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Delhi most unsafe for
women and children,
show new NCRB data

Ashna Butami
Shrimansi Kaushik
MEW DELHI

Delhi recorded the highest
number of crimes — 13,396
— against women among
all metropolitan cities, ac-
cording to the National
Crime Records Bureau’s
(NCEB) ‘Crime in India
2024" report, which was re-
leased on b

The Capital saw an in-
crease in crimes against
wommen, with 13,366 of-
fences reported in 2023,
even as the total number of
criminal cases declined
YEAT O Year.

Delhi also topped the
list for rapes (1,058), kid-
nappings and abductions
(3,974), and dowry deaths
(109 among the 19 major
cities. Additionally, 78 cyb-
er offences against women
were documented in the ci-
ty in 2024, Its overall crime
tally dropped from
3,433,483 in 2023 toy
297,666 in 2024, yet it still
topped the list among me-
tro cities.

The city’s crime rate for
women, defined as the
number of crimes against
women per one lakh peo-
ple, for 2024 stood at 176.5.
Ome acid attack case was
reported in 2024, a de-
crease from 2023 when six
such cases were recorded.

Most murder cases
The national capital also
witnessed  the  highest
number of violent crimes
(12,569 amd murder cases
(504 among all the metro-
politan cities.

It also recorded the
highest number of thefts
(1,29,675) and snatchings

The city saw a rise in
crimes inst SCs and
5Ts in 2024, when 137
cases were reported,

as nst 128 in the
previous vear

(3,105}, as well as the high-
est number of cases (1,L553)
registered under the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCS0)
Act among the major cities,
Regarding crimes against
children, 7,662 cases came
tor light in 2024, a marginal
decrease from 7,731 in
2023, In 2022, the national
capital reported 7,468 such
cases, as per official data.

Delhi's crime rate
against children was 138.4,
significantly above the na-
tional average of 42.3. The
number of kidnappings
and abductions of children
stood at 5,404, which was
significantly higher than in
other metro cities.

Two cases of foeticide
and four cases registered
under charges of murder
with rape/POCS0O were al-
s0 reported in the city, Not-
ably, the city saw a rise in
crimes against Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (3Ts). A total of 133
crimes were  reported
against persons belonging
to S5C communities, up
from 126 in the previous
year, and four such crimes
against 3Ts, up from twao in
the previous year. Mean-
while, with 404 cases, the
Capital reported fewer cy-
bercrimes, down from 407
in 2023 and 685 in 2022,
Among the metro cities,
Bangalore registered most
such incidents — 17,561.
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Cost of success
The BJPS path to victory in Assam
undermined the health of Indias polity

imanta Biswa Sarma is expected to take
oath as Chief Minister after leading the
BIP to power in Assam yet again. Mr. Sar-
ma was a Congress leader when the party came
to power in the north-eastern State in 2011, but
switching sides in 2015, he became the central fi-
gure of the BJP not only in Assam but also in
States around it. Starting in 2001 on a Congress
ticket, he has won six consecutive elections from
the same Assembly seat. Having emerged as a ve-
ry powerful leader, he joined the BJP, and was ap-
pointed Chief Minister in 2021. Since then, he has
reshaped the politics of the State through excep-
tional organisational ability, communal rhetoric,
and the partisan use of state power. An infras-
tructure push combined with welfare delivery —
the Orunodoi scheme of direct cash transfer to
women and Mission Basundhara, a flagship initia-
tive to streamline and digitise land records and
protect land rights —| not only enabled the B[s
deep expansion, but along with other measures,
including the delimitation of Assembly consti-
tuencies in 2023, reshaped the State’s political
landscape. Mr. Sarma has been both the creator
and the principal beneficiary of this process.
The BIFs victory in Assam has significant im-
plications for power dynamics within the party
nationally. Mr. Sarma is perceived to be close to
Union Home Minister Amit Shah. The BIP alone
commands a majority in the 126-strong Assemb-
ly. and the ruling coalition has 102 members. The
BJP has not only decimated the Opposition but al-
so rendered regional parties inconsequential. It
has consolidated a spectrum of fragmented social
groups and diluted the linguistic and ethnic polit-
ics of the State. But in doing so, it has sharply po-
larised Assam along religious lines. The delimita-
tion carved out constituencies by packing and
cracking communities in ways that suppress Mus-
lim representation, with the BJP and the Con-
gress now mirroring a Hindwu-Muslim binary in
the newly elected Assembly. Eviction drives have
disproportionately targeted Bengali-speaking
Muslim communities; 40,000 individuals were
displaced in 2025 alone, officially framed as anti-
encroachment action but widely seen as selective
targeting. Assam is a sensitive border region, and
the BJ"s approach to its governance needs to be
commensurately sensitive. All parties have a leg-
itimate right to consolidate themselves and win
elections. But that must be done with the utmost
attention to the long-term health of the polity and
the interests of the country as a whole. At this
moment of triumph, the BJP in Assam would do
_'_ well to reflect on the costs of the victory that it
has just secured.
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Understanding inequality in India’s growth story

here have been some significant policy
changes in the recent past — this
includes the implementation of the
new Labour Codes and the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025 replacing the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employvment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) — which have raised
serious concerns regarding the welfare of
informal workers and those belonging to rural
India. These changes are accompanied by the
official understanding that inequality is much less
of a concern today than it was in the early 2010s,
even though data comparability itself is an issue.

Inequality estimates, initial observations
Analysis of inequality warrants clarification on a
few issues, among other things.

The first is inequality of what — income,
wealth, consumption expenditure? Second, how
is it measured? Third, along which axis it is
assessed — caste, class, gender, religion?, and
fourth, data source and comparability of
estimates generated from multiple surveys, if

W
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Consumption expenditure inequality in India

Locating inequality by space and consumption type
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marked with methodological changes. Our
estimate from the Household Consumer
Expenditure Survey (HCES 2023-24), conducted
by the National Sample Survey Organisation
(NSS0), suggests that overall consumption
expenditure inequality, measured by the Gini
index, is 0.29 - higher than the widely cited
World Bank estimate of 0.25. The World Bank's
method too, in this regard, came under scrutiny.
With further disaggregation, one finds that
urban, as expected, is more unequal than the
rural sector. India's consumption boom during
the last couple of decades has been primarily
driven by non-food expenditure. We find that
inequality is much higher for the same compared
to food expenditure. This is true for the rural and
urban sectors, the inequality for both being
higher in case of the urban sectors, and relatively
more for non-food expenditure.

Since most growth-inducing activities are
urban-centric and agricultural distress persists, it
is imperative to examine the urban-rural gap,
which is shown by the mean ratio here. A higher
than unity mean ratio would reflect a relatively
better position than the respective all-India
average. Lesser than unity would imply
otherwise. There is a substantial gap between
urban and rural sectors in this regard and the
disparity is more striking in the case of non-food
expenditure. For example, average urban
non-food monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE)
is about 1.5 times higher than the all-india
average, while that for rural is much lower than
the same point of reference.

Our disaggregated analysis also reveals a
considerable gap between the consumption share
and per-capita spending of overall MPCE-based
deciles. In the urban sector, the top 10% of the
population alone contributes 27% of the total
non-food expenditure, implying that the rest of
the 90% contributes only 73% of the same. The
mean MPCE of the topmost decile is six times that
of the bottorn most decile for the urban sector,
compared to 4.5 times in the rural sector.
Strikingly, the mean MPCE of the top most decile
in the urban sector is nine times that of the
bottom most decile in the rural sector. Once we
proceed a step further and decompose total
inequality into within- and between-group
components, it appears that: in urban India,
within-decile and between-decile inequalities
account for about 33% and 674% of food
expenditure inequality, respectively, and about
10% and 90% of non-food expenditure inequality.
The relative importance of between-decile group

inequality for non-food consumption holds true
for the rural sector too. Further, the per-capita
consumption expenditure of the richest 5% is six
times higher than that of the poorest 5% in the
rural areas; the same is nine times for urban
areas. In short, the urban sector, which is more
affluent, is more unequal than its rural
L'OLlﬂtEl'PElrIS.

Inequality dynamics in India

First, it is almost unanimously agreed upon that
the superrich segment of the Indian population is
hardly captured by the NSS surveys
(consumption or wealth); thus any inequality
estimation based on the same is a gross
underestimation. Our own calculation based on
this data suggests that about one fourth of even
the richest 10% in India benefited from the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGEY)
and about 13% of them have access to Below
Poverty Line (BPL) ration cards.

Second, for a nuanced understanding of
inequality dynamics in India, one must go
beyond inter-personal or solely income/spending
groups-based (for example, decile; percentile)
inequality calculations and analyse disparity
along various socio-economic axes such as caste
and class. Deploying an alternative class-based
analysis alongside a closer examination of the
growth process and policy changes since
Independence, Vamsi Vakulabharanam of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in his
book, Class and Inequality in China and India,
1950-2010, shows that since the 1980s (even
before the 1991 reforms), urban owners,
managers, and professionals have gained
disproportionately, contributing to India’s
consumption boom,

In contrast, urban informal workers, rural
small farmers, and agricultural labourers have
lagged markedly behind. All these added to
increasing between-class inequality vis-g-vis
within-class inequality in India’s evolving urban
landscape. Over the last decade or so, there has
not been any systemic change despite various
welfare measures, to counter or reverse such
trend in class-based inequality. Typical
explorations of inequality often overlook this
growth-class-inequality nexus. Moreover, a large
share of Indians remains engaged in debt-led
consumption. The complexities involved in the
issue of inequality in India warn us that policies
formulated on the presupposition of lower
disparity could be misleading and may produce

adverse, albeit unintended, welfare implications.

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133



NS,

Learn Beyond

KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

GS Paper II - Social Issue

Fixing structural deficits in India’s health system

n March 11, 2026, the Minister of State for
0 Health, Anupriva Patel, informed

Parliament that 43 new medical colleges
have been established and 11,682 MBBS seats
along with 8,967 postgraduate seats have been
approved for the 202526 academic year.

Will this address India’s problem of
non-availability of doctors in the public health
system? Of the 8,967 new postgraduate doctors,
how many will actually have the inclination to
serve in aspirational districts or underserved
areas? Of the 43 newly sanctioned medical
colleges, only eight are under State governments,
eight are in the Employees’ State Insurance (ESI)
sector, and 27 are in the private sector. Private
medical colleges, after charging high capitation
fees, have no obligation to post their trainees in
government service, nor can they be compelled
to do so. There is also no clearly defined policy or
stipulations to ensure that public health
institutions benefit maximally by filling existing
vacancies in specialist cadre posts.

Merely investing in capital expenditure and
infrastructure alone will not yield the desired
improvement in health services in hilly, tribal,
and other remote underserved areas. Eleven out
of 18 All India Institutes of Medical Sciences
report around 40% vacancies in their teaching
and research faculty positions. Without adequate
research and teaching capacity, how can we
effectively train specialists?

Glaring vacancy rate

According to The Health Dynamics of India
20022-23 report, the vacancy rate in 5,491 rural
Community Health Centres (CHC) across 757
districts in India is 79.9%, with only 4,413
specialists available against a requirement of
21,964, Since 2014, the shortfall of specialists in
CHCs has remained at around 17,500, despite the
creation of additional postgraduate medical seats
— 72,627 across 731 medical colleges.

Newly graduated specialists are often unwilling
to work in remote and underserved areas due to
inadequate facilities, including lack of equipment,
decent staff quarters, schools for their children,

Dr. K.R. Antony

Public health system
and pelicy
development adviser

There needs to
be greater
alignment
between
medical
education and
public service

and adequate peer medical support. If specialists
were available at CHCs, patients from rural and
tribal areas would not need to travel long
distances to district headquarters hospitals or
medical colleges.

A CHC serves as a first referral unit for a
population of about 1.6 lakh to 2 lakh and is
expected to have 30 beds with five specialists —
physician, surgeon, obstetrician, paediatrician,
and anaesthetist. However, the majority of CHCs
remain crippled due to a persistent shortage of
specialists, a problem that has continued for
MANY Vears.

Yet, States continue to construct more CHCs to
utilise available central government funds, even
though many of them function effectively as
primary health centres. There are 5,491 CHCs
across 785 districts — about seven CHCs per
district — which is not a feasible model. With only
4,413 specialists available at present, just 882
CHCs can be fully operationalised, effectively
leaving only one functional CHC per district in
addition to the district hospital for specialised
care,

Flawed budgetary focus

The central health Budget is largely focused on
infrastructure, without matching allocations for
drugs, diagnostics, ambulance services,
emergency care, or salaries for temporary staff. If
the goal is to improve people’s health, it must
prioritise operational outcomes rather than
merely investing capital in building construction,
leaving the rest to be managed by State budgets.

How do we manage better with what we have
in hand? We need to put the brakes on overly
enthusiastic declarations of new CHCs, which
often serve populist political mileage rather than
functional need.

Classify all PHCs and CHCs into normal,
difficult, and most difficult areas based on
defined criteria, as was done in Chhattisgarh
under the Rural Medical Corps Scheme. The most
difficult areas are those with persistently high
staff vacancies over long periods. Introduce
special incentives such as additional

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

compensatory financial allowances, priority for
postgraduate seats, staff quarters, and gquality
schooling facilities for children, among others.

Additional steps to take

Hereafter, all government-sponsored
postgraduate seat allocations must be linked to
existing vacancies in CHCs or district hospitals.
Candidates willing to fill a specialist vacancy in a
CHC should be allotted a seat in the
corresponding speciality, with the assurance that
upon completion of training, they will be posted
there immediately.

Conversely, aspirant doctors must provide an
undertaking to serve in the designated
government facility first. Priority may be given to
those who commit to a 10-year service bond in
difficult-area CHCs, along with additional
incentives under the National Health Mission. We
must strictly follow an “all or none” principle in
posting specialists — either all five specialists are
placed in a CHC or none at all —avoiding
piecerneal deployment or the dilution of services
by spreading specialists too thinly.

Urgent construction of staff quarters and
renovation of operation theatres, labour rooms,
intensive care units, and 24-hour emergency
units must be undertaken in such CHCs, which
may number two or three per district. Similar
undertakings and post graduate training can be
awarded to nurses willing to serve in remote
needy areas.

When adequate specialists are posted as a
team at the sub-district or town level, the image
of government hospitals improves in the public
eye, The workload is better distributed, and
optimal sharing reduces stress on doctors on
duty. Interpersonal communication with patients
also improves. This, in turn, enhances patient
satisfaction and reduces conflicts between the
public and doctors and other health staff.

We can no longer afford to see nearly 70,000
specialists graduating from 731 medical colleges
without adequately filling the vacant posts in the
public health system, which remains the only
source of care for the poor and marginalised.
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Overall crime rate drops 6%;
cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB

Deaths due to drug overdose saw a 50% increase in 2024 from the previous year’s figures; T.N.
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records the most fatalities; 5194 cases of offences ‘against the state’ registered, a rise of over 6%

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he overall crime
Trate in India de-
clined in 2024 from

the 2023 figure, but there
wits an increase of over 17%
in cybercrime cases, show
the Crime in India, 2024 re-
port released by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRE) on
Wednesday.

A total of 1,01,928 cyber-
crime cases were regis-
tered in 2024 over 86,420
such cases in the previous
yedr.

“During 2024, 72.6% of
cybercrime  cases  regis-
tered were for the motive
of frand (73,987 out of
1,01,928 cases) followed by
sexual exploitation  with
3.0% (3,190 cases) and ex-
tortion with 2.5% (2,536
cases),” the report said.

The NCHEE recorded
5886  lakh  cognisable
crimes across the country
in 2024, marking a 6% de-
cline from the previous
year’s figure. Of these,
35.44 lakh cases were regis-
tered under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
23.41 lakh cases under spe-
cial and local laws. There

Grim numbers

As many as 1,70,746 persons died by suicide in 2024, according
to figures from the Mational Crime Records Bureau. & look at
the percentage distribution according to profession shows
that nearly a third of them were daily wage earners

Daity wage earners [N
Housewives (NN 13

seli-employed [N 10.5
Professionals/salaried [N 2.9
unemployed [ &.7

At least
outof
suicide victims
Were men

students [N 8.5

Those in farming sector - 6.2

Retired | 0.5

others [NENETEY

were 5,194 cases of offenc-
o5 “against the state” regis-
tered in 2024 as against
4,873 in 2023, showing a
rise of 6.6%.

“Out of 5194 cases,
4,395 (B4.6%) cases were
registered under The Pre-
vention of Damage to Pu-
blic Property Act, followed
by 649 (12.5%) cases under
The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,” the re-
port said.

Crime against SC/ST

The report revealed that a
total of 55,698 cases were
registered  for  crimes

Free mental
health support is
availoble at

Tele MANAS 14416

against Scheduled Castes
{8Cs), showing a decrease
of 3.6% over the 2023 fi-
gure of 57789 cases.
Crimes against Scheduled
Tribes showed a sharp de-
cline of 23.1%, dropping to
9,966 cases from 12,960 in
2023,

The NCRB released the
Accidental Deaths & Sui-
cides in India (ADSI), 2024
report according to which
1,70,746 suicides were re-
corded in 2024, Those as-
sociated with the agricul-
ture sector, the
unemployed, and daily
wage workers accounted

for a substantial share of
suicidal deaths.

A total of 10,546 persons
involved in the farming sec-
tor (consisting of 4,633
farmers/cultivators  and
5913 agricultural labour-
ers) died by suicide in
2024, accounting for 6.2%.

Out of 4,633 farmer/cul-
tivator suicides, a total of
4,481 were by men and 152
by women, the report said.
Around 31% of the total sui-
cides were reported among
the daily wagers, the report
said. The number of unem-
ployed people who died by
suicide was 14,778 while
the number of students
and homemakers who end-
ed their lives stood at
14,488  and 22,113,
respectively.

Deaths due to drug over-
dose saw a 50% increase in
2024 from the previous
vear’s figure. The report
stated that 978 people died
due to drug overdose in
2024, up from 650 deaths
in 2023,

Tamil Nadu reported 313
deaths, the highest number
of drug overdose deaths,
followed by Punjab with
106, Madhya Pradesh 90,
Rajasthan 69 and Mizoram
65, according to the NCRB
data.
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When does a CM cease to hold office?

Can a Governor remove a Chief Minister? What does
tenure ends? Can election results be

in court?

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
day after the Trinamool
Congress lost the West Bengal
elections to the BJP, party
chairperson Mamata Banerjee
on May 5 said she would not resign as
Chief Minister, alleging that the verdict
was the result of a “conspiracy” rather
than the people’s mandate. Addressing a
press conference, Ms. Banerjee claimed
the elections had not been conducted
fairly and accused the BJP of misusing
central forces to “forcibly capture” booths
and influence the outcome. She added
that the party would challenge the results
and continue its political fight.

Can a Governor remove a CM?
Article 164(1) of the Constitution provides
that “the Chief Minister shall be
appointed by the Governor and the other
Ministers shall be appointed by the
Governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister, and the Ministers shall hold
office during the pleasure of the
Governor.” On a literal reading of the
provision, therefore, the Governor
appears to possess the authority to
remove a CM from office. However,

bers of the Consti bl

of the Governor’ mean? When is a floor test

Awoman walks past banners of Mamata Banerjee, on Wednesday, in Kolkata. P

President, the Constitution ought to have
made it explicit that the Council of
Ministers would hold office not at the
Governor's pleasure, but only so long as it
continued to enjoy the confidence of the
Legislative Assembly.

Addressing this concern, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution, affirmed
that the Council of Ministers shall hold
office only so long as it enjoys the
confidence of the majority. “The reason
why we have not so expressly stated it,”

1 1

1, “is because it has not been

had cautioned that such a provision could
potentially lend itself to an arbitrary
exercise of gubernatorial discretion.

Constituent Assembly member
Mohammad Ismail Khan had moved an
amendment to the provision (then Article
144 of the Draft Constitution) proposing
that the phrase “during the pleasure” be
replaced with the words “so long as they
enjoy the confidence of the Legislative
Assembly of the State.” He contended that
once the cc ional scheme i
the Governor as a nominee of the

Sagl

stated in that fashion or in those terms in
any of the Constitutions which lay down a
parliamentary system of government.”
Over the years, the Supreme Court has
also interpreted the Governor’s powers as
flowing primarily from the “aid and
advice” of the Council of Ministers. In A.G.
Perarivalan v. State Through
Superintendent of Police (2022), the apex
court observed that the “Governor” is
“but a shorthand expression for the State
government”. While recognising the
Governor as “the formal head and sole

repository of the executive power”, the
court held that the office is ordinarily
bound by the aid and advice of the State’s
Council of Ministers.

When is a floor test required?

If a Governor asks a Chief Minister to step
down and invites another candidate for
the post while the tenure of the
Legislative Assembly is still on, there has
to be a floor test — a constitutional
mechanism used to determine whether
the executive enjoys the confidence of the
legislature. Under this process, the Chief
Minister must prove majority support in
the House. Failure to do so requires the
CM to resign.

If no party or coalition can form a
stable government, President’s Rule
under Article 356 may be imposed as a
measure of last resort.

What happ after the A S
tenure ends?

Article 172 of the Constitution deals with
the duration of a State Legislative
Assembly and stipulates that, “unless

after the

sooner dissolved”, an Assembly “shall
continue for five years from the date
appointed for its first meeting and no
longer, and the expiration of the said
period of five years shall operate as a
dissolution of the Assembly.”

According to the Election Commission,
the current West Bengal Assembly
commenced its term on May 8, 2021, and
is set to expire on May 7. Thereafter, the
Governor will have to initiate the process
for constituting a new Assembly.

What happens next?

According to former Lok Sabha
Secretary-General P.D.T. Achary, a formal
resignation following defeat in an
Assembly election is largely a matter of
convention. “Even if Ms. Banerjee does
not resign, it would make no material
difference. The tenure of the present
Assembly ends on May 7, and with its
dissolution, she will automatically cease
to hold office as Chief Minister,” he said.

He, however, pointed out that an
election petition may be filed before the
Calcutta High Court within 45 days from
the declaration of the results of the
concerned candidate. Section 100 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951
enumerates the grounds on which the
election of a candidate may be challenged
and declared void, including corrupt
practices by the candidate and
non-compliance with statutory provisions
by the returning officer, among other
grounds. He noted that a writ petition
may be maintainable where the challenge
concerns the integrity of the electoral
process itself, including allegations of
arbitrary voter deletions during the
special intensive revision of electoral rolls
in West Bengal.

“Large-scale deletion of voters in an
election constitutes a violation of
fundamental rights and can therefore be
challenged through a writ petition,” he
said.
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Though Article 164 states that
the Council of Ministers holds
office “during the pleasure of
the Governor”, this is not
absolute; in practice, a Chief
Minister can continue only so
long as they enjoy the
confidence of the Legislative
Assembly.

v

The majority of a Chief Minister
is determined through a floor
test in the House, and if they
fail to prove support, they must
resign.
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Nicobar gram sabhas signed off on
infra project without 50% quorum

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (A&NI) administra-
tion did not achieve the
mandated 50% quorum at
the gram sabha meetings
held to get consent for the
Centre’s  ¥92,000-crore
Great Nicobar Island pro-
ject. Instead, it claimed to
have done so by atten-
dance figures ranging from
2% to 15% of the popula-
tion, which, it argued in
the Calcutta High Court,
counted as “proper quo-
rum”. The submissions
were made by the adminis-
tration in an affidavit to the
Bench that is hearing a
batch of petitions alleging
that procedures under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) had
been violated in obtaining
consent for the project.
Quorum is the mini-
mum number of members
M

-

Submissions before the Calcutta HC show that meetings to get nod
for the 392,000-crore plan didn't have mandated strength. FILE PHOTO

needed in such a meeting
to reach a decision. Ac-
cording to the rules issued
by the Centre for the im-
plementation of the FRA, a
quorum at a gram sabha is
achieved only if ‘one-half”
or 50% of the adult popula-
tion of that village is in at-
tendance, of which one-
third must be women{

The administration sub-
mitted that meetings were
held for Campbell Bay,

-
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Laxmi Nagar, and Govind
Nagar gram panchayats,
covering seven villages, on
August 12, 2022. The
Campbell Bay meeting was
attended by 105 people,
the one in Laxmi Nagar by
163 people, and the Govind
Nagar sabha had 81 people.
The administration said all
three meetings passed “un-
animous” resolutions con-
senting to the project.
Compared to the popu-

lation of these gram pan-
chayats as per the 2011
Census, the strength of the
Campbell Bay meeting was
1.83% of the total popula-
tion of 5,736, that of the
Laxmi Nagar was 14.72% of
the population of 1,107,
and the attendance at the
Govind Nagar meeting was
11.98% of the population of
676. Put together, 349 peo-
ple (4.6%) signed off on the
project at these three gram
sabhas meant to represent
seven villages, whose total
population stood at 7,519
as of 2011.

The submissions, which
were taken on record by
the High Court on Wednes-
day, came after the Centre
sought time from the court
to “demonstrate that con-
sent has been taken from
the tribal people”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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What is Karnataka’s new gig
worker grievance system?

What gap does Karnataka’s new system address? How will the welfare fee be used?

Shilpa Elizabeth

The story so far:
n May 1, 2026 — International
Workers” Day — the Karnataka
government announced the
operationalisation of a
specialised grievance redressal
mechanism for platform-based gig
workers in the State. Claimed to be the
first government-backed grievance
handling mechanism for gig workers in
India, it allows workers to officially lodge
complaints through the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS), the
State’s centralised digital platform for
addressing citizen grievances related to
government schemes.

How does the system work?
Platform-based gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances, including
those related to pay, working conditions,
and platform-specific disputes, via the
IPGRS.

Under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare)
Act, every aggregator platform must
constitute an Internal Dispute Resolution
Committee (IDRC). Grievances filed on

»

the IPGRS will be automatically routed to
the respective platform’s IDRC. Upon
receiving a complaint, the [DRC is
expected to attempt resolution within 15
working days, and is allowed up to 45
days to issue a final order. Any party
aggrieved by the final decision can
escalate the matter to the Karnataka Gig
Workers Welfare Board within 30 days.

What concerns can a gig worker
raise?

Gig workers can raise complaints related
to suspension, blocking, or deactivation
of accounts, termination from the
platform, reduction or withholding of
payments, unfair penalties,
discrimination, unsafe working
conditions, or other violations of rights
guaranteed under the Act.

‘What gap does it address?

While many platforms have internal
grievance redressal mechanisms, these
systems exist outside a formal dispute
resolution framework. As a result, gig
workers have often reported a lack of
resolution to their grievances. Many have
complained that platforms quite often
turn a blind eye to the workers” woes.

The Karnataka government’s move
seeks to bring more structure and
transparency into the process and ensure
legal recourse for these workers outside
the formal economy. Gig workers can now
officially lodge grievances through the
portal, which will then be routed to the
respective platform’s IDRC. The
government, as a central facilitator, will
monitor the process.

‘Why is the mechanism being
implemented now?

The Karnataka Platform-Based Gig
‘Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act,
2025, was officially notified in September
2005,

In March 2026, Karnataka became the
first Indian State to notify the Rules to
enact the law for gig workers. The
grievance-redressal mechanism for gig
workers in the State forms a crucial part
of the Act. It is considered a major
deterrent that would hinder arbitrary
terminations or account deactivation of
gig workers and address their concerns.

‘What are the other key developments
related to the Act?
In January 2026, the Karnataka

Platform-Based Gig Workers Welfare
Development Board was constituted to
implement welfare measures.

Platforms have been mandated to
furnish details of both the company and
their gig workers — including name, age,
phone number, Aadhaar number, UAN,
and bank account details — to the Board.
This data will be integrated into the
Board’s portal.

According to the government, so far,
around 12 platforms/aggregators have
provided details of 12 lakh active gig
workers in the State.

However, given that several workers
are associated with multiple platforms,
the numbers could contain overlaps. This
is expected to be sorted once the
government comes up with unique I1Ds for
each worker.

In February, the government
announced that 1% of every transaction
will be collected from aggregator
platforms to provide social security
benefits to platform-based gig workers.

What will the welfare fee be used for?
The welfare fee will go to the Karnataka
Platform-Based Gig Workers' Fund to
provide social security and welfare
benefits to platform-based gig workers in
the State.

According to government officials,
schemes for gig workers, depending on
the platform they work for, are being
developed and will be put forward for
deliberation at the next board meeting.
The schemes being considered include
life insurance, accidental benefit,
disability benefit, medical benefir,
maternity benefit, and old-age protection,
depending on the nature of gig work.

.
sen
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Karnataka has operationalised
a government-backed
grievance redressal mechanism
for platform-based gig workers,
allowing them ta lodge
complaints through the IPGRS,
which is routed to platfarm
IDRCs for resolution,

-

The move aims to bring
structure, transparency, and
legal recourse to gig workers,
addressing issues such as pay,
working conditions, and
arbitrary account deactivation.
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CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments
was temporary, pending new law: SC

Court’s observation was in response to pleas challenging a 2023 Act, which replaced the CJI with a Union Minister on the

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Wednesday said
the Chief Justice of

India’s involvement in the
appointment of the Chief
Election  Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs) was only
meant to last until Parlia-
ment came up with a law.

The court’s observation
was in response to multiple
petitions challenging the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice, and Term of Office)
Act of 2023,

The petitioners, who in-
clude the Association for
Democratic Reforms and
activist Jayva Thakur, said
the 2023 law clothed the
political executive of the
day with a dominant, if not
“exclusive”, control over
the appointment of the
CEC and ECs.

The law was introduced
in December 2023, ostensi-
bly to countermand a Con-
stitution Bench judgment
in March the same year.

@

Are you saying Parliament did not have
the power to make the law? Or cana

mandamus be given to Parliament to make a
law only in a certain way?

SUPREME COURT

This judgment had de-
clared that CEC and EC ap-
pointments  should be
made on the recommenda-
tion of a committee of the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition of the
Lok Sabha (LoP} or the
leader of the largest Oppo-
sition party in the Lok Sab-
ha, and the Chief Justice of
India (C]I).

The court had ordered
that its judgment would re-
main operative till *Parlia-
ment makes a law in con-
sonance with Article 324(2)
of the Constitution™.

Consequently, the go-
vernment  brought the
2023 Act, replacing the CJI
with a Union Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee.
The current CEC, Gyanesh

Kumar, was the first to be
appointed to the office un-
der the new law.

‘Prime Minister’s man’
0On Wednesday, senior ad-
vocate Vijay Hansaria, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the Constitution fram-
ers and the Supreme Court
itself had never intended
the CEC to be the “Prime
Minister's baby or the
Prime Minister's man”.

Mr. Hansaria submitted
that both the Constitution
framers and the Supreme
Court had warned against
leaving the appointment of
Election Commissioners
exclusively in the hands of
the executive.

He referred to the Su-
preme Court’s own obser-

vations in the March 2023
Constitution Bench judg-
ment (Anoop Baranwal v
Union of India) that the
“fierce independence,
neutrality and honesty”
envisaged in the institution
of the Election Commis-
sion required an end to go-
vernment monopoly and
“exclusive control” over
appointments to the high-
est poll body.

Prior to the judgment,
the CEC and ECs were ap-
pointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime
Minister. The judgment
had brought the appoint-
ment process on par with
that of the CBI Director.

However, Justice Datta
highlighted that even the
Supreme Court had only
intended the judgment to
be operative till Parliament
passed a law.

“Are you saying Parlia-
ment did not have the pow-
er to make the law? Or can
a mandamus be given to
Parliament to make a law
only in a certain way?" Jus-
tice Datta asked.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, also
for the petitioners, said
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selection panel; petitioners argue this law overrides a Constitution Bench judgment which sought a panel of PM, LoP. CJI

their case was not just
about the replacement of
the CJI with a Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee. It
was also about the consti-
tutionality of an Act which
had effectively reverted the
control over the appoint-
ment of CEC and ECs to the
Executive,

“The point is Election
Commission appointments
cannot be under the con-
trol of the executive,” he
submitted.

Mr.  Sankaranarayan
said the Anoop Baranwal
judgment had addressed a
“legislative vacuum”. Be-
fore March 2023, appoint-
ments of the CEC and ECs
were made by the Presi-
dent on the advice of the
Prime Minister. The “ar-
rangement” had ensured
that the power of appoint-
ment rested with the Polit-
ical Executive.

“This mechanism ought
to have stopped in the
19505, but whichever par-
ties came to power found
the arrangement conve-
nient,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan said.

Arguments would conti-
nue on Thursday.
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India to host first Big Cat Summit in
June; 95 countries set to participate

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The inaugural Internation-
al Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Summit, to be held here
from June 1 to 3, is expect-
ed to adopt the first-ever
global declaration on big
cat conservation. Titled
the ‘Delhi Declaration’, it
will articulate shared prior-
ities, strengthen trans-
boundary  cooperation,
and promote a landscape-
based approach for con-
serving big cats and their
habitats.

Representatives from 95
countries are expected to
participate, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change said
on Wednesday.

The IBCA is an associa-
tion of countries that host,
or have itinerant popula-
tions of at least one of the
seven ‘big cats’ - lions, tig-
ers, leopards, snow leo-
pards, cheetahs, jaguars,

Call for action: The summit will be guided by the theme ‘Save big

cats, save humanity, save ecosystem’ K.R. DEEPAK

and pumas — and are com-
mitted to the conservation
of these animals.

Collective action

There are 24 member
countries, three observer
countries, and several oth-
er 'range’ countries in the
alliance. Member coun-
tries are expected to coor-
dinate action through pro-
grammes and activities
aimed at improving the

state of habitats, prey, and
big cats, including big cat
protection and conserva-
tion, innovation, research,
development, and capaci-
ty building. They also
share relevant information
about big cat protection
and conservation
programmes.

Summit participants are
likely to include heads of
State/Government of mem-
ber and observer coun-

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

tries, Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav said
on Wednesday at an event
to launch the summit web-
site and unveil its logo. The
summit will be guided by
the theme ‘Save big cats,
save humanity, save eco-
system’, and will bring to-
gether over 400 conserva-
tionists, policymakers,
scientists, multilateral
agencies, financial institu-
tions, corporate leaders,
and community represen-
tatives from across the
globe.

Launched in 2023

The IBCA, piloted and con-
ceived by India, was offi-
cially launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2023. The alliance, Mr. Ya-
dav said, reflects India’s be-
lief that conservation chal-
lenges must be addressed
“collectively” through
cooperation, knowledge
sharing, and mutual sup-
port.
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Invasive species may be the wrong
enemy ina changmg subcontinent
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