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Will completely close Hormuz
Strait: Iran after Trump’s threat

US. President had threatened to ‘obliterate’ Iran's power plants if Tehran did not fully reopen the Strait within 48 hours:

Reuters

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON/TEHRAN

he Iranian military
T on Sunday threa-
tened to complete-

ly shut down the strategic
Strait of Hormuz and at-
tack U.S. infrastructure, in-
cluding energy facilities in
the Gulf, if U.S. President
Donald Trump acts on
threats to target the coun-
try’s power plants.

Mr. Trump on Saturday
threatened to “obliterate”
Iran’s power plants if Teh-
ran did not fully reopen
the Strait of Hormuz within
48 hours, suggesting a sig-
nificant escalation barely a
day after he talked about
“winding down” the war,
now in its fourth week.

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said that the
U.S. may need to “esca-

Assessing damage: People inspecting the site of an Iranian missile
strike in Dimona, Israel on Sunday. AFP

late” its attacks against Iran
to be able to wind down
the war. Asked if Mr.
Trump was winding down
or escalating the war, he
said: “They’re not mutual-
ly exclusive. Sometimes
you have to escalate to
de-escalate.”

The strait has been ef-

fectively closed since the

start of the war, sparked by
U.S.-Israeli bombardment

hitting back, Iran’s Parliament Speaker says critical infrastructure in West Asia could be ‘irreversibly destroyed’ if attacked

PM chairs meet to review
impact of conflict on India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As tensions continue to
mount in West Asia, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday chaired a
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS) to review the

situation and suggest
mitigating measures.

A government
statement said that the
conflict’s impact over the
short, long and medium
term were assessed.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 8

are carried out... the Strait
of Hormuz will be com-
pletely closed, and it will

of Iran. The conflict has
since spread across West

not be reopened until our
destroyed power plants are

Asia, with Iran responding  rebuilt,” military’s opera-
with attacks on Israel and tional command Khatam
U.S. interests in the region.  Al-Anbiya said.

“If the U.S’s threats re- Iran’s Parliament Speak-

garding Iran’s power plants

er Mohammad Bager Gha-

libaf wrote on X that criti-
cal infrastructure in West
Asia could be “irreversibly
destroyed” should Iranian
power plants be attacked.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 12
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of trips under

Number of dog-bite

free bus travel scheme

cases in Rajasthan in

since inception

898

crore. Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M. K. Stalin on
Sunday hailed the

success of the ‘Vidiyal Payanam’ free bus
travel scheme for women, stating that the

initiative has recorded nearly 898 crore

trips since its inception. Fm

An RTI application

2025
revealed that the

90 State reported more

than 460 dog-bite cases in 2024, which
rose to over 900 in 2025. Jaipur recorded
the highest numbers both years, with cases
surging from 307 in 2024 to 633 in 2025. 1l

GS Paper II - Polity

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:

he Election Commission has
announced the poll schedule
for five Assembly elections 10
be held in April-May 2026. In a
separate hearing before the Supreme
(,mm ona poll refated matter, lhc court

Should
Voting Is essentlal for a functional
democracy, but it is neither a
fundamental duty nor a legal duty in
India. Proposals for compulsory voting
have long been debated.

voting be made compulsory? ﬁmmsmﬁ

What can be the way forward?
Low voter turnout can result in
candidates winning by securing a
minority of the total votes in a
constituency.

However, as dlscumed in the Law
C report, compulsory voting is
neither desirable nor ﬁ-zsbh- in India,

The solution lies in fostering enthusiasm
amongst voters to exercise their right 1o
vote through Innovative campaigns,
especially using social media,

For migrant workers, stricter
implementation of the statutory holiday
on the day of polling, coupled with an
increase in transport facilities by running
special buses and trains, can effectively

and several Latin American o increase participation. With the advent of
have provisions for ¢ newer technologies, robust and secure
Australia, methods acceptable to all stakeholders
%Igsw d ek for remote voting should be considered.
In (Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer and

author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.”
He currently trains at Officers IAS academy.
Views expressed are personal)

THE GIST

-

The right 0 vote in inda 15 2
statutory night under Article
326 and the Representation of
the Peaple Act, and
competisory voting is neither a
fundamental duty nor a legal
duty.

-

While higher voter tumout
shows a more representathe
democracy, compulsory voting
s neither desirable nor
feasible, and the focws should
be 00 awareness, erthusissm,
and bettor access for voters.
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Bill to amend

Transgender
Persons Act
faces criticism

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

—I_ Opposition leaders and ac-
tivists on Sunday spoke out
against the Bill to amend
the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, which proposes to
remove the right to a self
perceived gender identity
and introduces the re-
quirement for a medical
board to determine wheth-
er a person is transgender
based on a new definition
of “transgender person”.

At a public hearing held
at the Press Club of India,
Rajya Sabha members
from the RJD, Congress,
and the CPIM) spoke
against the Bill and said
there was an attempt to
coordinate a strategy to op-
pose it within Parliament.

RID MP Manoj Kumar
Jha said the only explana-
tion for such a “regressive”
Bill was that “this govern-
ment’s thinking is regres-
sive™,
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‘Double engine’ — cute slogan, a serious federal question

very election season produces
memorable slogans. Most fade once the
votes are counted, but some linger and
begin to shape how citizens think about
governance itself. One such phrase is the
“double-engine sarkar”. At first hearing, it sounds
harmless, even cute: two governments working in
tandem to accelerate development. Yet, behind

f
the metaphor lies a serious constitutional Z,L"E.“,E'm
question about India’s federal compact. Commissioner
The idea is simple: if the same party governs of Indla

both the Union and the State, development will
move faster because the two governments will
work in harmony. Taken at face value, this is
unexceptionable. Of course governments at
different levels should coordinate. That is indeed
cooperative federalism. The real question is what
happens when they do not share the same
political ideology. But the “double-engine” slogan
carries a deeper implication. It suggests that
development flows preferentially to States
governed by the same party as the Union
government.

‘Aligned States’ benefit

During election campaigns the message is often
made quite explicit: elect the party ruling at the
Centre so that your State can benefit from faster
development. If you do not, you will be starved of
funds. This is where the constitutional difficulty

India’s Constitution does not envisage a system
where State governments depend on the
goodwill, or charity, of the ruling party at the
Centre, It creates a federal structure in which the
Union and the States are partners within their
respective spheres. The Union government
represents the Republic as a whole, not merely
thosesmnsgowmed by the party in power in

Structural reform needed

What is needed is not merely judicial
intervention, but structural reform. The Finance
Commission’s recommendations could be made
more binding. A fixed statutory timeline, say,
three months, could be prescribed for Governors
to act on Bills, famng which assemt would be

Political s will continue to animate
election campaigns. But a slogan that implicitly
threatens citizens with slower development if
they choose the “wrong” party at the State level
does not merely distort electoral choice; it
corrodes the constitutional promise of equal
citizenship. Development cannot depend on
political alignment. It must rest on rules and

Fairness, not meant to asa institutions that treat every State, and every
political averan citizen, with equal fairness. That constitutional
alignment. must More recently, in State of Tamil Nadu vs balance, not the number of engines pulling the
i on guide India’s avernor of Tamil Nadii (2 same train, is the only engine India’s federal
= 3 federal balance democracy truly needs.
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ithin hours of the February 20 ruling

of the United States Supreme Court

that U.S. President Donald Trump
lacked authority to impose his infamous
reciprocal tariffs, the U.S. administration invoked
mmammma&u» mpose

ohmemmoml trade hnpon mﬂnctions.
tariffs, are permissible in limited situations
involving serious BOP difficulties, which could
arise due to actual or any imminent threat of
serious decline in a country’s monetary reserves.
None of these situations exists for the U.S.

In any event, since the Section 122 tariffs have
a limited 150-day shelf life, Mr. Trump promised
“other tools” and initiated two sets of “Section
301" proceedings - one alleging “Structural
Excess Capacity and Production in Manufacturing
Sectors”, and another alleging “Failure to Impose
and Effectively Enforce a Prohibition on the
Importation of Goods Produced with Forced
Labor", India is listed in both proceedings, along
with the European Union (EU), Japan, Singapore,
South Korea, China and many others. The factual
and economic rationale for both, at best, is
specious.

Furthering unilateral action

Is a Partner at Clarus
Law Associates,

New Dethi,
specialising in
international
economic laws

The Section 301
proceedings
demand action

unjustifiable, discriminatory, or restrict US.
commerce, or violate trade agreements.

A clear anomaly in Section 301 is that it
wﬁsuu&u unilateral -

cannot be the judge of one's cause. To address
this, soon after the WTO came into being in 1995,
the EU initiated a dispute against the U.S. arguing
that because Section 301 provides unilateral
rights to the U.S. without any assessment of its
international obligations, such a provision

mmmmmumu
threat of conduct prohibited by the WTO would

one's way as actually

mmmmmm
mmnmumnmm

Mmmu&!mwm
That deference has today come to
uuwmnm

Now, key decimator

A 2020 report of the U.S. Congressional Research
Service (CRS) notes that until the start of the
Trump administration (in 2016), the U.S. stood by
its word and used Section 301 primarily to build
cases and pursue dispute settlement at the WTO.
The report acknowledges that the Trump
administration changed that and started using
Section 301 as a weapon to impose tariffs as
punitive measures. Pursuant to Section 301
proceedings against China in 2017, unilateral
tariffs up to 25% were imposed. A WTO panel
held in 2020 that these tariffs violated the US.'s
commitments under the WTO. The U.S. did not
blink and appealed the panel ruling to the WTO's

Trump’s Section 301 weapon, lessons from the past

appellate process. The only catch was that there
was no WTO Appellate Body by 2020, since the
U.S. had, single-handedly, blocked its
constitution.

The U.S,, as the chief architect of the WTO,

1

el in 1999 ruled that Section 301 required

~ then a trustworthy member of the multilateral
system that it had helped create — would very
likely have amended the section to eliminate any
possibility of unilateral tariff impasition. And Mr.
Trump's toolkit would have fallen short of one
potent weapon.

The issue of trade agreements

Events over the past year have fally
demonstrated the fragility of multilaterally agreed
rules, and the significant systemic leverage the
U.S. has been able to exercise by unabashed
violation of those rules. And yet, we are also
seeing some limits to that leverage. Malaysia has
officially called its reciprocal trade agreement
with the US. “null and void” after the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision. Unlike Malaysia, India
had not yet signed an agreement with the US.,
and the government has indicated that it hopes
for a “mutually beneficial rade t". The
pressures of the Section 301 proceedings will, no
doubt, plzva role in the conclusion of any

lndian buslnesses need to actively participate
in both Section 301 proceedings and make clear
submissions exposing the absurdity of these
so-called investigations. At the broader level, the
core challenge for India and other developing
countries is the need to revive multilateral rules.
There is no substitute for the strength that comes
from coalition-building to dilute the US’s raw
power advantage. India must step up and play
that role,

The views expressed are personal
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exile
The

asystem of arbitrary censorship
‘ decade-long trend in digital governance

in India crescendoed last week when a

slew of social media accounts operated
by independent activists and journalists were
blocked apparently for criticising the Union go-
vernment and Prime Minister Narendra Modi ov-
er his government's West Asia policies and the
LPG crisis. In seven years, from 2014 to 2021, the
number of URLs, posts, and accounts blocked
ballooned from 470 to 9,800; since then, there is
evidence that entire accounts, especially if they
were publishing politically unfavourable com-
ments, were being blocked. There was a wave of
censorship during the farmers” protest in 2020-
21; the government restored many accounts after
international outcry but this also demonstrated
that it was not beyond mass censorship. Similar-
ly, the government used emergency powers un-
der the IT Rules to block links to a BBC documen-
tary in 2023, which also expanded the definition
of what constituted a “threat to public order”.
But when Twitter (now X) challenged several
blocking orders, between 2021 and 2022, in the
Karnataka High Court, the High Court dismissed
the plea and fined Twitter, further emboldening
the state to censor accounts.

In Shreya Singhal (2015), the Supreme Court of
M‘ upheld Section 69A ol the W1 2000 pre
cisely because of its procedural safeguards, in-
cluding L_,__ reasonedo«len d judici

govermment nas

.mﬂw ds through an expan-
m Rule 16 the 20089 ]nu1%
i Dlocting soceeings o be ool
Tental W e s R et
ok n'.':.:l.‘; srders or their reasons from aflect:
S et e

Darties 1 ndermines thei biliny 1 0]
- }

’ " v, v
Sect) 59/ 009 “l.‘- 0 require block-

fFom Judicla ].. i
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India must use the AYUSH opportunity

he 2026-27 Union

Budget and India’s new

Free Trade Agreement

(FTA) with the
European Union (EU) signals
Ayurveda’s ambitious leap into the
global mainstream. The Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH) Ministry’s budget has
nearly doubled in the past five
years, reaching 34,408 crore this
year. Further, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
announced three new All-India
Institutes of Ayurveda, aiming to
set top standards for traditional
medicine, similar to how AIIMS
leads modern medicine in India,
These institutes will not just treat
patients, they will teach and
conduct advanced research as
well. The Budget also
turbo-charges the National AYUSH
Mission, raising its funding by 66%
1o modernise dispensaries,
establish AYUSH clinics inside
government hospitals, and
upgrade drug-testing laboratories.

Together, these measures

reflect an effort to bring traditional
medicine into the mainstream
health ecosystem rather than treat
it as an alternative silo.

Global reach

If the Budget gives Ayurveda depth
within India, the India-EU FTA
gives it global reach. In EU
countries that don't specifically
regulate traditional medicine, the
trade deal allows Indian AYUSH
practitioners to provide their
services using qualifications
obtained in India. It guarantees
that Indian companies can open
Ayurvedic clinics across Europe
without the fear of sudden policy
reversal. It also sets up a system
where Indian safety certifications

Suchika Chopra

Assistant Professor of
Economics at Krea
University

'3
sabah Siddiqui

Assistant Professor of

Psychology at Krea
University

For Avurveda
and other
AYUSH systems
to enter the

structural repositioning of
Ayurveda within India’s health
system and the global market.
When the alternative moves from
local clinics to international
markets, it enters regulatory and
scientific arenas that demand
proof. These treatments,
understood as Traditional,
Complementary, and Alternative
Medicine (TCAM), will be
evaluated within stringent
regulatory and vigilance
frameworks. This is precisely the
moment when regulatory
harmonisation becomes essential.
If AYUSH products are to circulate
in EU markets, they must meet
international standards of safety,
manufacturing quality, and claims
regulation. Global ambition
demands scientific accountability.

Need for scientific evidence

If claims outpace evidence, India
risks legal disputes, reputational
damage, and the reinforcement of
stereotypes about ‘unscientific
traditionalism.” For Ayurveda and
other AYUSH systems to enter the
global mainstream credibly, they
must submit to rigorous,
independent, and transparent
scientific evaluation conducted by
third-party research organisations.
AL present, many assessments are
funded, designed, or overseen by
the same Ministry that promotes
AYUSH, creating a structural
conflict of interest. Global
credibility requires independently
funded dlinical trials, transparent
methodologies, peer-reviewed
publications, and the willingness
to publish negative findings.

A common defensive move in
debates around traditional
medicine or cultural knowledge is
to frame scientific scrutiny as
colonial bias or Western epistemic

scientific evaluation does not
diminish tradition.

Coexisting systems
Furthermore, TCAM systems
endure not simply because of
cultural loyalty, but because they
carry different imaginations of the
body, health, and illness. To
engage with TCAM seriously is to
recognise that they are not merely
collections of remedies but
coherent epistemologies. Systems
such as Ayurveda are organised
around ontological commitments
about what the body is, how it is
constituted, and how disorder
emerges. The body in Ayurveda,
for instance, is not a collection of
discrete organs but an
interdependent system embedded
in environment, diet, season, and
social life. Health is a state of
equilibrium across physiological,
psychological, and ecological
registers, and illness is a
disturbance in patterned relations
rather than a discrete lesion.

This stands in contrast to
modern medicine, which has
historically been grounded in
anatomical localisation.
Biomedicine excels at identifying
specific causal mechanisms and
intervening with precision at
targeted sites. TCAM systems, by
contrast, often operate through
systemic logics. But the question is
not biomedicine versus TCAM.
The conceptual frames in TCAM
do not need to replace
biomedicine to be valuable. They
can function as counterpoints that
expand questions about what it
means to be healthy. They offer
alternative models of embodiment
— models in which the body is
ecological and dynamic,

Thus, the goal is not
substitution but dialogue. In that

could evm::;‘lly be ac:}eged in gl(l!tal d?mhumce. Cenah\lg;l., I:I:dlﬁswry dhlogtmelllame pozsﬁﬂ)cilhy of

Europe, w means mainstream of colonial medicine strengthening scientific inquiry

products approved in India might credibly, they involved the marginalisation and across the spectrum of care.

not need extra testing, must submit to delegitimisation of local systems of = Therefore, public investment
How‘:vew:; td;:s pﬁl::yﬁ is a‘;l:& a rigorous, healél;g. While th::tl gl(:soty sl;oltlﬂd fnlzuld fun_q imellectmlcopenncs

mome! wil whether not be forgotten, not follow scientific freedom. Global

the country can merge faith in L:((i]ql::r‘::cn:'uu that all demands for empirical ambition will be sustained not by

heritage with the discipline of pa evaluation are acts of epistemic assertion, but by evidence,

evidence. For this is not just an scientific domination. Demanding evidence | transparency and the courage to

eConomic expansion; it is a evaluation is not cultural betrayal, and be rigorously examined.
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| DATA POINT |
Nitika Francis
he ongoing conflict in West

Asia has disrupted global

trade, leading to LPG shor-
tages and a surge in crude oil pric-
es, Data show that the crisis could
also affect India’s supply of Lique-
fied Natural Gas (LNG), putting at
risk the production of urea, a key
fertilizer in the country’s majorly

AErarian economy.

The conflict has already started
to impact India's urea supply. As of
Sunday, industry sources told P77
that the country’s urea plants are
running at half capaday. with Pe-
tronet LNG Ltd, which operates In-
dia’s largest liquefied natural gas
receiving terminal, declaring force
majeure amid disruptions to car-
goes. The move triggered supply
curtailments by state-owned gas
distributors GAIL (India) Ltd, In-
dian Oil Corporation Ltd and Bha-
rat Petroleum Corporation Ltd.

India is heavily dependent on
imports for its LNG supply, expos-
ing many of its sectors to global
shocks such as the US.Israel at-
tacks on Iran. Data show that in
2025, India bought more than 50%
of its natural gas from the interna-
tional market (Chart 1). In fact, In-
dia is the fourth largest buyer of
natural gas in the world, with an
imported supply of 261 lakh metric
tonnes in 2025.

A majority of these imports —
more than 40% of it - are tied to
long-term contracts with suppliers
in Qatar (Chart 2). This supply
may be in jeopardy as Qatar’s LNG

central chokepoint in the Iran-Is-
rael conflict. The UAE and Oman
also ship LNG along this route, and
both countries contribute to In-
dia’s imported LNG supply. Over-
all, more than 60% of India‘s im-
ported LNG could be affected by
the closure of the Strait.

In India, natural gas is primarily

used to produce ammonia, which | cal instability.

in turn is used to produce fertiliz-
ers. In FY26, about 30% of India’s
LNG supply was used for the pro-
duction of fertilizers (Chart 3). De-
also comes from industry
and gas-fired power and city gas
networks which supply to house-
holds and vehicles,

LNG is the main feedstock for
the production of urea, which is
the most widely used fertilizer in
India. Many urea plants use naph-
tha or fuel oil - both derived from
crude oil - as their main input. Ho-
wever, as urea production is a
highly energy-intensive process,
uleseplamshzvesMIdledmmnr
ral gas, which produces fewer
emissions.

National urea consumption hit
387 lakh metric tonnes in 2025, fol-
lowing a decade of steady growth,
While domestic production has al-
so been increasing (India pro-
duced about 306 lakh metric
tonnes of urea in 2025), it does not
cover the country’s demand. Due
to this, India also relies on imports
of urea,

Data Indicate that the West
Asian conflict threatens both dom-
estic urea production and the sta-
bility of its supply chain. In 2025,
India’s urea lmpons exceeded

This total comprises 45% from
Oman and a combined 26% from
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE,
all of which rely on the Strait of
Hormuz for transit.

Amidst this scenario, the Go-
vernment of India issued the Natu-

mrmrhkspthriylst
The also stated that
as of March 10, India’s urea re-
serves have reached 61.51 lakh me-
tric tonnes, about 10 lakh more
than last year, zhead of the Kharif
sowing season. However, only
time can tell if India’s import de-
for both domestic pro-
duction and global supply trade
will weather the ongoing geopoliti-
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= Afarmer sprinkles
fertilizer on a paddy
field in the Nagaon
district, Assam

C h rd The data for the charts were sourced from the Mlnbstry of Trade and Commerce,
rO p aza the Department of f and the | Gas Union

Chart 1: The composition of India’s LNG supply in 2025-26 (in %)

imported LNG  Net domestic production
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Chart 3: The distribution of LNG use in India in 2025-26 {in %)
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Chart 2: Country-wise share (%) of India's LNG imports in 2024-25
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Overall, more than 60% of

» come krom West Asia, could
be atfected by the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz
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Chart 4: Country-wise share (%) of India’s wea imports in 2024-25
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® india’s urea imports.
2,300 lakh metric
tonnes in 2024-25. The
» nt also stated that

a5 of March 10, India's urea
reserves have reached 61.51
lakh metric tonnes, about
» 10 lakh more than st year
138

Oman Russia  Soudi Arabia Qatar

LNG &5 the main feedstock for the
production of ures, which is the

Chaet 3 and 4 only
thetop 5

nnnnln;ahauup-my mnmmmmﬂ maost widely used fertilizer in India exporting countries
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puenps and power plists,

But as the scheme evolves, India also
faces a question: how can solar be
expanded on agriculiural lad withowt

Selecting right crops

Thwe designs vary by crop and reglon.
Elevated systems have panels mosnted a
few metres above ground to allow crops
10 grow bekone, Row-bused systerts have
M«-hmnuudh«mum oW 10
mingmise shading. Vertical systems use
wmdmnmcvm umMI

Mwmmrmo‘wtmmho«amm WMWM

farmers can also aggregate land and
collectively develop peojects, enhancing
their bangaining power and access 1o
finance.

Private developers could also lease
farmland and share revenues oc pay fived
rents to farmers. Alternatively, State

or public ag could

nnmslmns&rpmukonmolsm
walls to maintaim a growing
emviroament. The sultaldlity of a design
also depends on the local climate,
irrigation practices, and the caop. So
Systematic and reghon-specific planming is
essential 1o optimise both agriculturad and
enengy yields.

Carefial crop selection is also key 1o the
success of agriPV' systems because the
amount of sunlight available changes

panels while crops that need more
sunlight grow better in the spaces
berween rows of pancls.

Crop sedection also varies across India’s
diverse agro-climatic regions, For
instance, suitable crop options include
fomuto, cnilon, garlic, turmeric, ginger,
Jeafy vegetables, and tulsd in Madbya
Pradesh, and ragl, jowar, grapes, tomata,
potato, chillies, banana, and brinjal in
Karnataka and Mabarashtrs - all of which
can perform well in agriPV systems.

Beyond technical considerations such
a8 crop sedection, the scalability of agri®V
hinges on developing viable business
models. Farmers can own and operate
agriPV systems, use a portion of the
electricity generaed, and sell the surples.
\h‘lhﬂw)-lpdtmhndlm

ar coop -

dnthpwﬂqu)pmkx:l
enengy needs,

Why agrif'V masters for India

tan lmrdluomflla
With more than half of indi's kind under

Lorsdy

agriculiure, duak

AgriPV's largescale adn:lllol in
India faces economic,

include high capital costs, lack of
regulatory clarkty and lack of
design benchmarks

rurad entrepreneurship and local
economic growth, AgrdV can power
ancillary services as well, nduding cold
storage, food processing units, and chalf
custers, strengthening raral vadue chains,
However, this requires clear governance
frameworks, tariffs, and accessibie
finance.

Status in India

There are aroursd S0 pilo agriPV
Installations natkonwsde, with various
pmckmp combinations and economuic

is
valuable, And in an mman; that
depends heavily on sgriculture, the
techmology's appeal bes in both farmers

y under eval R«vm policy
di Isive adso
referenced agri'y but large- scale
rephication ks yet to commence, Both

diversifying their inconses and producing policymakers and experts need more
clean energy. Farmers can eam from empirical evidence across agro-climatic
sefling electricity, leasing land or sharing 2omes to sty which configurations, crop
revenues while contiranng to cultivite, ices, and fi I fi ks are
AgriPV also delivers environmental most sultable.
co-benefies. In certain agro-climatic The technology’s lange-scale adoption
conxlitions, partial Mu can reduce in Irschia dowes (ace ecosomic, regulstory,
4 boss and d barriers. Elevated

o(u:mmmrnmphrtuh:m structures and specialised mounting

nd plant ~and | systems significantly increase capital

tolsmuumxnmm.m
enhancing the overall water use
efficiency. Solar panels can also protect
crops agalest extreme hear, rainfall, and
hadl. By lowering the farm's need for
diesed, sach systems can also support

costs, well above those of comventional
solar systems. A Crop'’s responses to
shading can vary and poorly designed
systemns may even reduce agriculeural
yields.

System ownership between farmers
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and developers could also raise doubis,
particulary If bongterm land rights and
revesue arrangements are not
fully clear. Land classification, grid
conmectivity, and tarilss hinge oo
regulatory clarity and the Eack of design
benchmarks adds to mvestor uncertainty.

Policy wﬂmm

h
the pw!‘m«aﬁﬁ ;ﬁ

projects. Recent consukations on
govermiment may include agriPV in a
propesed ‘National Agrt photovoltaics

(Sharstany Roy i the Sector Coordinaror
of the Renewables and Energy Conservation
sector af the Center for Study of Science,
Technology and Policy (CSTEF), a
research-based think tank.
shantanugcstep.in)
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THE GIST

Agriphotowsltacs (AgriPv)
tepraten wolar systemy wth
farming, dlowing famers to
generate efocariity and
cultivate crops 06 the seme
parcel of nd

The panels ow moummed a1 4
suable heght to allow farm
operatiom befow, and are
SPAced Detwern CIOP oW o
infegrated o preentouses 1
misimise confiict between
agncutundl groduction and
anorgy generation

-

I an economy that depends

Rocent corsultations on
PAKUSUM 2.0 have indicated
that the govemment may
include agriFV in a proposed
“National Agri-photovoltaics
Mission’ i 3 dedicated LO-GW
component, with visbity gap
fundirg to offsel the capial
costs




