2)2s

Learn Beyond

KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

GS Paper II - Polity

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

Date: 06.05.26

How ‘bulldozer justice’ undermines the law

he sight of a

five-vear-old gifting a

toy to Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister Yogi
Aditvanath on March 27 at
Gorakhpur made for a tender
photo moment. The Chief Minister
returned the gift and asked the
child to focus on her studies.

A child showing her admiration
for a political leader is nothing out
of the ordinary, as leaders are
meant to be role models for the
younger generation. But the
five-vear-old's choice of toy — a
replica of a bulldozer - raises
uncomfortable questions. The
episode not only shows public
approval for “bulldozer justice”, it
also reflects the normalisation of
extrajudicial action by the state.
What is arguably a problematic
political symbal is now part of cur
evervday consciousness and holds
the potential to influence
impressionable minds.

The much-hailed “bulldozer
justice” model isn't just a negation
of the concept of due process but
a direct challenge to it.

Not the first time
Though “bulldoger justice” is now
part of Indias political lexicon, the
concept of bulldozers being used
as an instrument of state policy is
not new. Instances of bulldozers
being used to clear
encroachments and demolish
unauthorised houses in Old
Delhi's Turkman Gate area in 1976
when the country was under the
Emergency imposed by the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
have been well chronicled.
Howeever, there is a key
difference in how such actions
have been perceived over time.
From being examined as part of
the excesses of the Emergency by
a judicial commission, bulldozer
action is now being amplified as a
symbol of the state’s firmness in
dealing with those who break the
law. It is premised on the fact that
judicial processes are
cumbersome and come in the way
of delivering instant retributive
justice. n an era of 10-minute
deliveries, government authorities
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The image of
swilt destruction
creates an
impression of
decisive
leadership, but
it also
normalises the
idea that
executive
authority can
override legal
safiepuards

are not immune to the same
pressure. And since the judicial
process does not follow a fixed
tmeline, some argue that this
pressure is multiplied.

The drive for ‘instant’ justice
The backlog of cases across all
courts in India has crossed 5.5
crore, with the figure in the
Supreme Court alone accounting
for over 80,000 cases. The India
Justice Report 2025 noted that
there are only 15 judges for every
million Indians, as against a 1987
Law Commission of India
recommendation of 50 judges per
one million. In 22 of the 25 States,
the same report noted, cases
pending for over three years in
subordinate courts amount to 25%
of all pending cases. And across 25
High Courts, the number of cases
which are pending for over five
vears account for 51%.

The burden of proof and the
long road to litigation often act as
a deterrent and, therefore,
commaen citizens prefer quick
Jjustice. And when government
authorities are under constant
scruting and quick feedback, the
pressure of “instant delivery of
Justice™ s quite high.

But what an individual prefers,
even a majority of them, cannot
be the state’s choice. In a state
governed by the rule of law, there
is no place for majoritarian
populism. The tenets of criminal
Jjurisprudence consider any crime
against an individual as one
against sociery. And the state can
dispense justice only in
accordance with the law.

The problem with bulldozer
Justice lies precisely in the fact
that it substitutes spectacle for
procedure. Demolitions carried
out immediately after an alleged
offence, often before
Investigations are completed, blur
the distinction between
punishment and an extrajudicial
action carried out by the state. In
such cases, the state assumes the
role of investigator, judge and
executioner at once. This
dissolution of power between the
organs of the state undermines the

very principles thar underpin a
constitutional democracy.

There is another aspect that is
often overlooked. If the
demolitions of the homes of the
accused are for purported
violations of land or municipal
laws, it begs the question: why did
the government allow such a
structure in the first place? Is it an
admission that a corrupt system
allowed such a home to be built
right before the gaze of law
enforcers? But if the demaolitions
are meant to convey a message of
zero tolerance towards crime,
then it runs foul of the law. The
state cannot reduce itself to the
level of vigilante groups, whose
main purpose of existence is to
hand out “instant justice".

The image of swift destruction
creates an impression of decisive
leadership, but it also normalises
the idea that executive authority
can override legal safeguards
whenever public anger demands
immediate retribution. Over time,
this risks weakening institutional
credibility and erodes citizens’
trust in lawiul processes.

Strengthen institutions
The real solution to public
frustration with the justice system
lies not in bypassing it, but in
strengthening it. Expanding
Jjudicial capacity, filling vacancies,
modernising court infrastructure
and improving investigative
processes would address the
underlving causes of delay far
more effectively than theatrical
displays of coercive powers. Cases
involving heinous crimes must be
mandatorily assigned to fast-rrack
courts that are focused on speedy
disposals with frequent hearings.
However, a constitutional state
derives its legitimacy not from the
speed of punishment but from its
unimpeachable principles and the
fairness of its processes.
“Bulldozer justice” may satisfy a
demand for instant retribution,
but it erodes the foundations of
the rule of law and risks reducing
the state to a vigilante group.

sandeep hekanihehindu.co.in
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Cabinet approves
four more judges
for Supreme Court

MEW DELHL

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved an in-
crease in the number of
judges of the Supreme
Court from 34, which in-
cludes the Chief Justice of
India, toa total of 38,

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the top
court currently has a sanc-
tioned strength of 33 judg-
es and the Chief Justice of
India (CJD. A Bill would be
brought in the next session
of Parliament to raise this
strength by four.

The Cabinet approval is
a step towards tiding over
the contnuing crisis of
pendency  plaguing  the
court for years now, espe-
cially after the pandemic,
when the facility of e-filing
increased the inflow. The
current backlog is 92,385
cases, and threatening to
reach six figures even as
the court is going into sum-
mer recess o “partial
working days” in June.

The government's ap-
proval for more judges on
the Supreme Court is after
a sivvear hiatus. Parlia-
ment last amended Section
2 of the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act,
1956 in 2019, raising the
sanctioned strength from

The move is a ste
towards tiding over
the continuing crisis
of pendency plaguing
the court for vears

3 to 33 (excluding the
Chief Justice of India).

The Cabinet approval
would be followed by an
amendment to the 1956
Act. Article 124(1) gives Par-
llament the sole authority
of increasing the sanc-
tioned strength of the Su-
preme Court. Once the
amended law comes into
force, the Supreme Court
Collegium would recom-
mend judges to the govern-
ment for appointment o
the top court.

At present, there are
two judicial vacancies in
the Supreme Court. These
are of the current Chief Jus-
tice of India Surva Kant's
immediate predecessor,
Justice B.R. Gaval, who re-
tired in Movember 2025,
and Justice Rajesh Bindal,
who completed office In
April 2026. Three more
judges are scheduled to re-
tive in 2026,

Justices |.K. Maheshwari
and Pankaj Mithal will
complete their tenure in
June, and Justice Sanjay Ka-
rol in August 2026,
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GW on April 25 with solar plants supplying

21.5% of the afternoon load - an all-time
high, and the clearest signal yvet that the country's
installed solar fleet can do real work when the
sun is overhead. But the same day's full 24-hour
ledger told a more sobering story. When there
was accounting for the whole day of April 25, so-
lar contributed only abour 1008% of daily genera-
tion, and just 0.1% of the evening’s needs after
sunset. Solar’s share of India's installed electric
capacity has nearly doubled from about 15% in
2022 to nearly 28% in early 2026, However, solar
accounted for roughly 5.6% of generation on In-
dia’s peak-demand day in 2022 and only in-
creased to the 10.8% of April - a clear indication
of the yawning gap that remains between the
realities of the present and what is possible. The
bottleneck is not panels, land or ambition but the
inability to use the vast stores of generated elec-
trons through batteries. In fact, such is the pauc-
ity of battery storage that States which are prolific
producers of solar power are being asked to hale
their supply, lest it compromise the stability of In-
dia's electric grid. In 2025, India had to curtail 2.3
terawatt hours of solar generation between late
May and December, equivalent to 18% of average
monthly solar output, with 0.9 TWh (terra-watt
hours) wasted in October alone. Given that pro-
ducers of such electricity must be compensated,
this ends up being a cost to the public exchequer
which pays for power that was never delivered.
The India Meteorological Department’s forecast
of a below-normal monsoon at 92% of the Long
Period Average — the first such warning in 11 vears
— only sharpens the argument: a hotter, drier
summer means greater dayvtime demand. which
is precisely when solar should be doing the heavy
lifting.

The encouraging news is battery economics,
Standalone two-hour battery storage tariffs fell
from around T2.21 lakh per MW per month in ear-
Iy 2025 to 148 lakh by year-end. The challenge is
execution. Only 0.7 GWh of battery storage was
operational in India by end-2025, with another 2
GWh expected by December 2026, The Centre
and States must now focus less on tendering and
mioke on commissioning - pairing every fresh so-
lar auction with mandatory co-located storage
and resolving the financing wall facing aggres-
sively bid low-tariff projects. Solar capacity with-
out storage is a halFbuilt bridge.

l ndia scaled a record peak demand of 256.1

1 Ad e
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RE meets global electricity demand for the first time

Despite rapid renewable capacity

| DATA POINT |

Arcena Arora

eration increased by roughly

850 terawatt-hours (TWh), ac-
cording to data from the Ember
Energy Institute. This increase was
supplied almost entirely by solar
and wind energy, contributing 636
TWh and 204 TWh respectively.
Other renewables added another
23 TWh. Coal generation and oil
meanwhile fell by 67 TWh and 12
TWh respectively. This is the first
year in which expanded electricity
demand did not require an in-
crease in fossil fuels.

Over the past decade, the cost
of solar and wind energy has
dropped steeply, and battery stor-
age and grid integration capacities
have improved drastically, sup-
porting an uptick in reliance on re-
newable energy sources. In 2025,
coal’s share of global electricity
production fell by just over 1% and
solar energy increased by nearly
2%. The dependence on oil also
went down.

Major superpowers are embrac-
ing the change. China, for in-
stance, saw its fossil fuel genera-
tion fall for the first time since
2015, The country saw a strong 5%
growth in electricity demand and
a 15% growth in clean energy gen-
eration, met largely by solar and
wind energy. Solar energy in China
grew by 40% compared to 2024
and wind energy increased by 145,
Solar energy alone met two-thirds
of the increase in the country’s
electricity demand in 2025, ac-
cording o a report by Ember
Energy.

Fossil fuel demand fell in India
as well. Together, the fall in de-
mand in India and China has
pushed global fossil fuel genera-
tion to stagnation, according to the
report. Fossil fuel generation fell in
both India (down 3.3%) and China
{down 0.59%), driven by clean pow-
er usage and demand growth.

How is this different from the

(]

l 1 2025, global electricity gen-

earlier vears? For two decades,
even as renewable electricity ca-
pacity grew at double-digit rates,
finssil fuel generation remained re-
levant and kept climbing because
absolute electricity demand was
rising faster than what renewables
could cover. The rising consunip-
tion relied on coal and gas-fuelled
energy. Even as renewable energy
gained market share, it could not
displace fossil fuels in absolute
terms. However, that pattern re-
versed in 2025,

Globally, coal's share in electric-
ity production declined from 36%
in 2015 to 33% in 2024 (Chart 1).
Coal generation fell in absolute
terms for the first time last year, as
renewables  outpaced  demand
growth. Matiral gas also saw a
modest 45 TWh increase, entirely
aoffset by renewable gains.

The effect of war

India’s crude oil Imports fell by
17% year-over-year in March 2026
o 18.% million tonnes, compared
with 22.8 million tonnes in March
2025 (Chart 2). The decline comes
amid the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz starting March 1 due to
the U.S.-lsrael conflict with Iran.
This narrow waterway handles a
significant share of global oil and
gas shipments. India imports 89%
of its crude oil from maostly Catar,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia. The In-
dian basket crude (simplify) price
averaged $113.49 per barrel in
March 2026, compared with
872.47 in March 2025, a 58% in-
CrEease year-over-year.

India’s primary emergy supply
consists of coal, followed by oil,
natural gas and then renewables
(Chart 3).

India’s natural gas consumption
rose in March 2026 despite supply
disruptions. Natural gas available
for consumption went up by 7%
from March 2025, This increase
came despite a 4.9% decline in
domestic production. The gap was
filled by LNG imports, which
Jumped by 20.5% by March this
vear. India's LNG imports reached
27 million metric tonnes (mmi) in

-

L geopolitical shocks expose [ndias dependence on fossil fuel imports from West Asia

2024-25, the highest on record and
double the 13.5 mmt imported in
201112, India's LPG imports also
surged with expanded household
access. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwa-
la Yojana increased LG connec-
tions from 62% of households in
2016 to nearly 100% by 2025, driv-
ing imports to 18 mmt in 202526
from 16.48 mmt in 2020-21,

Crude oil, LNG, and LPG are all
imported heavily from West Asian
suppliers. The closure of the Strait
of Hormuz disrupted all three si-
multaneously. India's response in-
cluded accelerating renewable ap-
provals, maximising refinery
output, and paying 30,000 crore
to oil marketing companies in FY
202526 to cushion LPG losses.
LPG prices rose by 360 per cylin-
der after the conflict began.

On the flip side, India’s renewa-
ble capacity grew by over 210% in
the past decade. In FY 2024-25, re-
newable energy accounted for
£9% of India’s new capacity addi-
tions. Yet absolute energy depen-
dence on imports has also dee-
pened. India imports 85% of crude
oil, 47% of natural gas, and 26% of
coal despite being the world's
third-largest coal producer. The re-
newable buildout has not yet re-
duced India's reliance on import-
ed fossil fuels.

Renewable capacity takes vears
to translate into reliable, usable
power and geopolitical shocks af
fect energy supply in the instant
short-term. When the Strait of Hor-
muz closed in early March, India
could not wait for wind farms to
reach completion or battery ca-
pacity to scale. It responded by
maximising output from existing
coal and gas infrastructure, in-
structing  domestic suppliers
prioritise domestic users and ac-
celerating imports of LNG and LPG
from alternative suppliers.

The global energy transition ad-
vanced significantly in 2035, In-
dia’s renewable capacity is grow-
ing at the fastest rate globally.
However, import dependence on a
conflict zone exists  alongside
clean energy progress in India.

Perilous present, cleaner future

Towards sustainability: Solar panels being placed at the CNNC Tianwan

ik

tidal flat photevoltaic power plant in Lianyungang, in China's eastern Jiangsu

province, on April 19.
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30 banks integrated with UDGAM
portal to help legal heirs trace funds

Aaratrika Bhaumik
MEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI} told the Supreme
Court on Tuesday that 30
banks have been integrat-
ed ineo its centralised web
portal, UDGAM  (Un-
claimed Deposits - Gate-
way w Access Inforda-
tion), to enable legal heirs
o race funds belonging o
deveased account holders.

A three-judge  Bench
headed by Justice Vikram
Math was hearing a public
interest litigation (PIL) pe-
fition Aled by journalist Su-
cheta Dalal, contending
that funds lying in dormant
or inoperative  accounts
were  increasingly  being
transferred to government-
managed pools.

The petitioner sought
directions for the creation
of a centralised platform to

provide information on fi-
nancial assets held by de-
ceased persons,

Sepior advocate Eanjic
Kumar, appearing for the
EElL, submitted that the
UDiGAM portal had already
been operationalised o ad-
dress the petitioner's cone
cerns. “The UDGAM portal
is an interactive platform.
There are around 20 lakh
registered users who have
carried out around 44 lakh
searches on the portal as of
April 1" he said.

Mr. Kumar added thar
the 30 banks integrated in-
to the portal account for
nearly 90% of the funds
held in the Depositors'
Education and Awareness
Fund {(DEAF), a corpus set
up by the BBI in 2014 to
house unclaimed deposits
from commercial and co-
operative banks.

The RBI clarified that
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30 banks integrated into tha

portal account for nearly 90%
of the funds held in DEAF

the UDGAM portal that en-
ables individuals to look up
unclaimed deposits and ac-
counts, but does not func-
tion as a claims settlement
mechanism. “The object of
the portal is to facilitate the
identification and tracing
of unclaimed deposits, so
that the concerned deposi-
tor or claimant may ap-
proach the respective bank
for sertlement of the claim

in accordance with the ap-
plicable  procedure,” it
said.

Challenges for heirs
Advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, appearing for the peti-
tioner pointed out that de-
posits held in post offices,
provident funds, and insu-
rance schemes had not vet
been integrated into the
portal, thereby posing
challenges for legal heirs
seeking to claim  such
assefs.

Taking note of the sub-
mizsions, the Bench grant-
ed one week to the Centre
and the Securities and Ex-
change Board of [ndia (SE-
BI} to place on record the
relevant circulars and out-
line the steps taken to ena-
ble the return of un-
claimed funds of deceased
persons held with banks
and financial institutions.




