KPR IAS Academy
\ )‘ Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

Learn Beyond No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

GS Paper II - Polity

Nagaland
territorial
authority
Bill tabled

Press Trust of India
KOHIMA

MNagaland Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Yanthungo Patton
on Thursday introduced a
Bill in the Assembly to set
up the Frontier Nagaland
Territorial Authority
(FNTA), an interim admi-
nistrative body for the east-
ern districts. While no de-
tails were provided on its
provisions, Speaker Sha-
ringain Longkumer said
consideration and passage
of the Bill would be taken
up on Friday.

Highlighting the deve-
lopment while presenting
the Budget, Chief Minister
MNeiphiu Rio congratulated
the people of the eastern
districts on signing the
memorandum  of agree-
ment for the establishment
of the FNTA. He also ex-
pressed ‘deep gratitude” to
the Union government and
all stakeholders in the
State for making this his-
toric agreement possible.

“This agreement re-
flects the government's
sustained commitment to
increased participation in
governance and achieving
measurable outcomes for
our people in the eastern
districts while addressing
the aspirations of all citi-
zens of the State,” Mr. Rio
said.

He said the State govern-
ment has been working
earnestly to expedite the
process for the formation
of the FNTA interim body
and therefore tabled the
Bill. The Eastern Nagaland
People’s Organisation has
appealed to the State to
strictly uphold the MoA
while passing the Bill.
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Women’s quota Act:

Centre rejects call
for all-party meet

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The government has re-
jected the Congress’s pro-
posal to hold an all-party
meeting on the women's
reservation Act after the
ongoing Assembly election
campaign for four States
and a Union Territory ends
on April 29, arguing that
any delay would jeopar-
dise the legislation's imple-
mentation before the 2029
Lok Sabha election.

The Centre has pro-
posed that the delimitation
exercise essential for oper-
ationalising the Mari Shakt
Vandan Adhiniyam (Con-
stitution 106" Amendment
Act, 2023) be carried out
on the basis of the 2011
Census rather than waiting
for the ongoing enumera-
tion. It has also proposed
delinking population as
the criterion for determin-
ing a State's representation
in the Lok Sabha, and in-
stead suggested a 50% in-
crease in the number of
seats across the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies. The
Women's Reservation Act,
when implemented, will
reserve 33% of seats in the
Lok Sabha and State As-
semblies for women.

Mallikarjun Kharge

On  Thursday, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju wrote to
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge insisting
that timely implementa-
tion of the Act is a shared
responsibility of all politi-
cal parties. Waiting for the
Assembly polls to con-
clude, he said, would push
back the timeline, as the
process involves multiple,
time-consuming steps.

The Congress, however,
remains unmoved by Mr.
Rijiju's plea. In his res-
ponse, Mr. Kharge wrote,
“I simply fail to understand
why the government is in
such great hurry to further
amend a Constitutional
Amendment  Act 30
muonths after it was initially
passed.” He reiterated that
holding the meeting after
the election campaign
would not hinder the im-
plementation process.
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Lapses by Census officials
can invite fines, prison term

If Census officials refuse to perform their duty or tamper with any Census document, they shall

face up to three years of imprisonment; enumerators must also maintain polite behaviour on field

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Registrar Gener-
T al and Census Com-

missioner of India
(RG&CCI) has written to
States that if a Census offi-
cial refuses to perform
their duty or damages or
destroys any Census docu-
ment, they shall face up to
three years of
imprisonment.

In a letter to the Chief
Secretaries on March 17,
Mritunjay Kumar Narayan
said that for smooth con-
duct of Census operations,
it is necessary that Census
officers engaged in the con-
duct of houselisting, hous-
ing census, and population
enumeration are informed
of their specific duties un-
der the Census Act. “Along
with the duties, penalties
have also been prescribed
under Section 1l of the
Census Act, 1948,” the let-
ter said. It added that Cen-
sus enumeration is carried
out under the provisions of
the Census Act, 1948 and
Census Rules, 1990.

For the purpose, Princi-
pal Census Officers, Dis-
trict or Additional District

Afile photo of Census officials conducting a pre-test exercise for

Census 2027 at Bulandshahr district of Uttar Pradesh. RV. MOORTHY

or Sub-Divisional Census
Officers, Charge Officers,
Supervisors and Enumera-
tors are drawn from the
State government. Around
30 lakh enumerators,
mostly government school
teachers, are roped in to
carry out door-to-door en-
umeration. The letter said
that the enumerators must
“conduct proper probing
while maintaining a polite
behaviour” during field
visits.

It informed that prepa-
rations for the ensuing
Census 2027 are at an ad-
vanced stage and the first
phase, i.e. houselisting and
housing census, will be

conducted during April-
September 2026 for a pe-
riod of 30 days as notified
by each State and Union
Territory. It will have an
option for self-enumera-
tion to be conducted in a
15-day period just before
the start of the first phase.
“The period and question-
naire of the second phase
i.e. Population Enumera-
tion will be notified in due
course of time,” it stated.

Self- enumeration

This will be the first digital
Census first to enumerate
caste in independent In-
dia, and the first to give an
option to self-enumerate.
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Caste is expected to be re-
corded in the second
phase. For self-enumera-
tion, the officials have been
asked to collect “SE IDs
(self-enumeration identity
numbers)” of households
and review the data and
confirm from respondent
before accepting or editing
the data in the mobile ap-
plication for the Census.

The letter stated penal-
ties under Section 11 of the
Census Act, 1948, making
compliance with Census
duties legally enforceable.

It stated that any Census
officer or person lawfully
required to assist who re-
fuses to perform assigned
duties, neglects to exercise
reasonable diligence, ob-
structs Census work, asks
offensive or improper
questions, makes false re-
turns, unlawfully discloses
Census information, or
tampers with Census docu-
ments is liable to punish-
ment. Such offences can
attract a fine of up to
21,000 and, in cases involv-
ing refusal to perform du-
ty, false returns, or docu-
ment tampering,
imprisonment of up to
three years.
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Jaishankar, French counterpart
discuss Iran, Hormuz at G7 meet

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar  arrived in
France on a two-day visit
to represent India as a
partner country at the Fo-
reign Ministers’ Meeting of
the G7 (Group of Seven) ad-
vanced economies.

The Minister held bilat-
eral talks with his French
counterpart Jean-Noél Bar-
rot in Abbaye des-Vaux-de-
Cernay on Thursday,
which included an “in
depth™ discussion on West
Asia as per the French go-
vernment’s readout of the
meeting.

The two  Ministers
“agreed to continue their
close coordination with a
view to working jointly to-
wards ensuring the securi-
ty of the Strait of Hormuz,”
the readout said. The
meeting comes just after Is-
rael claimed to have killed
Iranian commander Alire-
za Tangsiri, who Israel said
was directly responsible
for the closing of the Strait.

The participation of Mr.
Jaishankar in the G7 meet-

Close coordination: Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar meets with
France's Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Noel Barrot on Thursday. are

ings signified “the impor-
tance France attaches to
closely associating India —
currently  holding the
BRICS presidency — with
its G7 presidency”, the
French government said.

International links

The Ministers welcomed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s participation in the
G7 Summit, scheduled for
June 15-17 in Evian, France
and underscored India's
contribution to the G7's
work on addressing major
macroeconomic imbalanc-
es and improving interna-
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tional partnerships, as per
the readout.

Front and centre of the
G7 agenda this week is the
war in Iran and its impact
on global energy and stock
markets. Discussions on
the Russia-Ukraine war
and the reform of multilat-
eralism are also on the
cards.

“We will work to bring
about a new international
order and to build a more
balanced and fairer sys-
tem, underpinned by a re-
newed multilateralism. Re-
forming global governance
and combatting cross-cut-

ting threats require a col-
lective commitment which
extends beyond G7 mem-
bers alone,” Mr. Barrot said
in a statement.

Bilateral talks

Mr. Jaishankar also met bi-
laterally with the Foreign
Ministers of Canada, Japan
and South Korea. Talks
with Canadian Foreign Mi-
nister Anita Anand focused
on advancing the bilateral
agenda and also dwelt on
developments in  West
Asia, Mr. Jaishankar said
on social media site X.

At a session on global
governance, Mr. Jaishankar
emphasised the urgency of
UN Security Council re-
forms. India and several
other countries have been
seeking a permanent seat
on the body.

The Minister also raised
energy challenges and con-
cerns around fertilizer sup-
plies and food security im-
pacting the Global South.

Friday’s session on Iran
will only be for G7 coun-
tries and a session on Uk-
raine will be in the G7 and
Ukraine format.
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President urged not to .

orant assent

to Transgender Amendment Bill

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

A day after the Rajya Sabha
passed the Transgender
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Amendment Bill,
2026, around 140 lawyers
and women’s rights acti-
vists wrote to President
Droupadi Murmu urging
her not to grant assent to
the Bill, pointing out “con-
stitutional violations” in its
provisions and “procedu-
ral infirmities” in the way it
was passed.

The letter was written
by All-India Feminist Al-
liance (ALIFA), a pan-India
collective of grassroots or-
ganisations, along with the
National Alliance for Jus-
tice, Accountability and
Rights (NAJAR), a forum of

lawyers and legal
professionals.
The groups said in their

letter that they were “ex-
tremely alarmed and dis-

-

Transgender activists protest against the Transgender Persons

Amendment Bill at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

tressed at the undue and
unjustifiable haste” with
which the Bill was passed
in the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha.

They said that not tak-
ing public and stakeholder
consultation violated the
mandate of the Pre-Legisla-
tive Consultation Policy,
2014.

Members of the Nation-
al Council for Transgender

Persons had said that they
were not consulted. Soon
after the Rajya Sabha
passed it on Wednesday,
two members and repre-
sentatives submitted their
resignations, the letter
pointed out.

The letter emphasised
that in the National Legal
Services Authority v. Union
of India (2014) judgment,
the Supreme Court held

that the right to self-deter-
mination of gender is a fun-
damental right protected
under Articles 14 and 19 of
the Constitution.

Further, they said the in-
troduction of a medical
board, whose recommen-
dation is required to “exa-
mine” before issuance of a
certificate of identity, also
goes against the Supreme
Court’s stance in NALSA,
which rejected such a re-
quirement, adding that
this violates the “right to
bodily integrity and priva-
cy” as enshrined in the
Constitution.

By removing the guaran-
tee of self-perceived identi-
ty, narrowing the defini-
tion of who qualifies as
transgender, and introduc-
ing layers of medical and
administrative  scrutiny,
transgender people, acti-
vists and allies, say that
many will be erased and
made invisible by the Bill.
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Transgender
rights activist
resigns from
NHRC body

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit +

MUMBAI

Transgender rights activist
Harish Iyer on Thursday
resigned from the position
of Advisor on the Core
Group on LGBTQI+ issues
at the National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC), in protest of the
alleged failure of NHRC to
stand for the LGBTQI+
community.

He slammed the govern-
ment and NHRC for not
consulting the core group
on any of the key issues be-
fore passing the Transgen-
der Persons Amendment
Bill, 2026, calling his asso-
ciation with NHRC ‘untena-
ble’. “The NHRC cannot
claim to be a “watchdog of
human rights” while re-
maining perfectly content
with this autocracy,” the
resignation  letter  has
stated.
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Faiths and fences

Limiting reservation benefits to specific
religious groups is appropriate

he Supreme Court of India has reiterated
along-held, yet contested, principle of In-
dia‘s anti-discrimination jurisprudence -
that protections and special provisions for Sche-
duled Caste (3C) communities will be available
only to those who practise Hinduism, Sikhism
and Buddhism. The March 24 Court judgment
arose from a Christian pastor who sought protec-
tions under the SC/5T {Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, in Andhra Pradesh. The Court upheld a High
Court decision that any member of the SC com-
munity who has converted out of the three reli-
gions specified in the Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950, issued under Article 341,
ceases o be an 5C member. The original defini-
tion of SC included only Hindus, but was extend-
ed to Sikhs (1956) and Buddhises (1990). India's
founding leaders, including first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, were clear that the extrems
form of discrimination manifested in untoucha-
bility was unigue to Hindu sociery. But political
and social realities forced amendments later. 5C
communities began using religions conversion it-
self as an act of assertion and autonomy. Dr. B.E.
Ambedkar himself led a mass conversion of 5C
members to Buddhism. Notably, he converted to
Buddhism in 1956, the vear when all 5C commun-
ities practising the Sikh religion were brought un-
der special provisions, including reservation.
There are theological and legal arguments for
this distinction reiterated by the Court. It is often
argued that in Christianity and Islam, there is no
theological defence of discrimination based on
social stratification. That Sikhism and Buddhism
are part of the civilisational universe of Hinduism
is an argument which has gained political and
constitutional legitimacy. Under Explanation Il to
Article 2502 of the Constitution, the definition of
Hindu includes the Sikh, Buddhist and Jain faiths.
Neither the theological nor the constitutional ar-
guments for the exclusion of converts o Islam
and Christianity from special protections are log-
ically or empirically watertight, and hence the
question continues o fester. Chiristian or Muslim
converts continue to face discrimination, includ-
ing untouchability, even within their new reli-
gious world. After all, discrimination needs no
theological sanction. But the question of their in-
clusion remains a politically surcharged topic,
with a commission headed by former Chief Jus-
tice of India K.G. Balakrishnan examining this.
Many Dalit activists oppose the inclusion of con-
verts within the existing quantum of reservation.
Many members of 5C communities who have
_|_ comverted to Christianity or Islam receive bene-
fits under provisions meant for Socially and Edu-
cationally Backward Classes under Article 15(4) of
the Constitution. The Court's decision is appro-
priate under the existing legal and constitutional
scheme, and any change can only come through
a political process and the legislative route.
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A mislabelling of a Supreme Court handbook

sexual assault case, the Chief Justice of India

(G, Justice Surya Kant, remarked that the
Supreme Court Handbook — Handhook on
Combating Gender Stereofypes — released in 2023
by then CJI DY. Chandrachud to combar gender
stereotypes, was ‘technical’ and ‘too
Harvard-oriented. The CJI requested the National
Judicial Academy to constitute a panel of domain
experts, academicians and lawyers to review the
handbook and subimit a report. It was noted
during the hearing that the forensic terms used in
the handbook to describe different aspects of
sexual assault cases may not be readily
understood by survivors, their families, or
laypersons. The Court also emphasised the need
for greater practical training of judges.

l n February this year, during a hearing on a

Not “Harvard-oriented” at all
While the emphasis on judicial training is
welcome, a close reading of the handbook
suggests that it is far from “Harvard-oriented’. On
the contrary, it is firmly grounded in Indian
precedent and courtroom realities. By its own
terms, the handbook sets out three modest but
important objectives - first, to identify language
in judicial reasoning that perpetuates gender
stereotypes and to suggest aliernatives; second,
to highlight common reasoning patterns based on
such stereotypes and explain why they are
incorrect; and third, to compile binding decisions
of the Supreme Court of India that have already
rejected these stereotypes.

After explaining the impact of stereotypes on

Tiasha Mukherjee

Lawyer and a Master
of Law candidate at
the University
of Cambridge

Calling the
‘Handbook on
Combating
Gender
Stereotypes’
Harvard-
oriented
overlooks its
practical,
context-driven

guidance

judicial reasoning, the handbook provides, in a
tabulated format, stereotype promoting language
alongside recommended alternatives, which are
further supported by case law. The goal is to
ensure that judicial language aligns with
constitutional commitments to dignity and
equality.

Judgments and language

Consider, for instance, the Court's decision in
2000 in I, Velusamy vs D, Patchaianmial. In
discussing whether a live-in relationship would
qualify as a “relationship in the nature of
marriage” under the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, the Court used the
term “keep” to describe a woman “he maintains
financially and uses mainly for sexual purpose
and/or as a servant”. The language later drew
sharp criticism in court, from then Additional
Solicitor General Indira Jaising for its patriarchal
connotations, The handbook flags precisely such
expressions to ensure that future judgments avoid
sexist language,

Similarly, Indian judgments have at times used
the word “ravished" to describe rape. The term
carrles archaic, moralistic undertones, focusing
mare on romantic connotations than on consent
and bodily autonomy. The use of problematic
language in judgments in India has been
documented for decades by feminist legal
scholars, Across jurisdictions, initiatives such as
the feminist judgments project have
demonstrated how landmark rulings can be
rewritten without patriarchal underpinnings.

The handbook, in its final section, lists key
Jjudgments that reject the stereotypes identified
earlier. These are settled principles of law which
are brought together in a structured and
accessible manner. For instance, it is noted that
the absence of Injuries in a sexual violence case
must be evaluated contextually. This has also
been cited recently by the Court in an order
concerning sexual assault where it was noted that
there is no ‘correct” or ‘appropriate’ way for a
survivar to behave.

Who the handbook is meant for

More importantly, to call the handbook ‘too
technical’ risks misunderstanding its audience. It
is not addressed to survivors. It is addressed o
Jjudges and lawyers who are professionals rrained
to interpret statutes, weigh evidence and craft
reasoned judgments.

Mone of this is to suggest that the handbook is
beyond improvement. The handbook must
evolve, particularly in response to feedback from
the Bench, the bar and civil society. But, reform
should be informed by an accurate
understanding of what the document actually
does,

The publication of the handbook marked a
significant institutional acknowledgment: that
language can entrench or dismantle inequality.
By identifying stereotvpes and grounding judicial
reasoning in constitutional values, the Court took
a step toward greater internal accountability.
Calling it “technical” and “Harvard-oriented' risks
diminishing the significance of that step.
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Should men get paternity leave in India?

PARLEY |

n a ruling on maternity leave for adoptive

and surrogate mothers last week, the

Supreme Court called on the Union

government to examine the need for a
formal law recognising paternity leave for all
fathers, adoptive or biological.

It noted that though parenthood is not a
solitary function, fathers are often relegated to
the periphery of their children’s lives, especially
in infancy and early childhood, terming this “a
kind of injustice”. Should men be given
paternity leave? Ashwini Deshpande and Sanjoy
Ghose discuss this in a conversation moderated
by Priscilla Jebaraj. Edited excerpts:

Why does paternity leave matter? Who
would it benefit?

Sanjoy Ghose: The judgment in the
Harmsaanandini Nanduri case sees the question
not anly from the viewpoint of the mother or
the father, but most importantly, the child. It
said that during the impressionable formative
years, the child must have access to both parents
as caregivers. The gendered roles that the child
absorbs — that a mother's duty is to take care
and the father’s duty is to work at the workplace
— stems from the fact that we as a society do not
have paternity leave; we do not have equal
sharing of the parental burden or responsibility.

Ashwini Dy ande: The Time-Use Survey
data show that Indian women spend 10 times as
many hours on domestic work, which includes
childcare and elderly care, compared to men.
When it comes to childcare, it almost exclusively
becomes the responsibility of the mother, which
prevents her from accessing work opportunities
outside the home. It is absolutely important for
the child to have both the mother and the father
present. But the norm in India is that it is the
wioman's role. That needs to change.

While India has no paternity leave law, there
is a mandate for maternity leave. How well is
that implemented?

AD: Only 10¢% of India's workforce works in the
formal sector. So for $0%, this is not applicable.
Even in the formal sector, most establishments
are so smiall that they cannot afford either
paternity nor maternity leave.

Beyond the provision of maternity leave,
though, there is often diserimination, where
wiomen are hired in fewer numbers or are
nudged to leave when they became pregnant, or
they are bypassed for promotions or relegated to
lower-level decision-making.

Itis a double whammy. You don't get help at

—— -

Awroman labourer, who is busy plucking fruits in an erchard, arranges & soft
bed for her child, near Chirrawuru in Guntur, Anchra Pradesh. 6.1, &0

home and at your workplace, you are
discriminared against. And there is a
motherhood penalty in wages. After the birth of
the first child, the wage gap between couples
increase, even in Scandinavian countries.

$G: We have a plethora of laws, legislation, and
protections, which govern only this minuscule,
highly regulated part of the economy, though
many of the maost vulnerable women who need
this protection are in the informal sector.

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 provides
non-termination during the period of maternity
leave. But employers and employees know that

can be subtle. IFf ions are
delayed or denied, it is very difficult for a
Women to prove in Court that this is directly
related to her having had a child.

The vast majority of Indian workplaces don’t
offer paternity leave. The Central
government offers two weeks to its
employees who become fathers. Some
multinational companies offer up to three
months. The global gold standard is Sweden,
which offers 480 days of paid leave per child
to be shared between parents, with 90 days
each of non-transferable leave. Given this
spectrum of policy options, what would be
most viable and useful in Indian workplaces?
Let’s start with the formal sector alone.

AD: In India, 480 days won't work, but [ think
the principle underlving the Sweden model is
correct. It should be called parental leave and
not maternity or paternity leave. Let the couple
sort it out. But some part of it should be
sothatitis I v for the
man also o take some leave. But I think it has o
be accompanied by conversations about norms
shifting. Both the father and the mother need to
be equally involved in the process. How many
days is optimal? Well, I don't see it going beyond

ee

The gendered roles that the child absorhs
that a mother's duty is to take care and the
father's duty is to work at the workplace
stems from the fact that we as a society do
not have paternity leave

SANJOV GHOSE

the six months already being given for women
S0, call the same six months parental leave and
insist that both parents use it.

§G: But in that model, we are assuming that the
wilee is also working. In many cases, if the
mother is a homemaker, it will be the father who
is entitled to the full six months of parental
leave. My fear is that a law enacted with good
intentions could have unintended
consequences. It might leave a woman not only
responsible for caring for her child, but also
expected o support a husband who is on a
six-month paid leave and not sharing
responsibilities equally.

This kind of leave for fathers will only be
taken in sedentary jobs. It will not happen, say,
in an asset management company because it is
so competitive. There are so many factors which
have to be worked out. [ think it is very
impractical to come with a general prescription
of what should be paternity leave and how it
should be administered.

But we do have such a general prescription
for maternity leave, don’t we? However it is
implemented, it is there as a right.

SG: Maternity leave is seen as a much more
genuine leave, though I'm not saying that there
are no caregiving fathers. But given that we are
still to evolve to that level of gender justice, and
patriarchy is still so rampant, you cannot blindly
equate paternity leave with maternity leave.

AD: In American universities, both men and
wornen can apply for one vear's extension in the
tenure clock if you had a child during that time.
But research shows that young male assistant
professors who get that extension end up
actually publishing another paper, whereas the
mothers, the female assistant professors,
actually struggle with both the job and the child.
So, it is a very realistic scenario in India where
somebody will just sit at home for six months
and will order the wife to make tea in addition to
taking care of the child.

There are no easy solutions, but I think the
nation that it should be parental leave, not
maternity, should be the starting point. And
then you work out how it should be
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my 1o imi: i against
women and to minimise misuse of that facility.

Moving beyond the formal sector, what
‘would it take to bring this kind of parental
leave to all of working India?

5G: The stated objective of the labour codes of
2020, which came into effect last November, is
to bring more people into the formal economy,
so that they can benefit from such policies. So, it
is a long haul issue. But also, there is a
patriarchal mindset which has to go. During an
5C hearing on menstrual leave, there was an
observation made that it might affect the careers
of women if they insist on menstrual leave.
Similarly, with the sexual harassment law, it was
said this will discourage employing women. This
attitude has to change - that these laws will
make women an unattractive human resource in
the job market. This bogeyman argument
cannot be allowed to hold labour rights hostage.
It's a long fight ahead.

AD: 90% of India’s workers work in enterprises
that employ between one and 10 workers.
Factories with more than 300 workers are 0.5%
of total enterprises, so we are talking about an
industrial structure where the average number
of employees per firm is very small. If you think
of a nano firm with three people, and if one of
them is on parental leave, you have to also think
«of how that enterprise is going to function. So, |
think increasing the size of enterprises is an
ahsolute precondition for parental, caregiving,
menstrual, or any other kind of leave.

Or think abour a gig worker. Supposing
they've signed up with a platform and then the
woman is going to have a child. Can she
continue to work? No. So she just drops out of
the labour force.

I'think we live in a world of segmented labour
markets and this dualism is going to characterise
our industrial structure and labour force for a
‘while to come. In countries where fathers do
take paternity leave, it does have a positive
impact on women's labour force participation.
But in India, the larger context is non-availability
of productive jobs, both for men and women.
That's a big picture problem within which all of
these issues are located. Patriarchal norms on
gender roles do need to go, but mindsets change
when objective conditions change. So I think we
need to figure out what it is that we can change
at the ground level.

To listen to the full interview
Sean the code or go to the link
e thefindu.canm
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India eyes local currency
payments for West Asian oil

Move aimed at mitigating the fiscal double-hit of surging oil prices and a depreciating rupee,

according to two senior officials; another objective is to save on currency conversion costs

NEW DELHI

he Centre is “expe-

rimenting”  with

conducting  trade
with the West Aslan coun-
tries im local currencies, in
a bid to mitigate the fiscal
double-hit of surging oil
prices and a depreciating
rupes, according to fwo se-
nior officials in the govern-
ment. Another objective is
to save on CUrrency oon-
version costs.

If this fructifies, it would
mean India would be pay-
ing for about 80%% of is oil
impores using local curren-
cies rather than the L&
dollar. “India is working
out a mechanism to pay for
imports from  the GCC
[Gulf Cooperation Council]
countries in local curren-
cies,” a senior government
official told The Hindu.

Triggers for alternatives
The triggers for this move,
he explained, were the up-
ward spiral of oil prices
and the downward spiral
of the rupee.

Cost cutting

With a local currency mechanism, India will see a drastic
reduction in currency conversion charges, says an official

B Each corverson costs
about 1-2% of tha total
transaction value

= ahaut 5-6% will be saved
i wee just deal in local
currencies

®ndia pays for Russian ofl
In a combination of lecal
currencles and dirhams

The price of the Indian
basket of oil - which is a
weighted average of the
prices of various types of
oil from Oman and Dubai
and of Brent crude
stands at $123.15 per barrel
currently, as per govern-
ment data. This is up from
an average of $69 per bar-
rel in February 2026,

Simultaneously, the ru-
pee touched an all-time
low of ¥54.1 against a dollar
earlier this week, before
settling slightly higher. The
exichange rate was at about
1913 per dollar before the
Iran war broke out.

A combination of these

two factors has meant that

Indian importers have had
o pay much more for each
import ransaction con-
ducted in the U5, dollar,
especially for ofl.

According to another of-
ficial in the Ministry of
Commerce and [ndusiry,
the other advantage India
will see through such a lo-
cal currency mechanism,
is a drastic reduction in
CUITENCY conversion
charges.

“It is an experiment on
which we are working,” the
second official said. “Pri-
marily to save on the cost
of currency conversion at

several stages,

Each conversion costs
about 1-:2% of the total tran-
saction value, and so about
5-6% will be saved if we just
deal in local currencies,
which is a lor when it
comes to high value tran-
sactions,” he added.

India currently already
pays for Bussian oil using a
combination of local cur-
rencies and dirhams. Rus-
sia accounted for 30.4% of
India’s oil imports in the
April 2025 to January 2026
period.

The GCC countries ac-
count for another 459%.

Moving away from using
the dollar for such high va-
lue transactions might, ho-
wever, afiract American
ire. The U5, President Do-
nald Trump has in the past
threatened a 100% tariff on
countries looking to adopt
alternate currencies to the
dollar.

The U5  Supreme
Court's  decision  might
have removed this threat,
but Mr. Trumps determi-
nation to use tariffs as a
compulsion tool remains.
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From beer to cosmetics, Asia feels
full force of war-fuelled energy crisis

Asia most vulnerable to Middle East supply disruptions: South Korean businessman says suppliers raising prices up to 50%: cosmetics container

maker scrambling to secure plastic resin; consumers rush to stock up on rubbish bags, noodles; businesses are grappling with challenges

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
SEOUL/BEIJING

rom beer and crisps
F to noodles, toys and

cosmetics, compa-
nies and consumers across
Asia are bracing for a crisis
as the Iran war wreaks ha-
voc on supply chains, plas-
tics and oil supplies,
upending everyday life and
sending prices soaring. For
many, it is already crunch
time. Choi Gun-soo, the
manager of a 57year-old
South Korean factory that
makes plastic films used by
farmers to cover crops as
well as by television manu-
facturers, said his sup-
pliers were raising prices
of some raw materials as
much as 50%, while other
suppliers had simply run
out of stock.

“Since we're out of raw
materials for some pro-
ducts, we’ll have to gra-
dually shut down the ma-
chines, and the next one to
two weeks is likely to be ve-
ry critical,” he said.

While they weathered
past oil shocks as well as
COVID-19 pandemic, the
impact from the war was
unprecedented, Choi said,
adding the company had
cut production to only 20%
to 30% of usual output.

“This is the first time
we've been hit this hard.
We're really shaken."At the
heart of the supply chain
disruption is the Strait of

War pangs: An employee works at a plastic film factory in Ansan, South Korea. REuTERS

Hormuz, a narrow stretch
of water off Iran’s southern
which
roughly one-fifth of the
world's oil and liquefied

coast  through

natural gas  normally
passes.
Asia, most vulnerable

Asia, which relies more
heavily on crude oil, gas,
fuel and fertilizer from the
Middle East than other
parts of the world, is the
most vulnerable to supply

disruption.

The most acute shortag-
es right now are in oil de-
rivatives such as naphtha,
predominantly
from the Gulf and used in
refineries across Asia to
make the plastics and oth-
er petrochemicals that go
into almost every manufac-

sourced

tured product.

ee

The most acute
shortages right now are
in oil derivatives such as
naphtha. sourced from
Gulfand used in
refineries across Asia to
make the plastics and
other petrochemicals

Already prices for some
of the fundamentals of
modern life such as plastic
and rubber are hitting
records.

May raise costs

South Korea's Samyang
Foods, the maker of the
popular spicy Buldak in-
stant ramen noodles, said
a prolonged conflict could
lead to a shortage of pack-

aging materials and in-
crease costs. Ramen noo-
dles are typically sold in
packages, cups or bowls,
making them heavily re-
liant on polyethylene te-
rephthalate (PET), one of
the world's most widely
used plastics, and also key
in packaging for other pro-
ducts from foods to perso-
nal care.

Rival South Korean ra
men producer Nongshim
said it had two to three
months of inventory of
packaging material and
was preparing for the pos-
sibility that the war, which
began with U.S.Israeli
strikes on Iran on February
28, could continue. Yon-
W00, a container maker for
L'Oreal and K-beauty firms
including  Amorepacific,
told Reuters it was scram-

bling to secure stocks of
plastic resin to manufac-
ture the pots used for skin-
care and cosmetics. It said
there was little visibility on
the material beyond June.

No supply

“The issue isn't the price -
if supply itself isn’t availa-
ble, then without contain-
ers, you simply can't sell
the product,” a company
official told Reuters, declin-
ing to be named as he was
not authorised to speak to
the media.

“We are stockpiling sup-
plies, but beyond that, we
don't really have any sub-
stantial measures in place;
we're simply hoping that
the situation would be re-
solved by May."

The war has triggered
fuel shortages around the
globe and businesses from
airlines to supermarkets
and used car dealers are
grappling with challenges
including rising costs, wea-
kening demand and dis-
rupted supply chains.

In Japan, department
store operator Takashi-
maya said if the crisis per-
sisted there was a possibili-
ty that price increases and
supply concerns could
spread to clothing and
household appliances. Un-
derscoring the scale of the
impact, fans of Japan’s Wa-
sa beef crisps panicked this
month after manufacturer
Yamayoshi Seika halted
production, blaming a
shortage of the heavy oil
used for the boilers that

heat the fry the snacks.

Rising input costs

China produces close to
half the world's synthetic
rubber and shortages of
the naphtha needed to
make it are flowing down
the supply chain, forcing
makers of goods such as
tyres and gloves to consid-
er raising prices or shift to
natural rubber.

China's output is set to
fall by about a third in April
du eto the war, according
to Xinhua Jing, an analyst
at SCL

Tyremaker  Michelin
told Reuters its supply
chain teams were"fully
mobilised” and the compa-
ny was managing and ad-
justing deliveries to ho-
nour its contracts “as
much as possible.”

In India, the war has al-
ready made bottled water
more expensive thanks to
surging prices of plastic
bottles and caps, while glo-
bal brewers operating
there have warned of price
hikes and supply disrup-
tions due to a shortage of
gas. The high oil price and
supply chain shocks are al-
so being felt in China's
southern manufacturing
hub of Dongguan.

Liu Chaonan, whose toy
company supplies the likes
of U.S. retailer Walmart,
said soaring raw materials
costs were taking a toll.

“The situation in Iran is
having a very significant
impact on our toy
industry,” Liu.
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GS Paper III - Infrastructure

Panel pitches dedicated
force to improve accident
response on highways

[agriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Flagging a major gap in
highway safety enforce-
ment, a parliamentary
committee  has  recom-
mended the creation of a
dedicated MNational High-
way Safety Patrol to im-
prove accident response,
enforce traffic discipline,
and protect road assets
across the country's ex-
panding highway network.

The dedicated patrol
will draw vpon “models
such as the Railway Protec-
tion Force which has de-
monstrated  effectiveness
in asset protection and pas-
senger safety across the
railway network”, accord-
ing to a report of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Transport, Tourism
and Culture chaired by Ja-
nata Dal (United) MP San-
jay K. Jha, which was ta-
bled in Parliament on
Wednesday.

The recommendation
comes against the back-

The National Highways
accounted for over 52,600
deaths in 2024.

drop of India recording
4.73 lakh road accidents
and 1.7 lakh fatalities in
2024, with the National
Highways alone account-
ing for over 52,600 deaths,
according to the Transport
Research Wing of the Mi-
nistry of Road Transport
and Highways.

According to the panel,
even a pilot rollout on
high-accident  corridors
and expressways could sig-
nificantly improve real-
time response during the
“golden hour” (the critical

first 60 minutes after a sev-
ere traumatic injury), en-
force speed and lane disci-
pline on access-controlled
roads, and deter encroach-
ments and damage to high-
way infrastructure. The pa-
trol  will complement
digital enforcement sys-
tems being deploved un-
der the Intelligent Traffic
Management System.

“The Committee is of
the view that the present
dependence on State Pol-
ice forces, whose jurisdic-
tion and priorities extend
well beyond highway safe-
ty, is insufficient for the
scale of the National High-
way network, and a dedi-
cated  institutional —me-
chanism warrants serious
consideration,” the report
stated.

Separately, the commit-
tee flagged gaps in the go-
vernments approach to
black spot remediation,
noting the absence of data
to verify whether previous-
ly treated accident-prone
locations remain safe.
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GS Paper III - Environment

Toothless ban: single-use plastic rules 84% of surveyed sites in 4 cities

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

About 84% of 560 locations
surveyed across four cities
— one each in eastern,
north-eastern, northern,
and western India — conti-
nue using single-use plastic
items banned across the
country three years ago.

Toxics Link, a New Del-
hi-based environmental re-
search and advocacy organ-
isation, conducted a field
study at specific locations
across Bhubaneswar, Delhi,
Guwahati, and Mumbai bet-
ween April and August
2025. Its report, released
on Wednesday, highlighted
major gaps in enforcement
and called for nationwide
urgent action to strengthen
implementation.

The survey teams as-
sessed the on-ground effec-
tiveness of the ban across a
wide range of establish-

Environmental hazard: Banned single-use plastic covers and
other waste littered across the Juhu beach in Mumbai. FILE PHOTO

ments, including street
vendors, juice stalls, mar-
kets, small restaurants,
grocery stores, religious
sites, railway platforms,
and organised retail
spaces.

According to the study,
Bhubaneswar recorded the
highest  availability of
banned single-use plastic

items at 89% of the survey
locations, closely followed
by Delhi at 86%, Mumbai at
85%, and Guwahati at 76%.

“The continued pre-
sence of banned plastic
items in a majority of loca-
tions suggests that enforce-
ment remains inconsistent.
Unless implementation im-
proves and the supply of

these products is con-
trolled, the ban will not ef-
fectively address plastic lit-
tering and pollution,” Ravi
Agarwal, director of Toxics
Link, said.

High customer demand
The study found wides-
pread presence of banned
single-use plastic items with
sectoral variations: thin
plastic carry bags, disposa-
ble plastic cutlery, cups,
plates, and straws were
widely found across infor-
mal markets and small com-
mercial establishments.

Organised malls and
larger retail outlets showed
significantly better adhe-
rence to the ban compared
to informal markets domi-
nated by small vendors.
The latter attributed it to a
high customer demand
and a higher cost of
alternatives.

About 91% of the ven-

dors across the survey sites
said customers asked for

carry bags. Interactions
with vendors also revealed
that  55%  customers

brought their own bags,
but many customers still
expect vendors to provide
free carry bags.

Satish Sinha, the asso-
ciate director of Toxics
Link, said that customer
preferences partly  in-
fluence vendors’ reluc-
rance to transition from
plastics to alternatives, in-
cluding paper cups and
plates, wooden cutlery,
steel utensils, aluminium
foil containers, bagasse
plates, cloth bags, and
thicker reusable plastic
bags above 120 microns.

“Customers  perceive
disposable plates and cut-
lery to be more hygienic
than reusable items. Our
survey found that this per-
ception, along with the cost

advantage of single-use
plastics, continues to drive
their use among small and
local vendors, although the
intensity of this preference
varies between rural and
urban areas,” he said.

Stronger steps sought

The report called for stron-
ger national action by all
stakeholders - govern-
ment, single-use plastic
manufacturers, retailers,
and consumers — in line
with the discussions at the
Intergovernmental Nego-
tiating Committee on Plas-
tic Pollution held in Gene-
va, Switzerland in 2025,

It recommended more
robust enforcement and
monitoring mechanisms
with regular inspections,
coordinated action among
regulatory agencies, and
consistent penalties to en-
sure compliance with the
ban on single-use plastics.

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at Kastur| Buildings, 855-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PYT.LTD. Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible fer selection of news under the PRP Act).
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GS Paper III - Science & Technology & Security

S-400 deliveries expedited as
India enhances air defence

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India is set to receive the
remaining two units of the
S-400 air defence system
from Russia this year, with
one expected as early as
next month and the final
delivery scheduled for
November.

A senior official in the
Ministry of Defence con-
firmed that India is in close
coordination with its Rus-
sian counterparts to en-
sure timely delivery. The
matter has been discussed
at the highest levels.

“Out of the remaining
two S-400 systems, one
will be delivered next
month (April) and the last
one by November,” the of-
ficial said, adding that the
timeline has been expedit-
ed after earlier delays

M
K
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Stnnnhehfgé systems: India signed a $5.43 billion deal with

-

— L —

Russia in 2018 for five squadrons of the 5-400 system. REUTERS

caused by supply chain dis-
ruptions and the Russia-
Ukraine war. Earlier, it was
indicated that final deliver-
ies could extend to 2027.
India signed a $5.43 bil-
lion deal with Russia in
2018 for five squadrons of
the S-400 system. So far,
three units have been in-
ducted into service, with

the remaining two now ex-
pected to be delivered
within  the stipulated
timeframe.

The issue of delivery ti-
melines was discussed dur-
ing a bilateral meeting bet-
ween Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his Rus-
sian counterpart Andrey
Belousov, in June last year.
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iJse of technology in research related to health

Use of stem cell
therapy for autism

L .

Press Trust of India

The National Medical Commission
has issued an advisory declaring
stem cell therapy illegal for the
treatment of Autism Spectrum Dis-
order in compliance with a Su-
preme Court order.

The move is aimed at curbing il-
legal practices by private clinics in
metropolitan and tier-2 cities that
claim to treat autism and cerebral
palsy using stem cell therapy, sourc-
es said.

According to the advisory issued
based on ICMR recommendations
on Wednesday to all medical colleg-
es, hospitals and registered medical
practitioners, stem cell therapy can
now be used only for 32 approved
diseases.

Mice cloning and
genetic mutations

§

Reuters

Revealing the limitations of cloning,
researchers who repeatedly cloned
mice for two decades have disco-
vered that such serial duplication
triggers grave genetic mutations
that accumulate over the genera-
tions and ultimately become fatal.

A total of 1,206 cloned laboratory
mice were generated from a single
female donor mouse from 2005 to
2025 in research conducted in Ja-
pan. There were no outward signs
of trouble through the first 25 gen-
erations, but mutations subse-
quently began piling up until be-
coming fatal.

The 58th generation of the
clones, burdened by mutations
died a few days after birth.

s |

Framework for
animal testing

Reuters

Britain’s medicines regulator said
on Wednesday it will introduce a
framework by the end of 2026,
which would allow drug makers to
ask a review of the data for drugs
being developed without animal
testing before applying for
approval.

The draft guidance from the Un-
ited Kingdom’s Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency aims to reduce reliance on
animal studies and aligns with a
broader global push to limit such
testing in drug development.

The U.S. FDA too had issued
draft guidance encouraging compa-
nies to reduce animal testing and
adopt alternatives.

Fake X-rays and
the use of Al

Reuters

Fake X-ray images created by artifi-
cial intelligence tools to resemble
true results from human patients
can fool not only experienced ra-
diologists but also the artificial intel-
ligence tools themselves, according
to a study.

The study illustrates the poten-
tial for manipulation by bad actors.
Seventeen radiologists from 12 hos-
pitals in six countries reviewed 264
X-ray images, half of which had
been generated by the artificial in-
telligence tools including ChatGPT
or RoentGen. When radiologist
readers were unaware of the study’s
true purpose, only 41% spontane-
ously identified Al-generated imag-
es, according to a report.

R any
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Tepid promises

India must enhance battery storage (o
fully use non-fossil capacity

l ndia came in late, but it was worth the wait.

A section of the Paris Agresment, under

which all countries except the United States
have agreed to keep temperatures from rising
beyond 2°C of pre-Industrial dmes, requires up-
dating their targets every five vears from 2020, As
of December last vear, India and Argentina were
the only two G-20 countries that had not an-
nounced updated Nationally Determined Contri-
butions (NDC) for 2035, This was despite India's
Environment Minister committing at COP30 in
Brazil, in November 2025, to update by the “year-
end’. The saving grace is that this happened in
time before Financial Year 2025-26 ends in a
week. The latest set of NDCs by [ndia conumits to,
by 2035, an installed electric capacity that is G0%
from non-fossil sources; reducing, by 47%, the in-
tensity of emissions per unit of GDP and having a
3.5 billion ronme-4 billion tonne CO: carbon sink.
This is an update over India’s 2020 NDCs: of an
installed electric capacity that is 50% from non-
fossil sources; reducing, by 45%, the intensity of
emissions per unit of GDI and having a 2.5 billion
tomne-3 billion tonne CO: carbon sink. Thus, the
necessary boxes have been ticked.

The EU has committed to a 40%-49% cut be-
lowr 2005 levels. As a developing nation, India - a
significant contributor of net emissions in recent
years but below the world average in per capita
emissions — will not cut annual emissions but
promises to emit less carbon per unit of energy
and source more of its power from non-fossil
sources. [t has also committed 1o being net zero
by 2070 through increasing its tree and forest
cover (which absorb C0s) and the recently an-
nounced technology pathways such as carbon
capture, utilisation, and storage. India’s 2035
goals are easily achievable and the government
has expressed that plainly. India already mer its
2080 non-fossil target last vear, with 52% capaci-
ty installed. The rulb is that only about 25% of the
power generated is non-fossil due to insufficient
battery storage which is unable to harness all the
available solar and wind power. The Power Minis-
try's Mational Generation Adequacy Flan itself ex-
pects 70 of the projected installed 1,121 GW ca-
pacity by 200536 o be non-fossil. It is tempting
to laud India for embellishing its green commit-
ments amidst a war in West Asia thar has
aqueczed supply of a vital fossil fuel. However,
withour actual improvements in generated sup-
ply, these numbers mean little. With the war de-
monstrating the chokehold thar a fossil fuel has,
India must exhibit more urgency toward enhanc-
ing batrery storage and improving its electric grid
to better urilise existing non-fossil capacity.

i ™
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India’s tech spend to grow 13.4%, down
from 13.7% in 2025, yet highest in APAC’

The Hindu Bureai
BENGALLURL

India’s tech spending is ex-
pected o grow 13.4% in
2026, slightly down from
13.7% in 2025, reported

Forrester, Cambridge-
based research firm on
Thursday.

Although, India’s tech
spending would be the
highest in the entire Asia
Pacific region, rising costs
and regulations would still
impact real growth, it
cautioned.

Escalating tech costs,
volatile hardware markets,
energy supply disruptions,
and sovereignty mandates
would erode purchasing
power in the APAC region
in 2026, the frm

Investment is rising as vendors
embed Al capabilities into
renewal pricing.

predicted.

According to Forrester,
as Asia Pacific's fastest-
growing market, India is
being propelled by rapid
cloud adoption and data
localisation rules that are
driving major onshore in-
frastructure  investment.

Software investment is also
rising as vendors embed Al
capabilities into renewal
pricing, while domestic en-
terprise demand continues
to be the primary driver of
India’s double-digit tech
spending growth.

Ashutosh Sharma, vice
president and research di-
rector at Forrester said,
“India's double-digit tech-
nology spending growth is
being propelled by a com-
bination of cloud accelera-
tion, regulatory  clarity,
and  strong  domestic
demand.”

With data localisation
shaping infrastructure
strategies and enterprises
cxpanding Alreadv plat-
forms, the priority now is
to digitize  processes

beyond core systems and
build scalable data founda-
tions, he added.

Forrester estimates that
the APAC region will spend
over $437 billion on acquir-
ing new technology bet-
ween 2025 and 2030,

Total spending on tech-
nology will grow by 9.3%,
driven by investments in
software, services, com-
munications  equipment,
and tech outsourcing, but
cost  pressures (such as
software  inflation  and
hardware spikes), regulato-
ry fragmentation, tariffs,
energy shocks, uneven re-
gional growth, and talent
shortages would reduce
the real impact of that in-
vestment, Forrester fore-
cast.
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