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Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’
to pass Demands for Grants
of 353 lakh cr. for Ministries

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Replyiﬁé to tfie debate
on agriculture, Agriculture

Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said the Centre is
committed to transform
society and shaping the fu-
ture of the nation. He said
the Opposition presented
half-truths in the name of
farmers’ welfare. He said
during the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment, out of 140 major irri-
gation  projects, 99
remained stalled.

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan speaking in the Lok Sabha
during the second part of the Budget Session of Parliament. Pl

“The [Narendra] Modi
government brought these
projects under the Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana and placed them on
priority. As a result, work
is moving rapidly to ensure
irrigation coverage for
nearly 2.7 million hectares
of additional agricultural
land,” he said.

Maintaining that the
new Pesticide and Seed
Bills will soon be imple-
mented, he said they were

aimed at guaranteeing
quality seeds, standard
and reliable fertilizers, as
well as safe and effective
pesticides for farmers.

Earlier, initiating the de-
bate for the Agriculture Mi-
nistry, Congress MP Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
said 750 farmers died in
Punjab_during the agita-
tion against the now-re-
pealed farm laws and
sought compensation for
their families.
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ax Boot, former Features Editor of

The Wall Street Journal, authored the

seminal study on the United States

Judiciary, "Out of Order: Arrogance,
Corruption, and Incompetence on the Bench’'
(1998). Robert H. Bork, former Solicitor General
of the United States, wrote the foreword to it with
a striking conclusion - “Our Courts are behaving
badly and the public, to the degree it can be
brought to understand that, will exert force for
reform, a reform that must be structural as well
as intellectual and moral”

He observed that the book’s subtitle sums up a
system in distress. The book underscores the
critical role that the media and citizens must play
while dealing with the judicial institution ina
democracy.

In February this year, the Supreme Court of
India, faulting what it felt as selective reference to
corruption within the judiciary, directed “a
complete blanket ban"on a Class eight social
science textbook published by the National
Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT). The three-judge Bench, presided over
by the Chief Justice of India, further alluded to
“an underlying agenda to undermine the
institutional authority and demean the dignity of
the judiciary".

The Court subsequently ordered that the
persons responsible for preparing the passages
should be ‘disassociated’ from future projects by
governments and public universities. The Court
thus instantly punished them, without due
process or hearing. The prohibition by the Court

is problematic as it smdscriucalsigmlsabmn the
shape of India’s democracy today

What appears to have :mnoyed the Bench were
the passages in the book on judicial delay and
corruption in judiciary. As per the news report
cited by the Coun the tenbook has data on the

of p 18 cases in Indian
courts. It refers to the Bangalore Principles of
Judicial Conduct, which prescribe values for
Jjudicial life, It also discusses the in-house
procedures evolved by the Supreme Court and
the constitutional mechanism for the removal of
errant judges.

An nndermlning of freedom

Kaleeswaram Raj

is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of India

is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court
of india

The top court’s
ban on

an NCERT
textbook
exposes gaps
in judicial
accountability

| and public trust

Global efforts
In advanced democracies, the credibility of the
court is a matter of concern, primarily for the
court itself. Transparency International has
conducted a number of surveys that show that
there is a prevailing notion about judicial
corruption. Judiciaries across the world have
made efforts to address this problem. In Kenya,
the reforms led by Chief Justice Willy Mutunga,
between 2011 and 2013, are an illustrative
example. During this period, institutions such as
ombudspersons, court users’
committees, and performance management
committees were established.

By 2013, public trust in Kenya in the judiciary
had risen to 61%, compared to 27% in 2009. The
reforms continued even thereafter. This
happened only by acknowledging the issues and
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NCERT book ban, a chapter on judicial transparency

In India, the courts including the top court
have acknowledged the menace of delay and
corruption. Judges have repeatedly warned about
the ‘bad apples’ within the system. The very
existence of the in-house Procedure indicates the
possibility that a minuscule number of judges
may breach their oath.

Therefore, the need to eradicate corruption and
delay is also in the best interest of the judiciary. In
the interim order directing the book ban, the
Court also pointed out that the "book also
chooses not to delve into any of the
transformative initiatives and measures
pioneered by this Court towards overhauling legal
aid mechanisms and lining the ease of
access to justice”. Not addressing all
counterarguments might render an opinion
potentially incomplete. Yet, that is no reason for
banning the view expressed. If the exercise of
free speech is required to follow a particular
form, the right itself becomes illusory. During
judicial deliberations, nobody pointed out that
the judiciary, like other organs of the state, must
be open to dissent and reform.

The first step in fighting systemic problems
such as corruption — whether in the executive or
the judiciary - is acknowledging it. After all, it is
imperative to curb all kinds of corruption and
thal uwl soc:ety is educated about the

trying to address them, rather than
critical voices.

La

A court that continuously
reforms ilsclf is the bedrock of any democracy.
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India’s future demographic challenges

n (60+) stood at 130.5

new report by the
International Institute
of Migration and
Development and the
Population Foundation of India
titled ‘Unravelling India’s
Demographic Future: Population
Projections for States and Union
Territories, 2021-2051°,
underscores the demographic
risks that are beginning to surface
nationwide. India’s population is
projected to increase from 1,355.8
million in 2021 to 1,590.1 million in
2051, with an average annual
increase of 0.5%, suggesting a
prolonged period of slower
population expansion. These
figures fall below earlier estimates,
strengthening the case that India
is unlikely to face the threat of
population explosion that once
dominated political and academic
debates. These projections point
1o a turning point, where India is
poised to move beyond a
vouth-led, fast-expanding
population into an era of a more
urban, steadily ageing, and
balanced demographic structure.

A problem for schools

The projections point out that the
pre-primary school-going
population (0-4 years) is expected
to dwindle from 113.5 million in
2021 to 8.6 million by the middle
of this century. Since most regions
in the country are now close to
universal primary school
enrolments, the demand for new
schooling facilities could ease out,
especially in the government
sector. A sustained drop in fertility
could leave the country with an
escalating number of ‘uneconomic
schools’ (schools with lesser
enrolment rates that cannot justify
their economic costs), raising the
threat of teachers losing their jobs,
a trend that the State of Kerala has
seen play out for more than three
decades.

Evidence from different parts of
the country suggests that declining
fertility rates have already started
influencing schooling
requirements, with classrooms
adjusting to smaller cohorts. Data
from the Unified District

S. Irudaya Rajan
Chair, International
Institute of Migration
and Development,
Kerala

1. Retnakumar

Senior Research
Fellow, International
Institute of Migration

and Development,
Kerala

The growing
clderly
population is set
10 exert
increasing
pressure on
healthcare and
social security,
thereby putting
a strain on the
state’s finances

Information System for Education
and the Ministry of Education
highlights a significant reduction
in the number of government
schools over the last decade, with
schools di from 11.07 lakh
in 2014-15 to 10.18 lakh in 2023-24,
amounting to a reduction of close
10 90,000 schools across the
country. This decline has been
accompanied by a sharp increase
in private schools; their numbers
grew from 2.88 lakh to 3.31 lakh
over the same period, an increase
of 43,000 schools.

While falling birth rates have
led to a reduction in enrolments
and closure of government
schools, smaller families and
improved capacity to afford
education have propelled the
demand for private schools. Many
parents choose private schools in
the hope of giving their wards the
education they never had in life,
nudged by social pressure and a
common perception that
government schools generally fall
short on quality compared to
private schools.

Policy signals
The declining child population is
expected to offer a better
teacher-pupil ratio and expand
infrastructural facilities in schools.
Further, declining birth rates
reduce demand for maternity
care, allowing the healthcare
system to rationalise the use of
resources and offer better quality
care. Though fertility levels have
been falling, continued
investments are required for
family planning and to prevent
unintended pregnancies, as well
as reduce Infertility and ensure
the reproductive rights of women.
India needs to overhaul its
education and skill development
system to cope with modern-day
challenges. 1t should also equip
the younger generation to seize
new opportunities before our
demographic leverage disappears
in the coming decades. The
dedline in the working-age
population can be offset by
bringing in more women to formal
work (gender dividend) and by
expanding access to better-quality
employment. With the rapid
growth of the elderly population,
India’s financial and healthcare
systems, especially geriatric care,
must be redesigned to support the
growing needs of elderly citizens.
At the same time, this creates a
strong potential for a thriving
silver economy, and could help in
unlocking a second demographic
dividend in the future.
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Nivedha M.

n the morning of February

28, as hundreds of young

girls were attending their
classes in Minab's Shajareh Tayye-
beh school, the building was
struck by a missile.

Residents and rescuers, who
rushed to help seeing black smoke
rising from the school, found
blood stained backpacks, d

Iran in separate instances.

Less than two thousand kilo-
metres away, in Lebanon, more
than a hundred children have
been killed by Israel's campaign
since March 2. Reports indicate
that Israeli airstrikes have com-
pletely wiped out generations of
families in the country in less than
two weeks, The death toll due to
the ongoing conflict in Lebanon is
reported to be rising faster than

arms, and dead children buried
under piles of rubble.

The school was likely struck by
one of the US's Tomahawk cruise
missiles, claimed to be one of the
most precise guided weapons in

what is unfolding in Lebanon
aren't isolated instances. Data
points to a more troubling pantern
~ the US. and Israel together ac-
counted for about 62% of “external
attacks” that ended with a child ca-
sualty since 1996, External attacks

the world. The school was one of | refer to acts of aggression or mili-
the Ities in the d at- | taryinvoly by an actor on fo-
tacks by the US. on Iran, in con- | reign soil.

Junction with Israel. The Hindu analysed events of

Later reports confirmed that
around 168 children, mostly aged
between seven and 12, were killed
in the attack. The school was locat-
ed adjacent to a naval compound
operated by the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

Though U.S. President Donald

responsible for these attacks, me-
dia reports and the U.Ss prelimin-
ary military investigations suggest
the attack was a result of the US’s
use of outdated targeting data.

The Pentagon elevated its probe
into the matter last week. A UN in-
quiry is also underway to investi-
gate the fatal strike. Amnesty In-
ternational, this week, said that
the strike points to 4 failure by the
U.S. forces to take feasible precau-
tions to avoid civilian harm.

A war on children

However, the girls in Minab we-
ren't the only ones who paid the
price of the ongoing war. More
children are estimated to have
been killed in the daily strikes

launched by the U.S. and Israel on

external attacks that were record-
ed by the Armed Conflict Location
and Event Data Project. While over
66,000 events of external attacks
have been lethal (ending with any
fatalities), around 4% of such re-
ported attacks have ended up with

as a proxy, as data for child fatali-
ties under external attacks were
not separately maintained. These
events offer a reliable snapshot of
the extent of attacks against chil-
dren during conflict. However, fa-
talities in individual events may be
significantly higher. The data only
pertains to confirmed events of
deaths, and therefore cases of mis-
sing children or unreported events
of deaths are not included in the

analysis.

A further look at the 4% reveals
that close to 2,500 reported cases
of external attacks have ended
with a child fatality between 1996
and 2026.

A country-wise analysis of these
events show that Israel accounted
for about 41% of all external at-
tacks that ended with a child fatal-

ity (Chart 1). That is, about one in |

every nine lethal attacks (11%)
launched by Israel since 1996 has
killed at Jeast one child.

No other country has recorded
such events as high as Israel. The
figures reflect the violent escala-
tions in Gaza and West Bank since
October 7, 2023 including instanc-
es when children were killed while
receiving aid; via airstrikes; and in
refugee camps. Close to 20,000
children have been killed in Gaza
between October 7, 2023 and Au-
gust, 2025, Infants alone account-
ed for 10% of these figures. This is
despite the fact that Israel, global-
ly, only accounted for 14% of lethal
external attacks. (Chart 2)

Meanwhile, Russia alone ac-
counted for 55% of lethal external
attacks since 1996, Less than 2% of
them have been reported to kill a
child.

As for the U.S. which ranked se-
cond, in terms of external attacks
carried out by countries that re-
sulted in a child fatality, data
shows that roughly around 7% of
its lethal external attacks had re-
sulted in a child casualty.

Days after the Minab school
strike, the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child said in a state-
ment that the strikes on civilian in-
frastructure, including schools
and hospitals, serve as a stark re-
minder that children are among
the most vulnerable in armed con-
flicts. It added that children must
never be treated as collateral dam-
age. However, with intensifying at-
tacks and more buildings falling to
rubble, children are at an increas-
ing risk of becoming exactly that.

Nivedha M. is interning with the
Hindu Data Team
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A heavy toll: Graves are being prepared for the victims following a strike on

a school in Minab, Iran, on March 2. REUTERS

Caught in the crossfire

The data for the charts were sourced from the Armed Conflict Location
and Event Data Project. Data for 2026 pertains only till March 6

trael H0.9%
- ) ¢
Chart 1: Country-wise
reso [ s sheskeof external stiacis
that ended with at least one
Tirhay ad chiid casuaity betwoen 1596
Pakistan  1.3% 0 X%
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Chart 2: Lethal external attacks refer to external attacks that resulted in any fatality.

Figures nclude reported lethal estemal af

Acks between 1996 and 2026

Country-wise share of lethal Lethal external with
external attacks @ child fatality
Russia
-
Israed tsrael About 41% of ol
externcl attocks by
-u”’ - B roelendedwitho
child fotality. Thot
Unied States Unsted States & Konui
JENL Y .1 % mmm
attocks (11%)
Turkey Turbey launched by lsroel
1% ETY since 1996 hos killed
ot least one child
African Union Mrican Union
I)‘!\ ' 103%
o b Y N 0% % s

Note: Figures in the charts above may
not add up to 100 as they anly indude
the 10p countries i temms of share

® Attacks attributed to the US. include
those under the ‘Global Coaltion Against
Daesh, as it was a U.S.-led coalition

® Attacks attnbuted 1o the African Unioa
reder 1o the African Union Mission in
Somalia and the African Union Transition
Mission in Somalia

The data only pertains to confirmed
events of deaths, therefore cases of
missing children or unreported events of
deaths are not included in the analysis
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Speaker irked
by Minister’s
absence in
Question Hour

NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Wednesday ex-
pressed displeasure over
the absence of a senior Mi-
nister during the Question
Hour when questions
about his Ministry were be-
ing asked.

Though the Speaker did
not name anvone, the
question was regarding the
Postal Department which
comes under Communica-
tion Minister Jyvotiraditya
Scindia.

“Where has the Minister
gone,” Mr. Birla asked
when the question was be-
ing fielded by Minister of
State for Communication
Chandra Sekhar Pemmasa-
ni.

When the Minister of
State replied that the se-
nior Minister had gone for
an “important meeting”,
Mr. Birla said, “The Ques-
tion Hour is important, not
meeting.”

Earlier, the Lok Sabha
Speaker had urged mem-
bers not to speak among
themselves when the
House takes up obituary
references.

LS extends term

of panel examining
simultaneous polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The term of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee ex-
amining the Bills seeking to
introduce  simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies was
extended once again on
Wednesday.

The Lok Sabha extend-
ed the tenure of the panel,
headed by senior BJP MP
P.P. Chaudhary, till the last
week of the Monsoon Ses-
sion. The extension,
moved by Mr. Chaudhary,
was adopted by a voice
vote,

The panel has so far held 17
meetings.

Former Chief Justices
B.R. Gavai, Sanjiv Khanna,
D.Y. Chandrachud, U.U, La-
lit, and J.S. Khehar; senior
lawyer-MPs Kapil Sibal and
Abhishek Singhvi; senior
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad
and M. Veerappa Moily;
former IMF First Deputy
Managing Director Gita
Gopinath; and Prime Mi-
nister’s Economic Adviso-
ry Council (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal, among
others, have appeared be-
fore the panel. The EAC-
PM released a working
paper titled “Estimating

The simultaneous Reduction in Polling Per-
Bills - The Constitution sonnel Deployment Under
(129th Amendment) Bill, Simultaneous Elections”
2024, and the Union Terri- by Mr. Sanval and EAC-PM
tories Laws (Amendment) Joint Director Satvik Dev,
Bill, 2024, were introduced  who argued that “One Na-
on December 17, 2024 in  tion, One Election” may re-
the Lok Sabhaandsentfor  duce polling personnel de-
Parliamentary  scrutiny.  ployment by 28%.
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha passed the
Demands for Grants of va-
rious Ministries for 2026-27
on Wednesday. The House
approved an expenditure
of over ¥53 lakh crore by
applying the

passing the

Grants for various Minis-

tries without a discussion.
Earlier, it had discussed
Demands for Grants for
two Ministries ~ Agricul-
ture and Railways.
Replying to the debate
on agriculture, Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said the Centre is
committed to transform
society and shaping the fu-
ture of the nation. He said
the Opposition presented
half-truths in the name of
farmers’ welfare. He said
during the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment, out of 140 major irri-
gation projects, 9
remained stalled.

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan speaks in the Lok Sa

Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’
to pass Demands for Grants
of ¥53 lakh cr. for Ministries

"~

bha

during the second part of the Budget session of Parliament, #ni

“The [Narendra] Modi
government brought these
projects under the Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana and placed them on
priority. As a result, work
is moving rapidly to ensure
irrigation  coverage for
nearly 2.7 million hectares
of additional agricultural
land,” he said.

Maintaining that the
new Pesticide and Seed
Bills will soon be imple-
mented, he said they were

aimed at guaranteeing
quality seeds, standard
and reliable fertilizers, as
well as safe and effective
pesticides for farmers.

Earlier, initiating the de-
bate for the Agriculture Mi-
nistry, Congress MP Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
said 750 farmers died in
Punjab during the agita-
tion against the now-re-
pealed farm laws and
sought compensation for
their families,
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Cabinet okays 333,660-cr. BHAVYA
plan for 100 industrial parks by "32

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the Bharat

gik Vikas Yojna (BHAVYA),
with an allocation of
¥33,660 crore for the deve-
lopment of 100 ‘plug-and-
play’ industrial parks
across the country.

100 “future " indus-
trial parks integrated with
the PM GatiShakti to make
use of the latter’s multi-
modal connectivity and
last-mile access.

“These parks will set
new benchmarks in indus-
trial infrastructure, ensur-
ing reliability, reducing in-

Manufacturing boost: KINFRA integrated industrial park in Kerala.
K. K MUSTAFAH, (FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY)

efficiencies and enhancing
productivity across sec-
tors,” the government said.

As per Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade Secretary
Amardeep Singh Bhatia,

the scheme’s duration
would be for six years
starting 2026-27. The first
phase would see 50 parks
being set up.

The minimum land
need for the parks would

be 100 acre in most cases,
and 25 acre for industrial
parks in hilly or North East-
ern States. The maximum
size is 1,000 acre.

States, pvt. sector

While the Union govern-
ment will provide up to ¥
crore per acre, the scheme
is meant to involve State
governments as well as the
private sector.
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Ziya Us Salam

ast week, a Pune-based lawyer

filed a complaint against

cricketer Hardik Pandya for

allegedly insulting the national
flag during celebrations following India's
victory in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in
Ahmedabad. According to the complaint,
Pandya, who had the flag draped around
his body, engaged in objectionable acts in
the stadium.

The episode has once again drawn
attention to the rules governing the use of
the national flag and to the history and
symbolism embedded in it.

Evolution of the tricolour

Recent books help us understand the
story of the national flag. In A Flag to Live
and Die For ~ A Short History of India’s
Tricolour (Aleph), diplomat and columnist
Navtej Sarna traces the evolution of the
flag across decades.

The national tricolour was not chosen
on a whim, It evolved through several
stages, dating back to 1907, when an early
version was presented to Surendranath
Banerjee, former Congress president, by
Bhupendranath Dutt, the younger brother
of Swami Vivekananda. Called the
Calcutta Flag, it was designed by
Sachindra Prasad Bose and Sukumar
Mitra. “The design of the flag was inspired
by the flag of the French Revolution. The
flag had three horizontal stripes of red,
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lotuses,” writes Sarna.

Around the same time, Swami
Vivekananda’s disciple, Sister Nivedita,
conceived a flag featuring the vajra, or
thunderbolt. Sister Nivedita was a
participant in the Swadeshi movement
and the flag used religious and spiritual
symbols to strike a chord with the masses.

The early decades of the 20th century
saw more experimentation with the idea
of the national flag. Many leaders of the
freedom movement believed that
Independence was around the corner and
that a national flag could stir emotions in
support of its attainment. Bhikaji Cama, a
prominent figure in the Independence

hoisted by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
However, his arrest by the British meant
that Aruna Asaf Ali performed the
honours in Bombay.

However, as musician and writer .M.
Krishna notes in We the People of India:
Decoding a Nation'’s Symbols (Context,
Westland), it was not until 2004, in Union
of India v. Naveen Jindal, that an Indian
citizen's fundamental right to fly the
national flag was formally recognised.
However, there are detailed rules on h
the national flag should be displayed,
handled, and used, set out in the Flag
Code of India, 2002. Insults to the flag are

movement, unfurled a modified version
of the Calcutta Flag in Stuttgart in 1907,
thereby becoming the first Indian to hoist
the Indian flag on foreign soil.

A new version of the flag emerged
during Annie Besant’s Home Rule
movement. In 1917, she hoisted a flag with
nine horizontal stripes — five red and four
green - in Coimbatore. The effort was
supported by several nationalist leaders.

In 1916, Pingali Venkayya, a freedom
fighter, published his book A National

punishable under the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971,
which prohibits burning, trampling, or
improper display.

Explaining the power of a symbol,
while speaking at The Hindu Lit for Life,
Krishna said, “(When) you walk on the
street, see a temple and you do a
namaskaram, you respond to a symbol...
Just recently, I was seeing the flag out of
my hotel room in Hyderabad, and it was
gorgeously fluttering, and it did

hing to me. Is it y? Isit

Flag for India, outlining his ideas for a
national emblem, Five years later,
Mahatma Gandhi asked him to design a
flag with the charkha, the spinning wheel
that had become a powerful symbol of
self-reliance. The tricolour as we
recognise it today emerged through these
iterations. During the Quit India

indoctrination? So, you're responding at
an emotional level. The thing about
symbolism is it’s often an emotional
activity.”

Debating the national song
While the flag has recently taken centre
stage, so has another national symbol, the

India’s national symbols under scrutiny
over use, meaning, and law

A complaint against Hardik Pandya draws attention to the rules governing the national flag and the history embedded in it; as debates over Vande
Mataram resurface, the discussion shows how national symbols evoke emotional responses while being shaped by law and historical tension

subject of debate in Parliament in recent
times,

Krishna writes about the difference
between the national anthem and the
national song. “Vande Mataram was a cry
for freedom against the tyranny of the
British in Bengal... Historian Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya dates the song to between
1872 and 1875... The first two stanzas were
penned during this period. The rest
seems to have been written later when
Bankim wrote his novel Anandmath...”

The debate over Vande Mataram
involved Rabindranath Tagore, who wrote
to Subhas Chandra Bose in 1937, saying,
“It is so evident that Bande Mataram is in
praise of Goddess Durga...no Muslim will
accept the ten-headed idol of goddess
Durga as a symbol of their country.”

This tension helped pave the way for
Jana Gana Mana, described by Krishna as
“a poetic mural that required meditation.”
He writes, “Long before the constitutional
acceptance, Subhas Chandra Bose had
named Jana Gana Mana the national
anthem....Once Jana Gana Mana was
designated as the national anthem, it
transformed into a multi-layered,
harmony-laden musical composition.”

In the light of these debates, Krishna
asks, “Should we treat Vande Mataram as
one song? An idea worth exploring.” His
open-ended conclusion gives a certain
immediacy in the light of the decision of
the Union government in February,
making it mandatory to sing the entire

yellow and green with eight half-open

Movement in 1942, the flag was to be

| song. Vande Mataram has been a

song in official functions and schools.
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22 India-bound ships on
Hormuz evacuation list

Of these, 20 vessels have been assessed as critical to India’s energy security, carrying over 5 lakh

tonnes of LNG, LPG and 1676 lakh tonnes of crude oil: many agencies join hands for evacuation

M. Kalyvanaraman
CHENNAI

wenty-two  India-

bound vessels in

the Persian Gulf re-
gion have been identified
for evacuation for safe pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz by the Indian go-
vernment.

Of these, 20 vessels have
been assessed as critical to
India’s energy security,
carrying some 2.15 lakh
metric tonnes of LNG, 3.21
lakh tonnes of LPG and
16.76 lakh tonnes of crude
oil. These vessels are both
Indian-flagged and foreign-
flagged but all are bound
for India.

Among the 20 energy-
critical vessels, 10 are In-
dian-flagged. The 20 ves-
sels include three LNG car-
riers, 10 LPG carriers, and
seven crude oil tankers.
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Indian-flagged vessel Jog Laodki carrying approximately 81,000 MT
of crude oil, berthed at Adani Port, Mundra on Wednesday. ANl

Marshall Island, Liberia,
Greece, Malta and Portugal
are some of the other flags
these ships carry.

In addition, two Indian-
flagged container vessels
have also been identified
for evacuation to ensure
safe passage through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Coordination is ongoing

with the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways;
Directorate of Naval Opera-
tions (DNO); Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG); and the Informa-
tion Fusion Centre-Indian
Ocean Region for the evac-
uation of the vessels from
the Persian Gulf region.
Two LPG carriers and

one oil tanker — Shivalik,
Nanda Devi and Jag Laadki
— were evacuated earlier,
escorted by the Indian Na-
vy from the Gulf of Oman
region. The three ships
have reached India. The
two LPG ships were carry-
ing some 97,000 tonnes of
the fuel. Navy sources had
told The Hindu that the es-
corting will continue in fu-
ture as well.

Shivalik has been par-
tially discharged at Mundra
and is awaiting commence-
ment of ship-to-ship opera-
tions by the charterer, 10C.
Nanda Devi has doubled-
banked with BW Birch for
ship-to-ship transfer at Va-
dinar. Cargo operations are
expected to start soon.
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Jharkhand Assembly passes
motion against VB-G RAM G

‘Centre-State financial funding ratio of 60:40 under the new Act is against federal structure’;

proposal, moved by Rural Development Minister, was passed by voice vote; BJP MLAs protest

Press Trust of India
RANCHI

he Jharkhand As-

sembly on Wednes-

day adopted a reso-
lution urging the Centre to
continue with the frame-
work of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) instead of its
new modified version, Vik-
sit Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM
G) Act.

Rural Development Mi-
nister Dipika Pandey Singh
moved the proposal in the
House, which was passed
by voice vote amid protests
by BJP MLAs. Opposing the
Centre’s VB-G RAM G, Ms.
Singh proposed to conti-
nue with the centrally-
sponsored framework of
MGNREGA to protect the li-
velihoods of the rural pop-
ulation in the State.

“1 propose that the de-
mand-based, rights-based,

-
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Jharkhand Rural Development Minister Dipika Pandey Singh said
the new Act will put financial burden on States. FiLE PHOTO

and fully Centrally-spon-
sored structure of the
MGNREGA scheme be
maintained. No tampering
of any kind should be done
with the provisions of the
original Act of 2005 to pro-
tect the interests of lakhs of
job card holder families in
Jharkhand,” Ms. Singh
said. The guarantee of 100

days of employment under
MGNREGA should be in-

creased to 150 days to stop
migration, she said.

Lifeline for families

Ms. Singh said MGNREGA
has been a lifeline for fami-
lies in Jharkhand, which
played a historical role in
reducing poverty, curbing

migration and women’s
empowerment.

“There are apprehen-
sions that provisions of
VB-G RAM G may lead to
violations of the rights of
rural people. The pro-
posed Act eliminates the
legal guarantee to demand
work and secure employ-
ment. It also adversely af-
fects the system of de-
mand-driven employment
in Jharkhand, particularly
for the landless, labourers,
and women,” she said.

The Minister said the
new Act imposes an addi-
tional burden on the
States.

“Under the new Act, the
Centre-State’s 60:40 finan-
cial funding ratio is against
the federal structure and
will impose an unbearable
financial burden on States
with limited resources,
such as Jharkhand.

The Centre should con-
tinue to provide financial
support as it has done in
the past,” she said.




KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

a)2s

Learn Beyond

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

GS Paper II - Polity

Karnataka govt. takes up Bill
to check caste-based killings

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Wednesday tabled the Kar-
nataka Freedom of Choice
in Marriage and Prevention
and Prohibition of Crimes
in the Name of Honour and
Tradition (Eva Nammava,
Eva Nammava) Bill, 2026,
in the Assembly.

It aims to curb the kill-
ings and other violence
arising from caste-based
objections to inter-caste
marriages.

The Bill notes that caste-
based discrimination con-
tinues in the State and of-
ten manifests in brutal
forms of violence, includ-
ing honour killings, partic-
ularly against young adults
who exercise their consti-
tutional right to choose
their life partners through

The Bill gnarantees
otection for adults

who enter into
inter-caste marria
against the wishes of

family or community

inter-caste marriages.

The proposed legisla-
tion seeks to ensure free-
dom of choice in marriage,

t caste-based
crimes, safeguard human
rights, and promote digni-
ty in inter-caste unions.

It also proposes the
creation of an ‘Ewa Nam-
mava, Eva Nammava (he/
she is ours)' Vedike in ev-
ery district to solemnise
and support inter-caste
marriages.

The government decid-
ed to introduce the Bill in
view of rising incidents of

violence and killings linked
to inter-caste marriages.

Stringent punishment
The Bill guarantees protec-
tion for consenting adults
entering into marriage and
provides safeguards
against family or commun-
ity coercion,

It proposes a minimum
punishment of five years’
imprisonment in cases
where a person or couple
is killed in the name of “ho-
nour”. In cases of injury, a
minimum of two years’ im-
prisonment along with a
fine of 32 lakh is proposed.

The legislation also pro-
hibits the assembly of five
or more persons with the
intention of condemning
or opposing a marriage on
grounds of caste, tribe,
community, tradition, or
family objections.

ez for selection of news under the PR Acth.
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LS extends term
of panel examining
simultaneous polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The term of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee ex-
amining the Bills seeking to
introduce  simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies was
extended once again on
Wednesday.

The Lok Sabha extend-
ed the tenure of the panel,
headed by senior BJP MP
P.P. Chaudhary, till the last
week of the Monsoon Ses-
sion. The  extension,
moved by Mr. Chaudhary,
was adopted by a voice
vote.

The simultaneous polls
Bills = The Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill,
2024, and the Union Terri-
tories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, were introduced
on December 17, 2024 in
the Lok Sabha and sent for
Parliamentary  scruftiny.

The panel has so far held 17
meetings.

Former Chief Justices
B.R. Gavai, Sanjiv Khanna,
DY. Chandrachud, U.L. La-
lit, and J.5. Khehar; senior
lawyer-MPs Kapil Sibal and
Abhishek Singhvi; senior
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad
and M. Veerappa Moily;
former IMF First Deputy
Managing Director Gita
Gopinath; and Prime Mi-
nister's Economic Adviso-
ry Council (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal, among
others, have appeared be-
fore the panel. The EAC-
PM released a working
paper ftitled “Estimating
Reduction in Polling Per-
sonnel Deployment Under
Simultaneous Elections”
by Mr. Sanyal and EAC-PM
Joint Director Satvik Dev,
who argued that “One Na-
tion, One Election™ may re-
duce polling personnel de-
ployment by 28%.
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Lok Sabha applies ‘guillotine’
to pass Demands for Grants
of *53 lakh cr. for Ministries

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha passed the
Demands for Grants of va-
rious Ministries for 2026-27
on Wednesday. The House
approved an expenditure
of over ¥53 lakh crore by
applying the guillotine,
passing the Demands for
Grants for various Minis-
tries without a discussion.
Earlier, it had discussed
Demands for Grants for
two Ministries = Agricul-
ture and Railways.
Replying to the debate
on agriculture, Agriculture

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan speaking in the Lok Sabha

—_—

during the second part of the Budget Session of Parliament. pTi

“The [Narendra] Modi
government brought these

aimed at guaranteeing
quality seeds, standard

Minister Shivraj Singh projects under the Prad- and reliable fertilizers, as
Chouhan said the Centreis  han Mantri Krishi Sinchai  well as safe and effective
committed to transform Yojanaand placed themon  pesticides for farmers.

society and shaping the fu-  priority. As a result, work Earlier, initiating the de-
ture of the nation. He said  is moving rapidly to ensure  bate for the Agriculture Mi-

the Opposition presented
half-truths in the name of
farmers’ welfare. He said
during the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment, out of 140 major irri-
gation projects, 99
remained stalled.

irrigation coverage for
nearly 2.7 million hectares
of additional agricultural
land,” he said.

Maintaining that the
new Pesticide and Seed
Bills will soon be imple-
mented, he said they were

nistry, Congress MP Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
said 750 farmers died in
Punjab during the agita-
tion against the now-re-
pealed farm laws and
sought compensation for
their families.
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What is new in transgender rights Bill?
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Ethyl chloroformate imports
from China: India opens probe

India on Tuesday opened an anti-dumping
investigation into ethyl chloroformate imports
from China after a domestic producer alleged the
chemical used in pharmaceutical and
agrochemical manufacturing was being sold at
unfairly low prices. The Directorate General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR), under the federal trade
ministry, said it initiated the probe following an
application by Paushak that alleged that imports
from China had caused “material injury” to
domestic producers. The Chinese embassy in
New Delhi did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. In December, India
imposed a three-year import tariff of 11% to 13%
on some steel imports, in an effort to curb cheap
Chinese products. Ethyl chloroformate is an
organic chemical intermediate widely used in
pharmaceutical and agrochemical
manufacturing. reuters
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Prices of polymer, derived from crude oil and natural gas, have risen by 50-60% creating margin

pressure; plastic manufacturers managing with stocks procured prior to W. Asia war outbreak

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

lastic product pric-
P es are expected to
rise by 50-60%
from April if the West Asia
crisis continues to impact
supply of key raw material,
mainly crude oil, industry
officials said. They said the
prices of polymer, derived
from crude oil and natural
gas, have risen by 50-60%
in the last few days, creat-
ing margin pressure.
Plastic manufacturers
said they are yet to fully
pass on the additional fi-
nancial burden to custom-
ers as they are managing
with the inventory pro-
cured well before the war
broke out. But stocks are
fast depleting, they said.

Burden of cost: The price of a small water bottle, which is 32 now,
is expected to go up to more than 3. R. VENGADESH

“The cost of a small wa-
ter bottle is about 32 and if
prices rise it would cost
more than 3. It all de-
pends on the bottled water
brand to either absorb that
cost or pass it on to buyers.
Similarly, the price of a 20-
litre plastic water bottle,
which is about 110 now,
can go up sharply,” indus-
try officials said.

r. Mehta said. The in-
creasing cost of packaging
materials has also threa-
tened to inflate the price of
food items in the retail
market. Rice producers in
Kangayam, a rice mill hub
in Tamil Nadu, said the
bags they used to pack 26
kg of rice used to cost ¥23 a

piece. Now, it is 329 a
piece. “We have local sup-
pliers who get the packing
material in rolls and stitch
it for us according to our
requirement. There is a de-
lay in getting those bags
too. We buy another type
of bag from Gujarat. The
prices of both these varie-
ties of bags have shot up,”
said Palaniswamy, presi-
dent of the Kangayam Rice
Mill Association.

The oil mill owners in

Kangayam said they pack
edible oil in plastic bottles

or pouches. A bottle that
used to cost 10 is now sold
for %15. The oil mills have
told their bulk buyers that
they may increase the end
product prices if this conti-
nues for a month. In Tirup-
pur, leading brands and all
hosiery manufacturers for
the domestic market have
announced that hosiery
products will be priced 37
more apiece as the cost of
inputs have shot up.

(With inputs from Soun-
dariya Preetha in
Coimbatore)
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The opportunity in Cameroon to rebalance the WTO

oday, trade is no longer just about

economics. It is increasingly used as a

geopolitical tool. Tariffs are imposed as
pressure tactics, and economic dependence is
somﬂlnmsed strategically. In this context, the

Report 2026 describes this as a move toward
“wrecking-ball

responses to distortive practices, and revisit
special and differential treatment so that it
remains meaningful in today’s economic
conditions.

Institutional adaptability is also important. The

World Muﬂmm WTO's structures were designed for a smaller and

Conference (MCH4), to be held in Yaoundé, Rajeev Ranjan multilateral commitments, If this continues, less complex membership, which contributes to

Cameroon, Alrica (March 26-29, 2026), comes at Chaturvedy rule-based trade could be replaced by ad hoc today’s deadlock. Some countries are moving

AN IMpOrtant Moment. The real SSue &5 Hol Tp—— arrangements shaped mainly by power rather ahead in smaller groups on issues such as

whether the WTO needs reform, but whether it Professor, heading than shared principles. e-commerce, investment facilitation, and

can the School of services, These efforts can help progress, but
International Global production has they must remain transparent, inclusive and

s e s

WTO in turmoil

Relations and Peace
Studies, and founding
coordinator of the

Against this backdrop, the MCi4 offers a chance
not just to fix technical problems but to also
restore balance between predictability and

connected to the wider WTO framework.
Flexibility should help the system move forward,
not divide it. If such initiatives remain open to all

The WTO is facing its biggest crisis since its Centre for Bay of fairness. The original balance of rights and members and eventually become part of
founding in 1995. Its dispute settlement system is :"I"'; s‘l“’d.'“' - obligations in the WTO no longer reflects today's common WTO rules, they can support reform
still effectively paralysed because the Appell R::" ;h;m"' reality. Emerging economies now export instead of fragmentation.

Body appointments have been stalled for years.
This weakens trust in the system, since rules
matter only when they can be enforced. At the
same time, WTO negotiations have struggled to
keep pace with major shifts in global trade. Digital
commerce is growing rapidly and now forms a
large part of cross-border economic activity. Yet,
WTO rules have not evolved at the same pace.
Decision-making has also become slow and
difficult. With 166 members at very different
levels of development, consensus is hard to reach
and cumbersome. As a result, many negotiati

advanced and technology-intensive products,
climate-related trade measures are
and digital networks are reshaping how g!obal
production works.

Rules designed Tor a late 20th century trading
system cannot fully govern a 2ist century one.

Reform must start with restoring credibility to
enforcement. Without a functioning dispute

! system, i

Members need to rebuild a binding, trusted
mechanism rather than relying mainly on

y alternatives that lack universal

lose their value.

Ultimately, WTO reform is not only technical
but also normative. The Munich Security Report
warns that a world shaped mainly by
transactional deals would favour the powerful
and leave weaker countries vulnerable,

The choice is clear

The WTO's value lies in preventing exactly this
outcome by ensuring that trade is governed by
rules rather than coercion. In an era of strategic
competition, rules do not weaken sovereignty;
they protect countries from economic

produce limited outcomes and Iong pendlng scholar at Nalanda atcerp(ance. A robust dispute-resolution system domination.
issues remain unresolved. University, Rajgir, helps remove politics from conflicts and keeps The choice before the MC14 is crystal clear.
ile, geopolitical and the Bihar confidence in multilateral rules. Members can undertake serious reform,

growing use of tariffs as political tools have G A At the same time, pn.-dncubduy must go hand preserving the WTO’s stabilising core while
distorted markets. However, these problems l‘h" World in hand with fairness. Long: pdating its rules, procedures and developmental
should not be mistaken for irrelevance. Most Trade over agncultuml subsidies, market distortions balance, or allow the system to drift further into
global trade still operates under WTO rules. If Organization’s and need parent fragmentation. Achieving reform will require
enforceable multilateral rules weaken, global Ministerial solutions. Ma.ny developing countries argue that political will and shared responsibility.
trade would become unpredictable and unstable. Conference while WTO rules ensure the rule of law, they do Rebalancing the WTO is ultimately about
Smaller and poorer countries would suffer the must ensure not always deliver the rule of justice. In other securing a workable framework for cooperation
most, because they rely on common rules to that t r_uic is words, rules may be legally correct but still in a world where economic interdependence is
protect th fromp 5 * produce outcomes that feel unequal or still unavoidable. If the MCI4 seizes this
economies. governed by developmentally unfair. opportunity, it can show that reform

The WTO’s challenges are also part of a wider rules rather Reform should, therefore, improve remains the most credible path to sustaining

shift in the global order. The Munich Security

than coercion

'y on subsidies, create credible

global trade governance.
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Plastic goods prices to rise
60% as war impacts polymer

Prices of polymer, derived from crude oil and natural gas, have risen by 50-60% creating margin

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

lastic product pric-
P es are expected to
rise by 50-60%

from April if the West Asia
crisis continues to impact
supply of key raw material,
mainly crude oil, industry
officials said. They said the
prices of polymer, derived
from crude oil and natural
gas, have risen by 50-60%
in the last few days, creat-
ing margin pressure.

Plastic manufacturers
said they are yet to fully
pass on the additional fi-
nancial burden to custom-
ers as they are managing
with the inventory pro-
cured well before the war
broke out. But stocks are
fast depleting, they said.

“Manufacturers are pro-
curing raw material based
on the order on a day-to-
day basis and pricing the
supplies based on the raw
material price,” said Sunil
Shah, president, All India
Plastics Manufacturers’ As-
sociation (AIPMA).

Burden of cost: The price of a small water bottle, which is 22 now,
is expected to go up to more than ¥3. R VENGADESH

“The cost of a small wa-
ter bottle is about ¥2 and if
prices rise it would cost
more than 3. It all de-
pends on the bottled water
brand to either absorb that
cost or pass it on to buyers,
Similarly, the price of a 20-
litre plastic water bottle,
which is about 10 now,
can go up sharply,” indus-
try officials said.

Confirming that polym-
er prices had gone up over
the last few weeks, Arvind
M Mehta, chairman, All In-
dia Plastics Manufacturers

Association said despite
the price hike, exports
could continue. “For ex-
ports, we are positive be-
cause our international
competitors will have the
same raw material price,”
Mr. Mehta said. The in-
creasing cost of packaging
materials has also threa-
tened to inflate the price of
food items in the retail
market. Rice producers in
Kangayam, a rice mill hub
in Tamil Nadu, said the
bags they used to pack 26
kg of rice used to cost ¥23 a

pressure; plastic manufacturers managing with stocks procured prior to W. Asia war outbreak

piece. Now, it is 229 a
piece. “We have local sup-
pliers who get the packing
material in rolls and stitch
it for us according to our
requirement. There is a de-
lay in getting those bags
too. We buy another type
of bag from Gujarat. The
prices of both these varie-
ties of bags have shot up,”
said Palaniswamy, presi-
dent of the Kangayam Rice
Mill Association.

The oil mill owners in
Kangayam said they pack
edible oil in plastic bottles
or pouches. A bottle that
used to cost 10 is now sold
for 25, The oil mills have
told their bulk buyers that
they may increase the end
product prices if this conti-
nues for a month. In Tirup-
pur, leading brands and all
hosiery manufacturers for
the domestic market have
announced that hosiery
products will be priced 37
more apiece as the cost of

inputs have shot up.

(With inputs from Soun-
dariya Preetha in
Coimbatore)
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The Indian Sugar & Bio-
energy Manufacturers As-
sociation (ISMA) has writ-
ten to the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO), urging the
Government for a fast-
tracked and calibrated
roadmap for ethanol
blending beyond E20,

‘Initiate a pilot’

The Grain Ethanol Manu-
facturers Association re-
cently appealed to the
Centre to initiate a study or
pilot programme to exa-
mine technical feasibility,
safety standards and eco-
nomic viability of ethanol-
based cooking solutions.

With the Iran war result-
ing in higher ol prices and

An ethanol based cook stove.

LPG shortage, they want

the government to pro-
mote the use of ethanol.

India now imports al-
most 85% of crude oil. The
West Asia tensions and dis-
ruptions in global shipping
routes showed vulnerahili-
ties in global energy supply
chains, ISMA said.

India now has an in-

Producers make a pitch for
increasing use of ethanol

stalled distillation capacity
of almost 2,000 crore litre
(including both sugar- and
grain-based ethanol), with
sugar sector contributing
about 900 crore litre, The
ethanol need for achieving
E20 blending is estimated
at about 1,100 crore litre a
year indicating only about
55% of the installed capaci-
ty will be used.

“India possesses adeg-
uate local ethanol produc-
tion capacity to move
beyond E20, making this
an opportune moment for
a calibrated and forward-
looking roadmap,” said
Deepak Ballani, DG, ISMA,

“Advancing higher etha-
nol blends, phased roll-out
of flex-fuel vehicles will
boost value retention with-
in domestic economy.”




