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Exclusion from electoral rolls
doesn't repeal voting rights
forever, says Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The rights of West Bengal
voters purged from the
electoral rolls during the
special intensive revision
(SIE), and unable to make
it to any of the supplemen-
tary lists ahead of the As-
sembly election, cannot be
“washed away forever”,
the Supreme Court said on
Wednesday.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant
made the observation in
the context of 19 tribunals
constituted by the Election
Commission of India (EC)
to hear appeals of persons
excluded from the electo-
ral roll.

Justice Jovmalya Bagehi,
on the Bench, said the ad-
judication and appellate
processes of the SIR exer-
cise must be taken to its
logical conclusion, and
anything less would lead to

The SIR
eXETCise st
be taken to its logical
conclusion, and
anything less would
lead to an extremely
JUSTICE
JOYMALYA
BAGCHI
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judge

an “extremely oppressive”
situation.

The Bench also high-
lighted a Calcutta High
Court communication say-
ing nearly 47 lakh of a total
60 lakh claims under adju-
dication had already been
disposed of and the re-
maining would be cleared
by April 7.

The appellate hearings
would ensure justice for
those excluded incorrectly,
CJ1 Kant said.

The Bench directed that

the poll body should pro-
vide the tribunals com-
plete access to the reasons
and remarks recorded by
adjudicating officers on
why “logical discrepancy
was justified and deletion
of a person from the elec-
toral roll was warranted™.

The appellate tribunals,
notiied by the EC on
March 20, are presided ov-
er by former Chief Justices
and judges of High Courts.
Chief Justice Kant said the
appellate hearings before
seasoned judges in the tri-
bunals would ensure that
justice would be done to
those excluded incorrectly.

The final date for filing
nominations for the first
phase of elections, which
will see 152 of the total 294
Assembly constituencies
go to poll, was April 6.
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While cutting down on oil, India must
aviold new forms of dependence

lobal energy shocks are not new. The

wiorld has seen them before — in the early

19705 after the Yom Kippur War; in 1979
following the Iranian Revolution; in 1990-91 after
Irag's invasion of Kuwait, and in 2022 after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Yet, the present crisis
triggered by American-lsraeli strikes on Iran is
materizlly different. While Russia’s war with Uk-
raine sharpened the geopolitical use of natural
#as, the current conflict has simultaneously dis-
rupted oil and gas Hows. This disruption comes at
a moment of profound transition in the global
energy system. The International Energy Agency
has underlined that transport electrification is
frmly underway, with electric vehicles displac-
ing about 0.9 million barrels per day (mbyd) of oil
demand in 2023, rising over 30% to about 1.3
mbyid in 2024, This still amounts to barely 1%-1.3%
of global oil demand, but it signals a structural
shift. A supply shock of roughly 8 mb/d could ac-
celerate the transition away from fossil fuels.

The energy transition could also unsettle the
dollars long-standing dominance in global ener-
gy trade. The "petrodollar” system, forged in the
aftermath of the 19705 oil shocks through UL5.-
Gult strategic alignment, ensured that oil was
priced in dollars and that surplus revenues were
recycled imto 1.5 hnancial markets, This under-
pinned both the Bnancialisation of oil and Amer-
ica's capacity to sustain large hscal deficits. The
emerging paradigm is more fragmented, with
energy shitting from a globally traded commodi-
ty to geographically dispersed supply chains
centred on critical minerals. Lithium reserves are
concentrated in Chilbe (30°%), Argentina (13%) and
Australia (20%+), The Democratic Bepublic of
Congo gccounts for over 7% of global cobalt pro-
duction, while Indonesia dominates the nickel
market. Copper, crucial for electrification, is like-
wise concentrated in Chile and Peru. Canada is
emerging as a key supplier of nickel, cobalt, and
lithiwm, while Australia leads lithium production
for western supply chains. Yet, the decisive ad-
vantage lies in processing and manufacturing,
where China is dominant. This raises the possibil-
ity that a future energy system could be as depen-
dent on Chinese industrial capacity — and poten-
tially the yuanm — as the old system was on
dollar-denominated oil. For countries such as In-
dia, this presents a dilemma. The transition off-
ers an apportunity to reduce fossil fuel depen-
dence, but also risks creating new technodogical
and supply chain dependencies. Navigating this
landscape will require a conscious strategy root-
ed in the Globhal South’s legacy of non-alignment
— securing resources, building domestic techno-
logical capabilities in manufzcturing and pro-
cessing, and avoiding a new form of dependence
that merely shifts old hierarchies.
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How anti-corruption bodies are politicised

t began with great fanfare.

Investigative agencies

announced a massive

corruption conspiracy case
in Delhi's excise policy, alleging
kickbacks of ¥100 crore and a
deep nexus between business
interests and politicians. The case,
which was investigated by the
Central Bureau of Investigation,
with parallel proceedings by the
Enforcement Directorate, led to
the arrest of political figures,
including then Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia and
businesspersons. Months of
custody, prolonged interrogation,
and repeated court hearings
followed. The case dominated
television debates for months,
shaping electoral narratives and
public perception.

Now, vears later, the case ended
with a judicial order from the trial
court declining even to frame
charges. The court concluded that
the prosecution had failed to
produce material establishing a
prima focie case of criminal
conspiracy or bribery. It also
noted the absence of clear
evidence linking policy decisions
to illegal personal gain.

What began as one of the most
sensational corruption
Proseculions in recent memory
has ended, and left us with an
uncomfortable question — how
did a case launched with such
certainty fail to cross even the
basic threshold required for trial?

Lingering questions

The most immediate question is
insritutional. should an
investigating agency initiate a
prosecution of this magnitude
without a reasonably solid
evidentiary foundation?

The decision to register a First
Information Report (FIR) is legally
the beginning of a criminal
process. But in politically sensitive
cases, italso carries immense
CONSEqUENCES — arrests,
reputational damage, and long
periods of incarceration before
trial. When a case collapses at the
threshold stage, it inevitably

Yashovardhan
Azad

Retired IPS officer
wiha has served as the
Central Infermation
Commissioner,
Secretary Security
GOl and Special
Director Intelligence
Buraau

The head of an
investigative
agency needs to
ensure that
prosecutions are
grounded in
evidence rather
than suspicion
or political
momentunm

invites speculation that the
investigation itsell may have been
driven by extranecus pressures.

The head of an investigative
agency. therefore, needs to ensure
that prosecutions are grounded in
evidence rather than suspicion or
political momentum.

The judicial threshold

The collapse of such high-profile
cases is not unique to [ndia.
Corruption is among the most
difficult crimes to prove anvwhere
in the world. This is because
unlike violent crimes, corruption
rarely leaves visible evidence.
Money moves through
intermediaries, shell companies,
consultancy contracts, or political
donations. The benefit mav not
even appear as cash - it may
appear as favourable regulatory
decisions or advantageous
contracts. Hemce, successiul
corruption prosecutions usually
depend on a complex evidentiary
architecture: financial trails,
documentary records, digital
communications, and
corroborated witness testimonies.

If any link in this chain is
missing, courts hesitate o nfer
criminal intent. The Supreme
Court has repeatedly held that
policy decisions taken by
Fovernments cannot antomatically
be criminalised unless there is
clear evidence of dishonest intent
and personal gain. This is exactly
what was inferred by the court in
the Delhi excise policy case. And
while these principles protect
individuals from politically
motivated prosecutions, they also
make corruption cases difficult to
sustain.

However, the real difficulty may
lie less in judicial standards and
more in investigative capacity.
Many corruption prosecutions in
India still rely heavily on witness
statements rather than on forensic
financial analysis. Modern
corruption investigations reguire
sophisticated tools: forensic
accounting, data analytics, tracing
beneficial ownership of
companies, and reconstruction of
financial flows across jurisdictions.

Agencies in countries such as
Singapore and Hong Kong have
developed specialised expertise in
these argas.

In contrast, India's investigative
ecoEysiem remains fragmented
across multiple agencies with
uneven coordination.

The political dilemma

The Kejriwal case illusirates a
deeper structural dilemma in
Indian democracy. On the one
hand, corruption in public life
remains a widely acknowledged
problem. Allegations surround
major public contracts from liguor
policies to irrigation projects.
Public confidence requires that
such allegations be investigated
seriously. On the other hand,
criminal law must not become a
weapon in political hands. If
arrests and prosecutions are
pereeived as tools of the political
executive, the legitimacy of
anti-corruption institutions suffers
irreparable damage.

While India's anti-corruption
agencies have secured many
convictions in trap cases where
officials were caught accepting
bribes, large policy-level
corruption cases have rarely
ended in successful prosecutions.
When allegations of corruption
surround large public contracts
bt rarely lead to convictions,
public cynicism deepens. What
India needs are credible examples
of rfigorous investigation and
successiul prosecution in huge
bribery cases. Such cases would
demonstrate that corruption can
be punished without
compromising legal faimess.

The excise policy case should
therefore not be seen merely as a
political victory or loss. It should
prompt a broader institutional
reflection. Investigative agencies
must strengthen their capacity for
financial forensics and evidence
gathering. Prosecutors must
ensure that cases brought before
courts are built on robust
evidentiary foundations. And
political leaders must resist the
temptation to deploy criminal law
as a tool of partisan contest.
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Indias higher educational system must shift its focus from institutional expansion (o ensuring equity and quality education

[ DATA POINT

Anand Kumar
M. K. Shravan
Rosa Abraham

hile India’s higher edu-
Wcation sector has ex-
panded rapidly in re-

cent decades, with many new
tions and more stud en-

The Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER). which is the share of popu-
lation aged 18-23 enrolled in higher
education, has increased from 16%
in 2011 to 28% as of 2022. India's
GER in higher education is now
broadly in line with countries at si-
milar levels of per capita income.
Importantly, enrolment rates for
men and women have almost con-
verged. Participation among disad-

rolled than ever before, has this ex-
pansion truly translated into equit-
able access alongside adequate
capacity for delivering quality edu-
cation? The State of Working India
2026 report tries to answer this.

India’s higher education sector
has seen massive expansion in the
last few decades, at least in terms
of the setting up of colleges and
universities. From about 1,600 col-
leges and universities in 1950,
most of which were publicly fund-
ed, the number had grown to over
69,000 by 2022. Most of this ex-
pansion has been recent, and dri-
ven largely by private providers.
College density has also increased
nationally, from 29 colleges per
lakh youth in 2010 to 45 in 2021
But large regional disparities re-
main. For instance, many districts
in northern and eastern States
have fewer than 18 colleges per
lakh youth population.

However, college expansion has
not been matched by a commen-
surate expansion in teaching ca-
pacity. Regulatory norms recom-
mend between 15 and 25 students
per teacher. Even at its best, the av-
erage college had about 24 stu-
dents per teacher in 2010. The sit-
uation worsened to 35.4 in 2016
and stood at 32 in 2021. Many
northern districts consistently re-
port particularly high student-
teacher ratios, despite substantial
institutional expansion in these re-
gions (Map 1). Faculty numbers
have not kept pace with either the
growth in institutions or the rise in
enrolment. This is especially con-
cerning since these regions ac-
count for a large share of India’s
youth population.

el

ged social groups has also im-
proved significantly over the past
decade (Chart 2). Between 2011
and 2022, enrolment rates among
Scheduled Castes increased from
11% to 26%, while for Scheduled
Tribes they rose from 8% to 21%.

However, graduates in India are
still  disproportionately drawn
from the richest households.
While the share of graduates from
poorer households has increased
between 20072017, it is still a long
way away from equitable access.

Cost barrier

What students study reveals
another layer of inequality. As
household incomes rise, the likeli-
hood of entering engineering and
other professional courses increas-
es. Conversely, students from low-
income households are more like-
Iy to pursue courses in humanities
and commerce streams (Chart 3).
Professional degree courses are
significantly more expensive, and
thus inaccessible for poorer, finan-
cially constrained households. A
medicine degree costs ¥97,400
while an engineering degree costs
¥72,600 annually as of 2017-18. For
poorer households, the annual
fees for professional degrees often
exceed their average per capita
consumption expenditure.

Thus, expanding institutions
alone is not sufficient. Bridging re-
gional gaps, investing in faculty ca-
pacity, and addressing the cost
barriers associated with profes-
sional education is critical to make
higher education more inclusive.
The focus must shift from expan-
sion to equity, ensuring that high-
er education can translate into im-
proved economic opportunities.

.

Course of privilege

AISHE and the NSS Social Expenditure on Education
Surveys show that higher-income students prefer
engineering/professional courses, while lower-income
students choose humanities and commerce

CHART 2: Gross enrolments across different social groups,
Others include the General category and other groups not
classified elsewhere
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Anand Kumar and Rosa Abraham teach economics at Azim
Premji University. M. K. Shravan is Research Associate at Azim
Prem|i University. Views expressed are personal
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Centre puts off FCRA Bill as
protests erupt in Lok Sabha

Amendment Bill is not aimed at

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

mid strong protests
A from  Opposition
benches, Parlia-

mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Wednesday
informed the Lok Sabha
that the government did
not intend to bring a Bill to
amend the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) in the ongoing Bud-
get Session.

Mr. Rijiju accused the
Opposition of misleading
people in Kerala and
across the country ahead
of the Assembly election in
the State. “I had told the
Congress yesterday [Tues-
day] that since the Bill has
been introduced, it has
been listed for considera-
tion and passage for Wed-
nesday. But today [Wed-
nesday], the FCRA
(amendment) Bill is not be-
ing taken up for discus-
sion,” he said.

Protests erupted in the
House as soon as the Ques-
tion Hour began at 11 a.m.,
with Opposition members,
mainly from Kerala, raising
slogans against the provi-
sions of the FCRA {(Amend-
ment) Bill.

misuse of foreign contributions, says
KlmanjﬂumumamnamﬂveMltmuldmgtmhmﬂtthmﬂommatmcdvefadgnmm

On the defensive: Partiamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks
in the Rajya Sabha in New Delhi on Wednesday. Sansap TV

Mr. Rijiju said the Bill,
introduced last month,
seeks to protect national
security and interest and
asserted that it is not
aimed at any religion or or-
ganisation. It is intended to
prevent misuse of foreign
contributions, he said.

“Since there are elec-
tions in Kerala, the Con-
gress and the Communists
are spreading wrong things
about the Bill," he said.

As Opposition members
trooped into the Well of
the House, Speaker Om
Birla adjourned the pro-
ceedings till 12 noon. Even
before the House met, Op-
position members protest-
ed outside the main en-

trance of Parliament.

Itis not only the Opposi-
tion protests but also pres-
sure from the Kerala unit of
the BJP that seems to have
forced the government to
rethink pushing the FCRA
(Amendment) Bill in the
Budget session.

Key proposal

One of the key proposals of
the Bill is to establish a
“Designated Authority” to
manage and dispose of fo-
reign funds and assets of
NGOs whose registration is
suspended, cancelled, or
not renewed. In poll-
bound Kerala, a narrative
has emerged that these
provisions can be misused

to crack down on minority
institutions such as church-
es, which may receive fo-
reign funds.

Such a concern could
not have come up at a
worse time for the BJP as
the party, after it won one
out of the 20 seats in Kerala
in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, has been reaching
out to the Christian com-
munity in the State to build
a dedicated vote base.

Senior CPI(M) leader
and Rajya Sabha member
John Brittas accused the
Union government of
blocking attempts to seek
elementary information on
the government's policy
decisions regarding FCRA,
saying routine parliamen-
tary questions on the issue
are now treated as “secret
in nature”.

In a detailed post on X,
Mr. Brittas said that since
2024 he has submitted
eight questions seeking
clarity on FCRA suspen-
sions, cancellations, non-
renewals, fresh registra-
tions, and the removal of
public access to NGO-wise
data from the FCRA dash-
board. “Yet, none of those
questions elicited any res-
ponse,” he wrote.
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a step forward against dengue,
but not a silver bullet

Indias first dengue vaccine offers hope at reducing severe disease even as evolving viral patterns warrant cautious optimismm; the vaccine is best

understood as one that modifies the disease rather than blocks transmission, meaning outbreaks will not disappear

Vipin M. Vashishtha

ndia’s long wait for 2 dengue

vaccine may finally be coming to an

end. Takeda's tetravalent dengue

vaccine, TAK-00G (called '(denga'l,
recently received clearance from the
Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under
the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGT) for use among individuals aged 4
to &0 years. This marks a significant
milestone in the country's fight against a
disease that causes millions of infections
and thousands of hospitalisations every
wear, especially among children.

While India has not experienced a
large natiomwide dengue surge in the past
year, the disease remains endemnic, with
substantial transmission and a long-term
rising trend. For decades, dengue control
in India relied almost entirely on vector
controd measures such as eliminating
mosquito breeding sites, insecticide use,
and public awareness campaigns. While
essential, these strategies have had
limited success in preventing recurring
outbreaks. The arrival of a vaccine,
theretore, represents a shift from a
reactive to a mare preventive approach.

TAK-003 comes with several
advantages. It has been evaluated in large
#lobal trials involving more than 23,000
participants and has already been
approved in more than 40 countries.
Impaortantly, unlike an earlier denaue
vaccine, it does not require
pre-vaccination screening to determine
prior dengue infection, making it simpler
to use in real-world settings. The vaccine
has also demonstrated good satety and,
crucially, strong protection against severe
dengue and hospitalisation — bath
outcomes that matter the most in clinical
practice.

In a country like India, where
healthcare systems are often stretched
during dengue seasons, even a modest
reduction in the number of severe cases
could have a substantial impact. Fewer
hospital admissions, reduced intensive

care burden, and lower mortality in
children and adolescents would all
represent meaningful gains.

Challenges and limitations

However, it is equally important to
recognise what this vaccine can and
cannot achieve. Dengue is caused by four
closely related but distinct viruses, known
as serotypes (DENY-1 to DENV-4).
Immunity to one serofype does not
guarantes protection against the others,
and in some cases, can even predispose
an individual to more severe disease upon
subsequent infection. This makes
developing a vaccine for dengue uniquely
challenging: an effective vaccine must
provide balanced protection against all
four serotypes.

Herein lies a key limitation of TAK-O03.
While it performs very well against the
DENV-2 serotype, since it was developed
on the DENV-2 backbone, and reasonably
well against DENYV-, its effectiveness
against DENV-3 and DENV-4 appears to be
lower — particularly in individuals who
have not previously been infected with
dengue.

This is not merely a theoretical
concern. India's dengue epidemicdogy is
evolving, with increasing reports of
DENV-3 becoming more prominent in
several regions.

Recent data from India also show that
all four dengue serotypes continue to
co-circulate, with DENY-2 still
predominant in many regions bat DENY-3
contributing a substantial and increasing
proportion of cases.

For instance, surveillance from North
and Western India has reported DENV-2
accounting for around 48-66%, of cases,
tollowed by DENV-3 at around 20-30%,
with DENV-1 and DENV-4 contributing
smialler shares.

If this trend continues, the overall
effectiveness of the vaccine at a
population level may be lower than
expected. [n simple terms, while
vaccinated individuals are stll likely to be

protected from severe disease, they may
continue to experience dengue infections,
especially during outhreaks dominated by
DENY-3.

This distinction is crucial. TAK-003 is
best undersiood as a vaccine that
madifies the disease rather than as one
that blocks transmission. In other words,
it is likely to reduce the severity of illness
rather than prevent infection altogether.
As a result, dengue outbreaks will not
disappear and public health measures
such as vector control will remain
indispensable.

Another important consideration is
cost and access. Dengue vaccines are
expected to be relatively expensive, and
TAE-D03 requires two doses administered
three months apart. The expected price
of TAK-003 in India is likely 3 ,000-6,000
per dose and T6,000-12,000 for the full
course. While public programmes may
affer the shots at lower prices, questions
about affordability and compliance —
particularly among lower-income and
rural populations — remain unanswered,
At least in the initial years, uptake is likely
to be limited to the private sector or
targeted programmes in areas with a high
burden of dengue.

The SEC has appropriately mandated
post-marketing safety and effectiveness
studies in the Indian population. These
will be critical to understand how the
vaccine performs in real-world
conditions, across different regions and
serotype patterns.

Looking ahead, TAK-003 may be onby
the first step in India's dengue vaccine
journey. A second generation of vaccines,
hased on a different scientific approach
developed by the LS. Mational Institutes
af Health (NIH), is currently under
evaluation.

Indian pipeline

India's dengue vaccine pipeline is
advancing, with an indigenous candidate
called ‘Dengisll’, developed by Panacea
Bioter in collaboration with the Indian
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Council of Medical Research, currently
undergoing large phase [l clinical trials.

A similar vaccine has already been
approved in Brazil and it has shown
strong protection against severe dengue.
1f the Indian candidate is also successtul,
it could be available around 2027, These
vaccines aim to provide maore balanced
protection across all four serotypes and
may offer the additional advantage of a
single-dose regimen.

Early data from similar vaccines tested
elsewhere are also promising, particularly
in terms of protecting against severe
dengue and broader serotype coverage. [F
these Andings are confirmed in Indian
trials, such vaccines could be better
suited for large-scale public health
deployment.

For policymakers, the challenge will be
to balance urgency with prudence. There
15 & clear and immediate need to reduce
the burden of severe dengue and TAE-003
15 & valuable tool with which to achieve
this. At the same time, the long-term
strategy must remain flexible, allowing for
the country to adopt better vaccines as
the evidence evolves.

For clinicians, clear communication
will be essential. Their own and their
patients' expectations need to be realistic:
the vaccine is not a cure-all bue itis a
meaningful step forward. Even if it does
not eliminate dengue, it can save lives and
reduce complications.

Ultimately, the introduction of a
dengue vaccine in India should be seen
not as the culmination of efforts but as the
beginning of a new phase. Success will
depend not only on the vaccine itself but
also on how well it is integrated with
surveillance, vector control, and future
innovations.

In public health, progress often comes
incrementally. TAK-003 may not be the
final answer to dengue in India bur it is
undoubtedly an important start.

(Wipin M. Vashishtha is director and
paediatrician, Mangla Hospital and
Research Centre, Bijnor)



