms, the
polls pose an exdstential
threat 1o the Congress-led
United Democratic Froat
(UDF). However, a remar-
kable perforosance in the
225 local body elections
has put a spring in the
UDFE dtep.

The B[P-led Kational De-
mocratic Alliance (NI}
draws strength from i
shaw in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha election and it helming
the prestigions Thiruvs
nanthapuram  Municipal
Corparation. The BJP seeks
o end what it perceives i
the “bane of LOF-UDF re-
wolving door politics™.

Gull conflict

The polls will be fough un-
clier the shaclon of the West
Asia war and the sconomic
unr:maln:a'ﬂﬂmed by
boaming shortages.
The families of an estimar-
ed 35 million Keralites em-

Mapping
Kerala's
elections

Karala's 2006 Azsembly
election i shaping into a
trree-front conbess, with LOF
seehing a third term 2= UDF
resurgence and BIF's ambitions
reshape the polls

im Wesst Agian ooun-
Iries oomprise a significant
section of the ebectorate.
The conlict, incliding the
attacks on Gaza, may ako
influence, in Some mes-
sure, the voting behaviour
of the Muslim commumnity
in the Ste, who comprise
an estimated 26.56% of the

population as per the 2001
Cerrsus.

The LDF and UDF caleu-
s seems centred on the
conjeciire that the BJP's
strong showing in ar beast
30 Assembly seats in the
0M Lok Sabha election
and its performance in sev-
eral Sate ebections might
push the Muslim comemun-
ity 1owarnds the raditional
fromts.

A werkir aranging poll miterisls of denent paktical
TS @1 A SIORE Thiruaarani Pl Praim, RIERAL HASIH AN ]

Tht sfag shows Pigion-wise
Bradosg of Revala's ehecboral
cenglituencies, accerding 1o
505 classill caibencs

Malabar: & sails
Cochine 48 seats

Trivaanicane: 40 sty

The LDF will bank on its
track recond in socal wel-
fare and development. As
many as 62 lakh woters,
chielly the elderly, widows,
persond with disabilities,
and agriculural bbourers,
draw a monthly pension ol
2000, The UDF |has
sought 10 outmsich the
LDF promising to hike
the mﬂ.l:lcnﬁgll‘mad
T pripwesr
The B[P believes that the
LOF's social welfare pitch
alone will not sway the
middle-class voters. Both
the BJF and the UDF will
put 1o intense scruting the
LIOF's claims of L le
irmvestment, critical infras-
tructure development, jobs
creation, imiting inflation,

The mag shows alliance- wise results

Opposition V. D. Satheesan

Party-wise are contesting from Dhar-
of Hrala's 2021 Assembly election
results. The darker thve shade, the results-2021 madom Kannrk and Fara-
higher the vote share (s %) m “:;l (Ernakulam), respec-
. Lively.
L — —U—E:"" = Former Union Minister
- [— 1] ir V. Murabeedharan will 1ake
G2 o CPITM) State commirlee
e LIF ’ L2 2 member and former De-
setks & third s > ' Lhoe 1 vaswom  Minister  Kada-
\#f* 1L 1 kampally Surendran in
? il 1 Karhakkootam Assembly
pramising higher MEC ] Constuency in
:I‘rruf:ln:::?:nl Eains HCIB} ! L anthapuran,
The pedls will ks be s T Former Minister G. Swd-
Fought under tre WE ) hakaran, who el the OP1
ECORGMiC EnCArtainity = = (M) after being denied a
caused by the —— seal citing age and term li
Wast Baian conflict | 3L mi e A fng et
|LRAL 15 - % .
P—— E— CPIM) MLA H. Salam, in
eniry of women into A with UDF
sabarimala and the gokd KLY | ' suppon. Kerals Congress
theft case, dissent i cnalition RMFI 1 chairperson K. Mar
ranks ower candicate selection ™5 1 mﬁm Mﬁhghﬂ:em Pals
sl et sharing, the SIF and L]
mozussbnny of duanlan: hrsment in Kottayam, a seal long
ol anti-Hl veters will keep the LOF = held by his father, the late
it B ligg gl the palis OF T E_ AL Mani, but where Mr.

i i lic health-
cane a::lg ]mﬁ'idmg free
Tosing.

Several undercurrents
could influence the out-
oome of thig election. The
LDF and the Congress fear
thest the B inroads into
the influentia] Nair and Ez-
harva Hindu eommunities
oould dent their i
stromgholds. e

The BJPS overtures to
Christians, particularly w
Church-backed sertler
farmers in the hill districrs,
have influenced the LDF

MDA voters will keep the
pot bodling il the polls.

Key conlests
The State is also bracing for
i [tle comests. Kera-
la Pradesh Comgress Com-
milkee idenl Sun
seph Limlh'm [sce r;yng
Health Minigter K. K. Shai-
laja in Peravoor in Kanmur,
EJP State president Ra-
jeey Chandrasek har i con-
testing against CPIM) State
; ber

and the UDF's strategiging.
Human-wildlife conilict,
entry of women into Saba-
rimala and the gold theft
case, dissent in coalition
ranks over candidate selec-

C rd
Educarion Minister V. Si-
vankuiry in Nemoen, Thi-
ruvananthapuram_

Chiel Minister Pinarayi
Vijayvan and Leader of the

Jose was defeated by the
UDF& Mani C. Kappan in
203H

CPIM) Kannur district
serretarial member T. K
Govindan 8 contesting as
an Independent from Ta-
i constiuEney,
accuging the CPI{M) State
secretary M. V. Govindan
of nepotism. Senior CPIM)
lesdier and Mr. M. V. Govin-
dan's wile, P. K. Shyamala,
ig the LIDF candidate in the
Assembly segment. Form-
er Kerals B[P president K.
wlran B contesting
Iroem Manjeswaram in Eas-
aragd, where he log in
6 and 202,

The Assembly election
for 140 s=xs in the State
will be held on April 9,
with counting on May 4.
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India to sign

U.S. deal only

after clarity on tariff rates

Any India-UsS. deal must be weighed against tariff structure and comparative advantage, says

official; Commerce Secretary, however, maintains India remains engaged with US. on trade deal

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia will sign a trade
l deal with the U.S. only

after the country set-
tles its “tariff architecture”
and clarifies country-wise
tariff rate, sources in the
government have said.

“Any deal that we final-
ise and sign has to be seen
against the tariff structure
or comparative advantage
that India gets in the U.S.
market,” a senior official in
the Ministry of Commerce
said. “The U.S. is working
on trying to recreate a tariff
architecture globally. If
they are able to finalise
that, at that juncture it
would be right to sign the
deal,” the official said.

This comes against the
backdrop of two trade-re-
lated investigations the
U.S. is carrying out that

Tariff travails

In 2025, U.S. imposed 25% reciprocal tariffs on India. An
additional 25% linked to import of Russian oil was later imposed
taking total tariffs to 50%. A timeline of events thereafter:

= Feb. 6, 2026: India and
the U.S. issue a statement on
framework on interim pact

= Additional 25%
Russian oil-linked
tariff removed (Tariff
on India: 25%)

= Feb. 20: U.S. SC
strikes down reciprocal tariffs

= Feb. 24: U.S. imposes

could potentially see addi-
tional tariffs being levied
on a number of countries,
including India.

Meanwhile, Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal
said that India remains en-
gaged with the U.S. on a
trade deal.

“Pursuant to the U.S. Su-

10% tariff on all countries
for 150 days. Tariff on
India: 10%

= Mar. 11-12: USTR
launches probe
which could lead to

/ additional tariffs

= Mar. 16: Govt. sourc-
es say deal will only be signed
after U.S. finalises tariffs on
India and other countries

preme Court judgment
dated February 20, 2026
invalidating reciprocal ta-
riffs, the reciprocal tariffs
are no longer in force,” Mr.
Agrawal told presspersons
on Monday. “The U.S. go-
vernment has issued Exec-
utive Orders imposing 10%
tariffs pursuant to Section

India’s trade
deficit stands at
$4 billion in Feb.

NEW DELHI

India’s trade balance stood at a
deficit of about $4 billion in
February compared with a
surplus of $2.7 billion a year
earlier due in large part to
merchandise exports staying
flat while imports of both
merchandise and services
grew significantly

during the month. » PAGE 11

122 of the Trade Act, 1974
on certain products from
all countries,” he added.

“India_remains _engaged
with the U.S. side for a mu-

tually beneficial trade
agreement,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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India to sign U.S. deal
after clarity on tariffs

India and the U.S. announced a trade deal on Fe-
bruary 2 and a joint statement on the finalisation
of a framework for the deal was released on Fe-
bruary 7. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal had
said that the deal would be signed in March.

The U.S. Supreme Court on February 20 ruled
against the validity of U.S. President Donald
Trump’s use of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA) to levy reciprocal tariffs
on America’s trade partners. It is after this that the
U.S. imposed the 10% tariffs on all its trade partn-
ers under Section 122 of the Trade Act, 1974. These
tariffs are in force for a period of 150 days from Fe-
bruary 24.

“The U.S. deal was to be signed in March. When
we said this, at that time the Supreme Court jud-
gement on IEEPA tariffs had not come,” the offi-
cial explained. “Now with the Supreme Court jud-
gement on IEEPA tariffs, the tariffs per se don’t
exist.” Under the framework announced by the
two countries, the U.S. was to impose an 18% tariff
on India. Now, the new rate will depend on the
rates the U.S. imposes on India’s competitors.

“Depending on how their tariff architecture
settles, that will determine where India will land,”
the official said. “In case all others are at 19% and
above then India will remain at 18%. But if others
come down, then India will also come down.”

On Russian oil

Mr. Agrawal also highlighted that the U.S.” removal
of tariffs on India is linked to its import of Russian
oil. “On February 7, 2026, the 25% additional ad-
valorem tariffs imposed by the U.S. on certain In-
dian exports citing India’s imports of Russian oil
were removed,” Mr. Agrawal noted. “We can say
that we are buying Russian oil and there has been
an increased buying of Russian oil in the current
month because of the challenges we are facing.”
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he climate summit that was held in Belém,

Brazil in November 2025, refocused

renewed global attention to a difficult but
unavoidable truth: protecting tropical forests
requires more than ambitious pledges — it
requires a fundamental shift in who holds power
over those forests. As world leaders gathered in
the Amazon city, the signature initiative was

S , or

afinance mechanism presented as a paradigm
shift in global conservation. Yet, amid the flurry
of announcements and diplomacy, persistent
tensions revealed that major challenges remain
around participation, equity and accountability.

The difference

The TFFF to countries for

maintaining standing forests, not just for avoiding
. As reported, the Fund has already

deforestation

teaches Economics

at the ICFAI School
of Social Sciences,
the ICFAI Foundation
for Higher Education
(IFHE), Hyderabad

This allocation is not symbolic. According to
the Rainforest Foundation US, indigenous and
local communities were deeply involved in
co-designing the facility. Across months of global
consultations, more than 400 community leaders
shared their perspectives. The model offers
something new: not only financial support but
also formal decision-making power. Yet,
important gaps remain. For instance, indigenous
representatives do not have voting rights on the
main governing bodies of the Fund, raising
questions about how genuinely inclusive
decision-making will be.

Even as the TFFF proposes this inclusive
architecture, many civil society groups have

[more than $5.5 billion in iitil
commitments, including a $3 billion pledge from
o P A et Madan Mcher
Seetupto penere e e | 0 onomes
long-term forest conservation. Critically atleast | ot T

0ol,
20% of its performance-based payments are Amity University,

3 and local Chhattisgarh

The real test is
whether it will
protect the
communities
protecting

the forest

voiced their strong criticism. The Global Forest
Coalition (GFC) described the fund as
“colonialistic”, arguing that it benefits
intermediaries rather than forest peoples. Its
worry was about a mechanism built around
market logic and financial returns that may not
address the root structural causes of
deforestation, such as agribusiness expansion, oil
and mining projects, and large infrastructure, all
of which continue to drive forest loss. According
to the GFC, rewarding standing forests without
curbing exploitative activities risks creating a
superficial conservation narrative.

Compounding this, some critics argue that the
payment rate, around $4 a hectare in earlier
proposals, is inadequate given the manifold
ecosystem services that forests provide. There is a
risk that national governments could absorb most
of the funds, while communities on the ground
may see little benefit. The success of the TFFF,
therefore, depends not just on its size but on
strong delivery mechanisms and rigorous, locally
accountable institutions.

Conservation overlooks power imbalances
Amid these debates, Brazil has taken steps to
buttress access. On the sidelines of COP30, it
announced a dedicated digital platform to help
forest countries navigate TFFF eligibility. The
platform, with partners such as the

_Thémh‘i&w“d
is structure matters because forest

conservation has long overlooked deep power
imbalances. For
the’

Beléem as a test of a new model of forest finance

Land rights remain central to this debate.
Ahead of COP30, the Forest and Climate Leaders’
Partnership (FCLP) renewed its Forest and Land
Tenure Pledge, committing $1.8 billion from 2026
to 2030 to support indigenous, local and
Afro-descendant communities. The pledge was a
key part of the Belém agenda, reflecting scientific
warnings that the Amazon’s future remains at risk
without secure land rights.

Civil society groups also stressed that climate
justice and nature protection cannot be
separated.

COP30 a chance to secure
the Amazon,

and human rights.
* Yet, financing alone cannot counter pressures
from infrastructure, agribusiness and extractive
industries. The protests in Belém showed that
money means little without real shifts in power.
Without strong accountability, funds risk flowing
to intermediaries while local communities
continue to face land loss and displacement.

Beyond the money
The TFFF’s launch in Belém is a major step, but
its credibility depends on whether it actually
transfers power to forest communities rather
than reinforcing old hierarchies. For indigenous
peoples, forests are home and survival. The real
challenge is in ensuring that finance reaches
them in forms they control, turning promises into
lasting protection. A future of genuine
conservation will depend on whether global
finance strengthens community rights instead of
replicating old patterns of exclusion.

The views

are
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Cries grow louder for
scrapping of Bill to
redefine trans people

Ashna Butani
Abhinay Lakshman
MEW DELHI

The Union government's
proposed legislation to
withdraw transgender peo-
ple's right to “self-perceived
gender identity™ and rede-
fine who a “transgender
person” is, has led to stu-
dent protests and public
meetings within the trans-
pender community in
across cities such as New
Delhi, Pune, Hyderabad
and Kolkata, calling for the
government to withdraw
the Eill and protect the
right to self-perceived gen-

This has come even as
spontanecusly formed coa-
litions of civil sociery
groups, lawyers, doctors,
activists, and other profes-
sionals in cities such as Gu-
wahari, Chennai, Varanasi,
Bengaluru, and several oth-
ers are planning campaigns
to write to MPs, organising
awareness and support
group meetings, and strate-
gising over how to register
their opposition to the pro-
posed legislation. A public
petition has also been in-
itiated online, calling for
the withdrawal of the Eill,
gathering over 13,000 sig-
natures as on Monday
evening.

On Friday, Social Justice
Minister Virendra Kumar
introduced the Transgen-
der Persons (Protection of
Righis) Amendment Bill,
2026, proposing wides-
pread amendments to the
law enacted in 2019.

At the Indian Women's
Press Corps in New Delhi, a
similar coalition of lawvers,
activists, and rights organi-

Activists across many
cities argued that the
government was

‘taking back’ a right
recognised in 2004

sations came together for a
press meet, calling the
amendments “discrimina-
tory and unjust”, arguing
that the government was
“snatching back™ a right re-
cognised in 2014,

In the 2004-NALSA judg-
ment, the Supreme Court
had laid down the law that
the right to self-identifica-
tion of gender fell under the
ambit of personal liberty, a
fundamental right guaran-
teed under Article 21 of the
Constitution. Devansh, a
transman who was on the
panel for the coalition,
said, “After a long fight, in
2014, the government gave
us the recognition. With
that, we moved ahead with
our lives, took very impor-
tant decisions such as start-
ing the process of gender-
affirming surgery, and get-
ting transgender cards
made. We came out to the
world that we are ransgen-
der. Where are we sup-
posed to go now?”

In Karnataka, people
came together under the
banner of the Kamataka
State Gender and Sexuality
Minorities Coalition for a
press conference in Benga-
luru. The coalition also is-
sued an open letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday, saying,
“Passing this amendment
will put in jeopardy the
rights of thousands and
millions of persons who are
currently recognised as
transgender.”
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‘Couple being happy
not a reason to quash
child marriage case’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A criminal case registered
under the provisions of the
Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act, 2006, cannot be
quashed merely because
the couple at present are

living happily, the Karnata-
ka High Court has said.
“Criminal liability is

measured at the moment
of commission, not neu-
tralised by the subsequent
domestic peace. To accept
otherwise would be to con-
vert penal law into a matter
of retrospective validation
through sentiment. Parents
who ought to bless their
daughters with encourage-
ment, education and em-
powerment, instead bless
them with premature ma-

trimony,” the court sternly
observed.

“If such conduct were to
receive judicial indulgence,
the eradication of child
marriage would remain an
illusive aspiration,” the
court further said.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
made these observations
while refusing to quash a
case registered in 2021 un-
der provisions of the Act
against the groom, who
was 27 at the time of mar-
riage, his parents, and pa-
rents of the minor girl, who
was 16 at the time.

The court said that
when a marriage was so-
lemnised in a temple, both
the temple authorities and
the officiating priest may
fall within the ambit of lia-
bility under the Act.
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andend

The state must allow its citizens the right
to die with dignity

he incontrovertible nature of both life

and death makes them fiendishly difficult

to legislate or adjudicate. Interfering with
the very elemental beginning and end points of
life must seem daunting. Nothing else can explain
the long dalliance that laws have had with eutha-
nasia to facilitate the intentional ending of a life,
globally. In India, last week, the Supreme Court,
in a landmark decision, approved the withdrawal
of life support, including artificial nutrition and
hydration, for Harish Rana, who went into a per-
sistent vegetative state (PVS) following a head in-
jury over 12 years ago. Invoking the constitutional
idea of dignity, the Court observed that it would
not be compatible with temporarily keeping alive
a terminally ill patient who is brain dead or in a
PVS, only because it is possible to leverage techn-
ological advancements to do so. This forces a life
of indignity: patients endure a slow, agonising
death. As the end of life approaches, a loss of con-
trol over human faculties denudes life of its
meaning, it added. The Court went on to éxpand
the right to live with dignity under Article 21 to
encompass the to die with . In India,
in the absence on the s the
courts have consistently had to a%\zﬂl;the
euthanasia question over the years. Smt.
Gian Kaur vs The State Of Punjab (1996) case
might have set off the trend, but the debate en-
tered the public realm with the Aruna

pewoninzon The ( dlance,did

mm gl_:g

ical treatmem or medial support m allow ﬁor
natural death. In 2018, a Supreme Court Consti-
ty is a fundamental right.

Besides benefitting Harish Rana in the instant
case, the judgment will undoubtedly make it easy
for terminally ill patients and their families ‘to let
£0'. As technology advances in leaps and bounds,
more life-preserving hacks will become available
1o all who are able to pay for them but could
erode the patient’s dignity. The judgment is in-
tended to introduce compassion into end-of-life
care for patients with unalterable medical condi-
tions. The concept of a living will, a legal docu-
ment empowering individuals to state their pre-
ferences for medical treatment in situations
where they become incapacitated, vegetative or
are unable to communicate, again endorsed by
the Court, must also be popularised. In the grey
zones, it is the law that can give people the cour-
age to take the right call.
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exuality, intimacy, and

mental health are closely

linked yet heavily

stigmatised, resulting in a
culture of silence; shame and fear
surrounding sex and intimacy can
exacerbate mental health issues.
The WHO has stated that
“immense suffering can occur
when people lack bodily
autonomy, control over their
fertility or the freedom to
experience safe, consensual and
satisfying sexual relationships™. In

2024, the Supreme Court

As German Academlc Exchange
Service (DAAD) fellows between
Germany and India, the authors’
classroom experiences of teaching
about the diversity of human
sexualities, in both contexts,
found that there is a need to resist
and challenge the marginalisation,
invalidation and
disenfranchisement of lived
intimacies in higher educational
institutions. Deeply ingrained
social stigmas, silence and taboos
about intimate relationships are
perpetuated in academia,
evidenced by the miniscule
number of courses and
discussions on the topic.
Academia often promotes a
culture of resistance, fear and
anxiety over informed exchange
and empowering discourse,
particularly in the light of
increasing student suicides in
India. By prioritising a biomedical
approach as well as majoritarian
norms, higher educational spaces
disregard the dimension of
pleasure and the impact of
socio-cultural and oppresswe
factors on intimate experiences.

Lack of proper vocabulary

In India, the mental health
curriculum is often found to be
heteronormative and cisgendered
without accounting for sexual
marginalisation and human
diversity. ‘Sexuality’ is limited to
heterosexual dysfunctions, erasing

Annika Strauss

Lecturer, Department
of Social and Cultural
Anthropology,
University of
Muenster, Germany

Sudarshan R.
Kottai

Assistant Professor,
Department of
Humanities and
Social Sciences,
Indian Institute of
Technology
Palakkad, Kerala

By creating
diversity-aware
and
compassionate
learning
environments,
students can
develop the
tools o navigate
contemporary
challenges and
create a more
inclusive,
equitable, and
Just world

topics such as consent and sexual
politics, framing it as a medical
issue alone. Complex lived
realities and the structural
violence faced by queer people
are erased, inhibiting the
development of cultural and
structural competence required
for effective clinical practice. As a
consequence, sexual minorities
often experience institutional
discrimination and inadequacies
in the provision of support when
they access counselling services.
With psychologists being
increasingly appointed in
universities to deal with suicide
and mental health problems in
India, such ethical and epistemic
gaps fail to reckon with oppressive
institutional contexts. It
diminishes the capacity of mental
health professionals to initiate
transformative structural change
oriented on sexuality, gender and
relationship equality.

Exercises to open up
Addressing sensitive topics such as
mental health, violence, and
intimacy in higher educational
settings comes with particular
challenges. A workshop and film
screening that took place at the
University of Miinster in Germany
featuring a filmmaker who uses
unconventional pornography as a
form of sex education highlighted
some of the difficulties. While
appreciating the effort to tackle
the issue, students found
themselves uneasy during the
discussion. Was it appropmte o
open up about one’s own
experiences, or was it safer to
maintain a detached, impersonal,
and abstract tone, as is often
expected in academic settings?
The authors’ interactions with
students in India and Germany
highlighted the importance of
creating safer and accountable
spaces when teaching sensitive
topics. To achieve this, innovative
approaches at the beginning of
each class can help. Instead of
diving straight into theory and
methodology, icebreaker exercises
and small-group discussions
encourage students to share their

Importance of sex education in academia

personal perspectives on topics.
By answering questions like “What
does intimacy mean to you?',
students can connect the course
material to their own lives and
experiences. Such an approach
emphasises the need for
instructors to foster a classroom
environment that builds trust,
rapport, and open communication
among participants.
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Saurabh Trivedi

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he Indian Navy has
T deployed warships

to escort Indian-
flagged merchant vessels
transiting through the Per-
sian Gulf region, according
to official sources.

Three Indian Navy ships
have escorted the Indian-
flagged merchant ships
Shivalik, Nanda Devi, and
Jag Laadki from the Gulf of
Oman after they crossed
the Strait of Hormuz. The
warships ensured the safe
transit of vessels through
vulnerable waters.

Though the conflict has
been intense in the Persian
Gulf west of Strait of Hor-
muz, the Gulf of Oman,
east of the strait, has also
seen attacks. Jag Laadki,
carrying more  than
80,000 tonnes of crude oil,
left Fujairah terminal in the
UAE on Sunday. The
vessel had a narrow escape
when the terminal was at-
tacked while it was loading.

Sources said that naval
ship escort to Indian mer-
chant ships will continue to
be provided. Some 22 In-
dian-flagged ships are still
stranded west of the strait.

Safe arrival: LPG carrier Shivalik reached the Mundra Port on
Monday, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

While officials declined
to disclose the names of the
naval ships involved, a se-
nior official confirmed that
the warships were opera-
ting in the region under
Operation Sankalp, a mis-
sion aimed at safeguarding
merchant shipping and
protecting India’s maritime
interests in the region.

Launched in June 2019,
Operation Sankalp ensures
the safe passage of Indian-
flagged vessels through
critical sea lanes, and saw
action, including during
the Houthi attacks.

Meanwhile, LPG carrier
Shivalik reached the Mun-
dra Port on Monday even-
ing, the government con-

firmed. Earlier in the
day, Rajesh Kumar Sinha,
Special Secretary at the
Shipping Ministry, told re-
porters in an inter-ministe-
rial briefing that priority
berthing and documenta-
tion had been arranged to
ensure there was no delay
in discharging the cargo.
Nanda Devi, another
LPG carrier, is expected to
reach Kandla port on Tues-
day. Individually, the ves-
sels are holding
46,000 tonnes of cargo,
cumulatively, 92,172
tonnes. “Seafarers on
board are all safe
and would reaching tomor-
row at Mundra port,” Mr.
Sinha said. Jag Laadki will

Naval warships escort Indian
vessels from the Gulf of Oman

Three warships escort Shivalik, Nanda Devi, Jag Laadki; warships operating under Operation
Sankalp, a mission aimed at safeguarding merchant shipping, protecting India’s maritime interests

be arriving at the Mundra
Port on Tuesday.

He said there was “no
congestion reported at
any of the major
ports” with export-bound
containers at the Jawahar-
lal Nehru Port Authority
having reduced to about
3,900 from 5,600.

Addressing reporters at
the same briefing, Sujata
Sharma, Joint Secretary at
the Petroleum and Natural
Gas Ministry, said that
cooking gas continued to
be an “issue of concern”
though supply of LPG to
domestic consumers conti-
nued uninterrupted. No
dry out had been reported
among distributors, she
added.

Separately, in response
to a query, the senior offi-
cial informed that domestic
LPG production had in-
creased 36% since the sup-
ply maintenance order.

Responding to que-
ries about U.S. President
Donald Trump seeking
countries send warships to
guard passage of vessels
from the Strait of Hormuz,
Randhir Jaiswal, spokes-
person at the External Af-
fairs Ministry, said the is-
sue had not been taken up
in any bilateral setting.
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Associated Press
LOS ANGELES

Paul Thomas Anderson's
One Battle After Another
was crowned best picture
at the 98th Academy
Awards, handing Holly-
wood’s top honour to a
comic, multi-generational
American saga of political
resistance.

The ceremony on Sun-
day, which also saw Mi-
chael B. Jordan win best ac-
tor and Sinners
cinematographer Autumn
Durald Arkapaw make Os-
car history as the first fe-
male director of photogra-
phy to win the award, was
a long-in-coming corona-
tion for Mr. Anderson, a
San Fernando Valley native
who made his first short at
age 18 and has been one of
America’s most lionised
filmmakers for decades.
Before Sunday, Mr. Ander-
son had never won an Os-

A!terMotherpose ahervnmhgtheOscaron Sunday AFP

car. But One Battle After
Another, the favourite
coming in, won six Oscars,
including best director and
best adapted screenplay
for Mr. Anderson, the Os-
cars’ first trophy for best
casting and best support-
ing actor for an absent
Sean Penn.

“1 wrote this movie for
my kids to say sorry for the
housekeeping mess that
we left in this world -
we're handing off to them,”

said Mr. Anderson while
accepting the screenplay
trophy. “But also with the
encouragement that they
will be the generation that
hopefully brings us some
common  sense and
decency.”

Ryan Coogler’s Jim
Crow-set,  blues-soaked
vampire tale Sinners,
which came in with a re-
cord 16 nominations, also
landed some big and even
historic wins. Mr. Coogler,

One Battle After Another wins Oscar, in
coronation for Paul Thomas Anderson

the widely loved filmmak-
er, won the first Oscar inan
unblemished career that
started out with Mr. Jordan
in 2013’s Fruitvale Station.

Ms. Arkapaw was also
the first Black person to
win for best cinematogra-
phy. Only the fourth fe-
male cinematographer ev-
er nominated, her win was
a long-in-coming triumph
for women behind the
camera.

“I really want all the wo-
men in room to stand up,”
said Ms. Arkapaw. “Be-
cause | don't feel like I get
here without you guys.”

Jessie Buckley won best
actress for her perfor-
mance as Agnes Shakes-
peare in Hamnet, making
her the first Irish perform-
er to ever win in the cate-

Iy.

Amy Madigan won best
supporting actress for her
performance in the horror
thriller Weapons.
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was observed in three
crabs found in tree holes in
Silent Vall

- . . -
This trait has never been

reported in the GEcarcinucidae

Crabs found with mixed-sex traits in Kerala

never before been report-
ed in the freshwater crab
family Gecarcinucidae, ac-
cording to the researchers.

The study was carried
out by K.S. Anoop Das and
K.T. Fahis from the Centre
for Conservation Ecology,
MES Mampad College, in
collaboration with scientist
and crab specialist Sameer
K. Pati and Purnima Kuma-

The dual-sex condition

characteristics) in Vela car-

A tiny crab displaying both

male and female biological

traits on the same body has

been discovered in the of t

Western Ghats. Ghats.
Discovered from the for-

ests of the Silent Valley Na-  First such case

tional Park, this freshwater  The study documents the

crab belongs to the species  first instance of gynandro-

Vela carli and is both male  morphy (a rare condition

and female at the same in which individuals exhi-

time. bit both male and female i

family. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

This phenomenon is
rare in crustaceans and has

ri from the Zoological Sur-
vey of India.

Their findings were re-
cently published in the in-

ternational journal Crusta-
ceana. Mr. Das, Head and
Assistant Professor at the
Centre, said that while gy-
nandromorphy has been
documented in several ma-
rine and freshwater crab
families, it has not been re-
ported in the family Gecar-
cinucidae.

“The bodies of the crabs
displayed male reproduc-
tive structures, while other
parts showcased female
features, including gono-
pores,” said Mr. Das.
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Economic sta;

onation, job mismatch behind

‘distress migration’ from Punjab, say experts

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Better standards of liv-
ing in developed econo-
mies such as Canada, the
U.S., Australia, and the U.K.
remain the biggest pull fac-
tor attracting youth with
high aspirations,” stated the
survey tabled in the As-
sembly on March 8.

“On the other hand, a
rising number of push fac-
tors are also at play. Lack of
employment opportunities

Several studies show
that unemploymen
corruption, and fear
of drug addiction,
are among key
drivers of migration

that suit the aspirations and
qualifications of Punjabis is
one of the leading reasons.
This is substantiated by the
fact that of the total
1,22,842 applicants regis-
tered with the State’s Un-
employment Bureau in
2025 (as of 30th Septem-
ber), 58% were unskilled
and 42% categorised as
skilled,” the survey stated.

It added that as agricul-

“Recent studies in Pun-
jab show that unemploy-
ment, corruption, a bad
politico-administrative sys-
tem, fear of drug addiction,
and social insecurity are
the major push factors be-
hind migration of youth,”
he told The Hindu.

‘Lack of political will’

“Unfortunately, the politi-
cal leadership seems to lack
the will to resurrect Punjab
and instil a sense of confi-
dence in the people’s
psyche. The Punjab govern-

ment must come out of de-
nial mode and correct
growth fundamentals,
create an enabling environ-
ment for growth and em-
ployment, and address the
basic reasons behind mi-
gration,” he said.

Lakhwinder Singh, a vis-
iting professor at the Insti-
tute for Human Develop-
ment, New Delhi, said
Punjab’s gross fixed capital
formation as a percentage
of GSDP has been falling
since the mid-1980s due to
lack of capital investment.

“Given the structure and
slow growth of economy,
employment elasticity is
low. A lack of employment
opportunities has created
hopelessness among the
youth. The second reason
is the deteriorating quality
of existing employment in
both public and private sec-
tors,” he said.
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Number of biodiversity
) management
committees set up
nd in lakh. Biodiversity
ively 2 76 Management
of ® Committees have been
ing the established in India, strengthening

community participation in biodiversity
governance and benefit-sharing

e mechanisms, the first report on the
inister implementation of the Nagoya Protocol
an has said. en

COMPILED EY THE HINDU DATA TEAM




GS Paper III - Economic Development

| DATA POINT |

Devyanshi Bihani

n March 12, child malnu-

trition in Gujarat became

the subject of a debate in
the Legislative Assembly. During a
discussion on the budgetary de-
mands of the Women and Child
Development Department, Con-
gress MLA Jignesh Mevani stated
that, “despite..BJP government
...|having] more than 150 seats and
28 years of rule, only one figure
comes on record, that 40 out of
100 children are malnourished. A
very large section of them are
tribals.”

Women and Child Development
Minister Manisha Vakil responded
that the Opposition was relying on
figures from the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS 2019-21) and
asked members to “update your
knowledge". Ms. Vakil told the As-
sembly that, according to the
Poshan Tracker system, “only
11.4% of children in Gujarat” were
malnourished as of January 2026,

Different methods

The Poshan Tracker and the NFHS
cannot be directly compared as
they use different methods. The
NFHS is a sample-based household
survey conducted on a representa-
tive population, while the Poshan
Tracker is a real-time monitoring
system under Mission Poshan 2.0
that necoﬂ.ls grow!h data for dul-
dren regi

centres. “There are szveral issues
in using Poshan Tracker data to
counter NFHS figures, Poshan
Tracker is supposed to be a com-
plete census of children attending
or at least enrolled at anganwadis,
we do not know how complete the
information is. NFHS data on the
other hand is supposed to be re-
presentative of the entire popula-
tion (including children who do
not go to anganwadis),” said Eco-
nomist Reetika Khera. The two da-
tasets cover different populations
and use different methods and

their figures are not strictly
comparable.

“We do not know to what extent
one can take Poshan Tracker data
at face value. Anganwadi workers
are under pressure to keep data
entry on the Tracker updated and
they experience all kinds of issues
with the app and connectivity, so
often they just enter some data,
which may or may not reflect the
child’s actual weight and height,”
she added.

The latest publicly available
Poshan Tracker data is for July
2025, and provides separate fi-
gures for stunting (low height for
age), wasting (low weight for
height) and underweight (low
weight for age) rather than a single
combined malnutrition percen-
tage. It shows that about 32.7% of
children were stunted, 7.2% were
wasted and 18.4% were under-
weight in Gujarat (Chart 1).
Among 36 States and Union Terri-
tories, the State ranks 21st in stunt-
ing and 3ist in both wasting and

among States in key malnutrition
indicators.

Poshan Tracker data for July
2025 shows that several States in
central and eastern India rank
near the bottom on these indica-
tors. Bihar (9.3%), Chhattisgarh
(7.7%) and Madhya Pradesh (8.1%)
are among the worst performers in
wasting, while Madhya Pradesh
(24.8%) records the highest pro-
portion of underweight children,
In the case of stunting, Uttar Pra-
desh (48.8%) has the highest pre-
valence, followed by Jharkhand,
Assam, Bihar and Madhya Pra-
desh, each with more than 42% of
children found to be stunted. In
contrast, States such as Goa, Sik-
kim, Manipur, Himachal Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu rank among the
better performers, reporting lower
levels of stunting, wasting and un-
derweight,

Verifying the claim
NFHS-S (2019-21) is the latest
—— e

NFHS6 (scheduled for 2023-24)
%

In NFHS-5, 39%
derﬂ\eageofﬁvemcujamwem
stunted, 25.1% were wasted, and
39.7% were underweight. NFHS
does not report a single overall
malnutrition percentage and these
indicators are widely used to as-
sess child malnutrition, The cor-

ponding national averages were
36% for stunting, 19.3% for wasting
and 32.1% for underweight (Chart
2). Stunting and underweight le-
vels are both close to 40%, so the
statement that around 40 out of
100 children” are malnourished is
consistent with NFHS findings, de-
pending on which indicator is
used.

Mr. Mevani also said that “a
large proportion of them belonged
to tribal communities.” District le-
vel figures hased on NFHS-5 show
that several of the worst perform-
ing districts are among those iden-
tified as tribal districts by the Tri-
bal Development Department of
the Gujarat government (Table 3).

In the case of stunting, four of
the five worst affected districts:
Dahod (55.3% stunted), Chhota
Udaipur (48.6%), Narmada (47.2%)
and Panchmahal (47.1%) are tribal
districts, Wasting shows a similar
pattern, with The Dangs (40.9%
wasted), Tapi (36.6%), Panchma-
hal (35.7%) and Sabarkantha
(33.1%) also ranking among the
highest, all of them tribal districts.
In the case of underweight, all five
of the worst affected districts are
tribal districts: The Dangs (53.1%
underweight), Dahod (53%), Nar-
mada (52,8%), Panchmahal (51.9%)
and T‘apl (51.8%).

The claim that about 40% of
children in Gujarat are malnour-
ished is thus supported by NFHS-5
data, which shows that stunting
and underweight levels are close
to the claim. District level data also
shows that several of the worst af-
fected districts are tribal districts,
pointing to a higher burden of mal-
nutrition in tribal communities.

Scale of malnutrition

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Family Health Survey 5

(2019-21) and Rajya Sabha Question and Answers

CHART 1: Koy 40
malnutrition indica-
tors (in %) among
children under the
age of five, compar-
ing Gujarat with the
national average
based on Poshan
Tracker data for
July 2025
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Underweight

CHART 2: Key
malnutrition
Indicators (in %)
among children
under the age of
five, comparing
Gujarat with the
national average
based on NFHS-S
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TABLE 3:
Key

malnutrition

District
Dahod

Stunted ‘ Wasted

Wasting

553

B india MR Gujarat

Underweight

Underwelght
218 53

indicators (in Chhota Udaipur

|

486

204 481

Narmada
Aravall
Tapi

%) among
children under
the age of
five, across
selected

a2
a1
7‘7“17
a7

23 528
7 | s
29 | 472
518

districts of _Sharuch

409

455

Gujarat based

39

441

on NFHS-5
with all the
districts

Included

i

The Dangs

as Navsari

318
376
37

68

=
531

B 41
2 a6

tribal districts  Surat

361
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