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The enduring democratic message of a royal charter

agna ..what '

Most contemporary readers
and viewers of news would, on
hearing or reading that phrase,

ask. But naot those interested in history, the rule
of law, the rights of citizens, the supremacy of
ethics over politics in the running of
EOVEIIMEn(s.

King Charles IIl of the United Kingdom in his
speech on April 28, to the U5, Congress in
Washington DC used the phrase to thunderous
applause. He is very much into the history of his
country. He has to be, as a successor of King John
(c.1167-1216) who unveiled, or was forced to unveil
the Magna Carta. ‘John who?' could well be the
next question. 5o lacking in luck was King John
that no monarch in England has been given that
name ever since. There has been no King John 1L
But he is famous for having decreed and given, or
made to decree and give, not just to his country
and people, but to the world, the Magna Carta.

The over B00-year-old roval chanter of rights
sealed by King John at Runnymede, near
Windsor, on June 15, 1215 owes its name to Latin,
the language of Homer and Clcero, in which the
phrase means Great Charter. Magna Carta has
come to mean, for those interested in the
evolution of the political rights of people, a
metaphor for any text that inscribes such rights
as inherent in people, rather than being
concerted withour checks in any individual or
organ of state.

Singularly unpopular for his whimsies, King
John had to make peace with a group of rebel
barons who demanded that the King sign himself
out of arbitrary power and, most important of all,
proclaim that he was subservient t law or what,
in today's legal parlance would be called “due
process’, In referring to the Magna Carta, King
Charles 11l was drawing attention to the limits of
his own or any sovereign, including, in today’s
world, elected ‘sovereigns'. Small wonder that
legislators in Washington DC greeted the
reference with éclar.

Subtle craftsmanship

Dioes King Charles write his own speeches? It is
more than likely that for a state visit such as this
to the U.5., the British monarch had his speeches
drafted by the Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office. This, not just because they
were to come from Britain's reigning King but
because they were to be made in the world's most
powerful nation currently at war, a war seen by
the world as one that has been started by the
personal decision of U.S. President Donald
Trump. And that is where Britain’s subtle ways
with the language of William Shakespeare, Oscar
Wilde and George Orwell came in handy. As also
its interiorisation of Latinisms and Latin concepts
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that have grown into English usage. The term
Magna Carta was per se coined, according to
Wikipedia, by ‘scribes in the English Royal
Chancery around 1215-1217". Three clauses of the
Magna Carta remain on Britain's statute, of which
the following is most impressive: ‘No Freeman
shall be taken or imprisoned, or be disseised of
his Freehold, or Liberties, or free Customs, or be
autlawed, or exiled, or any other wise destroyed;
nor will We not pass upon him, nor condemn
i, but by lawful judgment of his Peers, or by
the Law of the land. We will sell to no man, we
will not deny or defer to any man either Justice or
Right.

The phrase has been used down the centuries
as a metaphor.

As a barrister working for Indian South
Africans’ political rights in the late 19th century,
Mohandas K. Gandhi cited Queen Victoria's
extinguishing the overarching powers of the East
India Company over the destiny of India in her
Proclamation of 1858, as a Magna Carta. In 1948,
Eleanor Roosevelt, while working on the UN
Declaration of Human Rights as the committee's
Chair, famously called the UN document the
“international Magna Carta of all men
everywhere”. Winston Churchill referred toiras a
“law which is above the King", and argued that
the reaffirmation of a supreme law justified the
respect it has held through time.

Contextual messaging

King Charles was not handing down to the U5,
Congress a tedious lesson in the history of the
historical Magna Carta. But he did something that
was altogether classy. Knowing full well that he
was addressing a House comprising both
Republican and Democratic legislators, he knew
that when he said to that gathering, that the
Magna Carta made the King subservient to the
law, his listeners would transpose his remarks
right onto what is happening in the U.5., to its
state and government.

The King made more than one reference to the
Magna Carta, and mentioned the fact that the
parchment linked the political history of Great
Britain and the U5, inextricably, that a large
number of judgments in the U.S. courts cited
Magna Carta, making that tract a U.K.-U.5. bond.
But it was when he said very simply and
matter-of-factly, that the Magna Carta had made
“executive power subject to checks and
balances", that the House, after a moment of
reflective absorption, rose in a thunderous
standing ovation. All present, starting doubtless
with Democrats, saw before them a direct
successor to King John of Magna Carta fame,
speaking of the Magna Carta's limiting
arbitrariness in the monarch — a huge,
selFlimiting, self-denying, self-critical exposition

of "due process’ of the rule of law as being above
the person of the ruler, with the Magna Carta
being above the King,

The importance of the *Magna’ code

The speech’s salience in today's Washington
aside, it should be seen as having been made to
all Parliaments and legislators across the world,
affirming that all people of the world - whether
in the west or east, north or south, gesgraphically
or metaphorically - live with the expectation that
the laws governing them are made by their
representatives, for a humane, just, and moral
arder. That they are implemented fairly,
equitably, transparently. That those in charge of
the process are not governed by whimsy, caprice
ar bias. And that they are subservient to such
laws, not the other way around. And that waging
wars, waging peace are part of that ‘Magna' code.

The speech, having been made in the
parliament of what is called, not unambitiously,
the world's oldest (continuous constitutional)
demacracy, was not partisan. It was not taking
sides between elected legislators of diverse
apinion and the executive. Indeed, it could not
have, in protocol and better prudence. It
said, without stating it explicitly, thar the spirit of
the Magna Carta holds that those seeking and
receiving popular mandates to form an executive
are also under the scrutiny of parallel and
co-extensive checks and balances. What has been
called the “brooding spirit of the law” casts an
abligation on the legislature and judiciary o
ensure that democracy is not trampled, as it was
in India during the infamous Emergency of
187577, by the robotic power of a “brute
parliamentary majority,” or by subtler, more
devious methods of manipulation and subversion
that play on human emotions, sentiments, and
suspicions, which can lead o ethnic tensions,
presaging civil strife - a form of “within country’
war - such as every continent has known.

History has known heredity to give the world
villains as kings, viclence as creed. It has also
known credulity to give the world duly elected
counterparts of such kings, creeds. Today, when
massively contested elections in India east and
south (in terms of voting percentages) have
brought about new governments in three, and
reinstalled one, it is important, and indeed
critical, for electors and the elected to note that
aver any formation of government, there exists a
maonitor of morality which obligates
demaocratically and federally ethical conduct.

It is a curious felicity that a relgning king
wearing a heritable crown should have spoken
demacratic home ruths o a great Parliament
citing a Latin code and receive a standing ovation.

There is hope for rath. Or, in Latin, spes
veritatis est.
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A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership

he state visit of Vietnamese President To

Lam to India last week (May 57, 2026)

marks a consequential moment in the
steady deepening of India-Vietnam ties, reflecting
both the maturation of a long-standing
partnership amid the sharpening strategic
imperatives of the Indo-Pacific. The decision to
elevate bilateral relations to an Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, along with
a wide range of agreements spanning defence,
technology, finance, and energy, signals not
merely incremental progress but a qualitative
shift in the trajectory of the relationship.

The visit comes at a time of heightened
geopolitical flux in the Indo-Pacific as Vietnam
finds itself navigating an increasingly assertive
China in the South China Sea, while India
continues to consolidate its Act East policy into a
more security-oriented Indo-Pacific strategy. The
convergence of threat perceptions, particularly
regarding maritime coercion, supply chain
vulnerabilities, and strategic autonomy, has
provided a durable foundation for bilateral
engagement. Indeed, the evolution of
India-Vietnam ties has been gradual but
structurally consistent, with India’s erstwhile
Look East (now Act East) policy providing the
initial impetus and the elevation to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016
enabling institutionalised defence and security
cooperation. Since then, regular high-level
exchanges, defence dialogues, and
capacity-building initiatives have deepened trust.

The pillar of defence cooperation

Defence cooperation, in particular, has emerged
as the backbone of the partmership. In addition to
symbolic actions such as the transfer of the
missile corvette, INS Kirpan (in 2023), India has
offered Vietnam finance lines, training assistance,
and maritime cooperation structures. The
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current debates around the possible shipment of
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles demonstrate
a change in the deterrence calculation in the
South China Sea from capacity-building to
capability enhancement.

Similarly, economic ties, while less prominent
historically, are now acquiring greater salience.
Bilateral trade has crossed $16 billion, with an
ambitious target of $25 billion by 2030,
underscoring the recognition of untapped
potential. A move toward next-generation
economic participation is shown in the focus on
supply chain resilience, rare earth collaboration,
and digital payment integration. Moreover,
Vietnam's position as an Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) manufacturing
powerhouse makes it an essential partner for
India’s diversification plans, especially in terms of
scaling back reliance on supply chains that are
mostly focused on China.

The regional impact

This deepening partnership has important
regional ramifications. First, the relationship
between India and Vietnam forms an important
component of minilateral balancing in the
Indo-Pacific.

Together with Japan, Australia, and the United
States, both nations contribute to a wider
network of strategic alliances that fight to
maintain a rules-based maritime order, even if
they are not legally included in U.S.-led alliance
structures. A common normative framework
intended to combat unilateralism in the South
China Sea is shown in the explicit focus of joint
statements on the “rule of law, peace, and
stability™.

Second, the partnership underscores the
growing centrality of ASEAN in India’s
Indo-Pacific vision. Vietnam, as one of ASEAN's
more geopolitically assertive and strategically

consequential members, serves as a linchpin for
India's deeper engagement with Southeast Asia.
At the same time, Hanoi's own foreign policy,
characterised by diversification and strategic
hedging, finds a natural complement in India's
multipronged partnership approach.

Third, the expansion of cooperation into areas
such as critical minerals and emerging
technologies points to the evolving nature of
strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific.
Partnerships such as the India-Vietnam
partnership will be crucial in shaping alternative
economic architectures as global supply chains
become more securitised. The agreements made
during the visit point to an effort to move beyond
conventional economic ties in favour of a more
comprehensive framework for economic security.

Structural issues

Looking ahead, the trajectory of India-Vietnam
ties will depend on the ability of both sides to
translate strategic intent into operational
outcomes. Implementation gaps, particularly in
trade, connectivity, and defence industrial
cooperation, remain despite the strong political
and strategic alignment. For example, navigating
scientific, financial, and geopolitical obstacles will
be necessary to realise defence exports such as
BrahMos. In a similar vein, resolving structural
obstacles, including logistics, legal frameworks,
and private sector involvement, will be necessary
to meet the ambitious trade goals.

India-Vietnam relations are likely to become
increasingly embedded within the evolving
architecture of the Indo-Pacific. Partnerships that
combine functional cooperation with strategic
trust will become more important as great power
competition heats up. Hence, Mr. Té Lam’s visit is
more about marking the beginning of bilateral
ties as a mature, multifaceted partnership than
about a single diplomatic milestone.
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Goal attainment and youth aspirations are not aligned

Keeping track of vouth aspirations against the system’s ability to match them is eritical if the country is serious about creating a productive labour force

| DATA POINT

Garima Agarwal

ndia’s ability to ride the crest-
l ing wave of the demographic
dividend, before it recedes,
depends criticallv on the educa-
tion and employment choices of
its 367 million young people.
While surveys track such out-
comes, little is known about how
close outcomes are to initial goals.
The State of Working India Report
2026, published by Azim Premji
University, offers insights into
youth aspirations and attainments.
The study utilises the Popula-
tion Council’s dataset — UDAYA:
Understanding the Lives of Adoles-
cents and Young Adults — which
surveyed adolescents in Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar, the two Indian
States with the largest youth popu-
lations. The sample of interest cov-
ers girls and boys aged 1515 when
first contacted in 2015-16 and
tracks them three years later in
201819 when they are 18-22 years
old. OF the full sample of 13,141
youngsters surveyed, aspirations
were recorded only for 6,300 who
were enrolled in education at the
time of the survey. At ages 1519
when the 6300 youngsters were
first comtacted, abour 72% aimed
for at least graduate education.
Three vears later, this share grew
to B4%. Moreaver, aspiration levels
were similar across gender, reli-
gion, and caste. Uniformly high
educational aspirations across so-
clal groups indicate a convergence
of aspiration windows, possibly
due to economic progress and ra-
pid expansion in access to the In-
ternet and social media.
Educarional  attainments, in
contrast, showed that not all
dreams came true. In the duration
between the two interviews, years
of schooling completed grew by
only 1-2 years on average instead of
the expected three years. In mak-
ing progress towards their educa-
tional goals, over half the sample
fell short, on average by L7 vears

{Table 2).

About 11% of the sample had al-
ready exited education by this
time. Between the two interviews,
another 40% exited formal educa-
tion. While some may naturally ex-
it on completing desired educa-
tion, the average number of years
af education attained at exit is only
& years.

It is striking that while aspira-
tions across wealth quintiles are
not very different, attainments di-
verge sharply. Those in the poorest
wealth quintile are more likely to
fall shore of their goals compared
o those in the richest quintile.
While the share of boys falling be-
low their educational goals hovers
between 50% and 60% across
wealth quintiles, there is a noticea-
ble variation for girls — from G6%
in the poorest o 38% in the richest
quintile (Chart 1.

Ower half the sample disconti-
nues education before completing
Class 12; this group is dispropor-
tonately composed of married
girls. Married girls face greater bar-
riers than their unmarried coun-
terparts, even within the richest
group. In fact, girls who remained
unmarried by the time of the se-
cond interview (18-22 age group)
were as ambitious as boys at set-
ting goals and were more effective
at meeting them (Table 2).

In general, girls and boys have
different reasons to discontinue
education. Boys leave to join the
labour market while girls exit at
the time of marriage. Failure or
disinterest and costs of education
are some gender-neutral contri-
buting factors.

Quality of education

A more troubling picture emerges
when learning levels are exa-
mined. UDAYA employs tools de-
signed by the Annuoal Status of
Education Report (ASER) for stu-
dents aged 516 to measure profi-
ciency in reading and math.
UDAYA respondents were well
beyond this age and would be ex-
pected to achieve the highest le-
vels of proficiency in both dimen-

»

sions. However, at age 15-19 when
respondents were likely en,

in schooling, 70% of unmarried
girls and bovs could read a Class 2-
level story against only 45% of mar-
ried girls. The modest gender gap
favouring unmarried girls in goal
attainment disappears when it
comes to learning levels. The share
of those who could perform three-
digit by one-digit division correctly
was just over half for boys, 35% for
unmarried girls and only 15% for
married girls (Table 3).

The uncomfortable question
this raises is: are some groups as-
piring for education beyond their
reach? This two-State study shows
that while aspirations are high, at
tainments have not kept pace
across all groups. It is worth con-
firming whether this is a country-
wide pattern, and focusing policy
attention on removing structural
barriers to access,

Education programs often de-
fault to exposing students to high-
achieving role models ostensibly
to inspire. While well-intentioned,
simply raising aspirations with no
realistic  pathway to achieving
them is short-sighted. These pro-
grams need to be supplemented
with support for identifying inter-
ests, goal-serting, and skill-build-
ing. Stronger linkages between
educational institutions and em-
ployers can provide prospective
graduates with a more accurate
picture of the labour market and
facilitate a smoother ransition in-
to the workforce.

While it is tempting to only look
at the motivational aspects of
goals, consistent failure to achieve
targets can cause frustration,
which in turn may lead o lower ef-
fort and worse life outcomes.
Keeping wack of vouth aspirations
against the system's ability to
match them is critical if we are se-
rious about creating a motivated
and productive labour force for
the future.

Garima Agarwal is an Assistant
Professor of Economtics ai Azim
Premji University, Bengalury. The
views expressed are personal.

Who falls
short

The data for the charts wera sourced
from UDAYA - Understanding the Lives |
of Adolescents and Young Adults

TABLE 1: Educational aspirations during both rounds of interview {in %)

Educational aspiration First interview | Second imterview
Below Grade 12 453 04

Completed Class 12 but bel ' 11.74 ' 10.2
Graduate [ 513 [ 60,35
Post-graduate and above . 18.15 23.18

Don't know | 587 | 587

TABLE 2: The gap between initial aspirations and subsequent attainment (in %)

Attainment-goal Unmarried Unmarried Married Total
gap boys giris girts

Met goal 318 45,9 6.3 e
Exceeded goal 48 54 ENE 43
Below goal 44,1 6T.5 518
Ho stated goal 9.4 4.5 31l 53

CHART 1: The share of respondents who fell short of educational goals by wealth
quintile and gender. Q1 = Top quintile; Q5 = Bottom quintile
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TABLE 3: Learning levels in reading and math (in %)

Learning level Unmarried boys | Unmarried girls | Married girls = Total
Reads a story 7397 7184 4465 59.74
Solves division

problams 51.9% 3453 15.44 28,27

Mobe: Table L and 2 use respondents aged 1519 years at the initial interview with
recarded aspirations; marital status is as recorded at the time of the second inberview
[N =6300). Table 3 reports the share of all respondents at the highest proficiency
levels using UDAYA data for adolescents aged 15-1% years at the initial interview;
marital status s as recorded at the second Interdew (M = 13141). Reading levels
include recagnition of letters, ability ta read words, ability to resd 2 short paragraph
[Class 1 bavel taxt), and ability to read a langer 'story” (Class 2 level text). Math lavels
are recognition of single-digit numbers, double—digit numbers, and ability to perform
a two-digit subtraction problem with borrowing and a three-digit by one-digit
divisben prablem. Children above Class 3 [older than 8 years} should be able to
perfarm division based orn NCERT textbaak eurriculum
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India has sufficient stocks
of fuel, commodities: govt.

Centre says no reason for panic buying, conservation efforts are only aimed at boosting long-term
preparedness; Rajnath asks Ministries, States to implement PM’s appeal on responsible use of fuels

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

of petroleum products

and commodities des-
pite the escalating conflict
in West Asia, the fifth meet-
ing of the Informal Group
of  Ministers  (IGoM),
chaired by Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh at Karta-
vya Bhavan in New Delhi,
was informed on Monday.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, India cur-
rently has 60 days of crude
oil reserves, 60 days of nat-
ural gas and 45 days of LPG
rolling stock, ensuring un-
interrupted supply across
the country.

India’s foreign exchange
reserves remain strong at
$703 billion, while the
country continues to meet
domestic fuel demand in
full despite global disrup-

l ndia faces no shortage

Taking stock: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and others at the

meeting of Informal Group of Ministers in New Delhi on Monday. NI

tions. The Centre high-
lighted that India was
among the few nations
where petroleum prices
have remained stable even
after more than 70 days of
conflict-driven internation-
al volatility.

In contrast, many coun-

tries have witnessed fuel
price hikes ranging from
30% to 70%. However, In-
dian oil marketing compa-
nies are reportedly absorb-
ing losses of nearly 1,000
crore daily, with under-re-
coveries touching almost
32 lakh crore in the first

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

quarter of 2026, to protect
citizens from rising inter-
national crude prices.

Supply chain stable
They were told that there
was sufficient availability
of essential commodities
with no reason for public
anxiety or panic buying.
Supply chains remain sta-
ble, and conservation ef-
forts were aimed at streng-
thening long-term
preparedness if the crisis
prolongs further, it added.
Mr. Singh directed Mi-
nistries and State govern-
ments to implement Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
appeal for responsible fuel
consumption and public
participation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 6
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VB-GRAM G
Act to take
effect on July 1

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Monday notified that from
July 1, all “rules, natifica-
tions, schemes, orders
and guidelines” made un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment (uarantee  Act,
2005, will stand repealed,
and the Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
[VB-G RAM G] Act will
come into force.

The legislation was
passed by Parliament last
year without pre-legisla-
tive consultations.

DETAILS ON
WPAGE12
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A new start against noise pollution

or a few weeks now, the

miost insistent sound in

Tamil Madu has been the

pea whistle, and that
looks set to continue, Inside the
Chepauk stadium, Chennai Super
Kings supporters live up to the
team's call to action - “whisile
padu” (blow the whistle) -
through all its Indian Premier
League matches,

Duiside the stadium, since the
Assembly election results on May
4, supporters of the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVE) have
flended the streets across the State
to celebrate Joseph Vijay's victory
by blowing the party's election
symbol, which is also a pea
whistle.

Anyone who watched the 20010
foothall World Cup will
understand how irritating this
noise can be. The vavuzelas were
s0 relentless that international
viewers complained that the
foothall commentary had become
inaudible, prompting several
broadcasters o add audio filters.
When hundreds or thousands of
people blow pea whistles, they
render a comparably terrible
annoyance. A single whistle blast
creates 104-116 decibels of
pressure at the source, according
to research from Western
Michigan University. The
threshold beyond which sustained
EXPOSUNE L0 Air Pressure can
damage hearing is 85 decibels.

Some of the cricket team's
miatches have been rousing and
the TVE's victory is
unprecedented. But the fact
remains that noise pollution has
become the most tolerated form of
pollution in India.

While even air pollution has
finally forayed into the policy
vocabulary as a deleterions
problem, data from the National
Ambient Noise Monitoring
Network (NANMN) show that
more than 80% of recording
stations breached the prescribed
noise limits during both day and
night in 2019 iself — while
awareness of its ills remains low.
In Chennai, all 10 stations
exceeded the residential nighttime

B

Vasudevan
Mukunth

The World
Health
Organization has
attributed 16%
of disabling
hearing loss in
adules 1o
oceupational
nose

threshold of 45 decibels. A 2022
UN Enwironment Programime
report cited a maximum reading
from Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh
to be the world's second-highest
on its list (a ranking contested by
government officials).

The actual problem is likely to
be much worse as the NANMN has
only 70 stations across seven
metros, and the network has not
been meaningfully expanded in 14
vears. District towns in the Hindi
belt and the Northeast generate
ambient sounds whose profiles no
official authority is measuring.
Further, in towns with less healthy
civic infrastructure and less
responsive policing, loudspeaker
permissions are unchecked and
constructon activity often runs
through the night. Among the
poor, the children often sleep with
noise while their parents often
spend several hours in conditions
that, in any country with a
functioning occupational health
enforcement, would attract
criminal liabilicy.

Effects of excess noise

The World Health Organization
has atrribured 16% of disabling
hearing loss in adults to
occupational noise. India is
estimated to have 6.3 crore people
with some degree of impaired
hearing. According to studies of
noise-induced hearing loss in
occupational settings, the
prevalence of impaired hearing
ranges from 13% in a Puducherry
survey of 300 construction
workers to a pooled estimate of
49% in a meta-analysis of
industrial cohorts.

The European Environment
Agency ranks noise as the
second-largest environmental
canse of disability-adjusted life
vears lost in Europe, behind only
air pollution.

A WHO synthesis attributed
around 16 lakh healthy life years
lost anmually in Western Europe to
traffic moise alone. This is because
loud sounds disrupt sleep, elevate
cortisol levels in the blood, render
endothelial dysfunction, and
impair the cognition of children

near airpores and arterial roads.
India also has more densely
packed cities, building acoustics
that are less sensitive to the need
to mitigate noise, and of course
looser enforcement.

Rules against noise

If tolerance is not a feature of
India’s political discourse, it
remains a fixture of how Indians
react to pollution.

One reason is the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Comntrol)
Rules 2000, which set zone-wise
limits and silence zones but which
are rarely enforced. The Central
Pollution Control Board only
recently proposed financial
penalties for violations - that too
because much of the worst noise is
generated by occasions that
politicians would prefer not to

ice.

The Rules already
accommodate religious and
cultural ohservances. State
FOVETNMEnts can permit nighttimse
loudspeaker use between 10 pim
and midnight on festive occasions
for up to 15 days a vear. However,
public evenis routinely exceed
decibel limits within the permitted
hours, with sound systems often
plonked in residential lanes and
sometimes even outside hospitals.

Mo major political party has
been willing to ask its supporters
o organise a festival or procession
but observe the limits. Parties fear
that any restraint will be read as
an attack on the faithful. It need
not be and the political
imagination should be capable of
saying so.

Mr. Vijay has presented TVE as
a fresh start for Tamil Nadu,
unencumbered by the
compromises of the Dravidian
parties. At least for now, he
possesses the political capital to
set norms that his predecessors
could not. One hopes the whistle
that brought him o power could
be the start of a new relationship
with public sound that respects
the right of peaple o work, relax,
and sleep in peace.

sirakamth. withetende, codn

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133



KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

N7

Learn Beyond

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

GS Paper III - Environment

K Ashok Vardban Sy

dia s v criats = 0o lotgger &
lecalmod urbus mazcesce but 2
naaeal scologial srmargescy Our
citaes are cholarg oo wote;
platicclogaed disrn worsen mormoon
hndn‘,lln“l.bh.w:m
Sro, mnd
open bigniag of wonte roderabe foub the
ax, xxd ravens and cuet bear the birden
of urbun neghgezce. Rarad Inda, oo, 1
warred by phosx, samstey waste,
peatade contaizars, owaste, sl the
bt of prachogond commmptine. A zew
waste tren aganiast fremeavek wa
wesezial 01 this sorane.

The Sobd Wote Marugganeat ludes,
20, moeafaed 12 sagrersemars of the 2000
Baaken senel Brongghe erto dfoct from Aped I,
20, are mueroted by 3 begtrmate and
gt errvaurensnial puspase They ek

promote scwnaix
, rekace dependence cn

remechae hgacy dumiputes,
peormote 4 crcube vconcony, and monvw
oeeds dged mozionig. Thow e
wurthy s, et scond ermtroarsentad
ettest dows not, by #aelf, crvare sond
adirzrastraia dogga.

Trealy puwer sad federal bolence
The Eratroarsert (Prosection) Act, 1960
e winich thew Bk are Sasied, was
erocted pencguly usder Areche 253 of
e unuunm -ﬁd- TS

Pl |
I

nu.muu - 1 thes cam, the 1972
Stochhulin Deckeaicn. Ths grees
Parlizmient wade zeack: even wibpocts
tetachungg Stase ce local domtar - b
water, prabdic headth, mraidioee,
andation of kel gove et - muay be
bpalated upnes f lrekad 40 501
enernaicasl oblgstion. le 3 pome
e art 4o yecarv nEnrers satvsal
dtandard sharabd st beconw 4 hesrcw
far the Cermre to ccragry the fadd, arode
State cotrpetence, of certrate
sdimararatea. A ntaenal foor sres oot
becotne am eperrtaeal beeprest for
evary Stae amd beal boky
SLensre Saderations follrw sudnadearsty
povenzsental frzscturss shoudd be
prrSureraad at the boweat bevel copable of
dinchurgig then dtfecavely, and marved
zvmn!m)’-‘unlhllntl
rmatzably lacks opacty. Locd
 pressimnd; iuhwhnl

Chaking Gemma: Ao o aase thowt 3 La 281 net 10 4 Labs tastd ad 10 water hyacath i
Dergabau cnizells or

corntradation and one-cegalgica can
e admnidrative wednes, and the
N Dndh chewgn and {

Nebee alo brizg risal wen within 4
Maberid Koy Facdsy NP -Srkad
neal hcA

whale Statex merely exscate. Ite wrndated
premase b the tscapucty segerment - the
Staten beck adrrerastrsive or techmicd

L
bodsex o vestan uxch a &

Sozreh mught crvate imetropalian wass
asthoritas. A feth gkt vegales bz nt
wasts (brough twer Sova. Adar frw peans,
the Corrtre coubd review cukenes,

mrwoary, bveed on evalence ‘raher dhan
swsurepacn. The 2006 Kudes de rajusie
St to poepare polices and wrateges
or wrbues cnd nural sl wasse
muarogersent, but this b more for foesns
sake becasw policy withmn 2
cuntral by preocbad ralebook tonce the
sarme o ate bad vogubiey desgn

The contraend cakne postal raws o
Surther Sadenal conoan The Buka
Tecpaze repotting b the Centzal Pollutars
Cromtrod Beverdd KIN, datas mackis, repoet
wpkoals, sond comtraloed Sorvrets and
modebe States azd bocal bodss b
Becoenarg data segrplars cother fhan
co-awners of the rvrzance sywaan. Too
ftes, ufficabo pond 3ncce tarw foading
dashbordh tha iguoveg service
(= e
mrﬁ!ﬁ«w&l‘mmmu

Hlll&—jlmutnllﬂupnlnlua
shured Soderal dta plustares, adbraray
m-mdhnlboduu-u:m-

rzawe dhoddoanty, sccea rme dea,
.-!;uu-hninﬂnvl, ol

THE GIST

Sobd wants rearugorsent e
o te edrwtco o
CTACIOWTY TSR,
pebhc boodh, lard s, are
tan and sl locd
admaniraten ad s among
the raant [cabuee brcsons
of goesane

-

The Sol i Macts Mara pervers
Ruben, 2006, natfed 0
wpetiaies of te 20046 Adm
ard beought 43 sflect hoen
Aol 1, 2006 e wamanty »
gt sndugee
eracrrwrtd japose

-

Hovoser, the Sovpw Man 0
the now Rudes but in the Selof
thar catraiaaticn and

O OB FIN CINCLN
ACTERLEM s e FTarL

-

Ananusstng

ez e rch mece s e

Mumbad cawct be
mechank dly spphad 0 2

sxbormetion for cttosue Dt shoddd
Bukd cpacty, ot marely docplae
o ']

Intries a docoomect wids ground
readies

comspeterce amd tharedare requere A vealtatsc rural reggres should
Cotrtre's maperenns, of not ok d gram wabbo bosed

To taauet | States, sxvenal of which beusekold ard P

rml Fruce mutico et in rerioche colh of plotcs and ety

" dy

incagale nm-:piih ﬂh nﬂ«ul
selanpect and x caluzmy 20 patrat
shoald tolerate.

As Nobel Lasrease Kezovth Arsow
poented oot 1= The Bavnanx fopdcatian
of Learning by Douy (19620, capacaty is
not cozferred from abose; £ b bak

wote, sraple quurterly npocting, aed
chaster-bend drypwasse agerepatios and
m::luulhmnhvuhnhd

NMagacties basch as Delbs
Mezrizan, odbata, hq:hm

The Rales 2o need stromger
dermocr st contert. Woote

with ravow reads and fraghe
dapes Procusty for tha
reanon, tbd vats
rearagenact AL 3

succwah osly when cisens pertxipate.
Woaral Inades bua, o bt in pracyl, the
#rars sablus; wrban beda has s
satvfacsary equevakant. Permdic wass
seports shouddd be subresaad o el
ooenabond ward comsitteos, 2ot
mercly upbasded for bureancratic roview
1 N Dl

The mnh--bc.m-m n'-nd

Charszai wth poy e e bl

croeel and ! L ch Llic-hnduﬂw

Mmhlhlnq-ndn »F dictadrie e Sawal
Snmce, they sk becomng yet anodier

n:uwr ummun ﬂw:ml
Wiote N

Aathorites wih lllnd lecal

o trsdructaes from New Deln ™
Local governmient o » Sate sadpect
Soll woede rearsguermani b at the
"

andumu oven gl
The ralkast, ivo, shzd bave bam
prhamad. D’ulutu#-nc- mddhu
e

st of inderfarded mandass -
produang sdectae complanc, adated
sepurting, or quiet evascn rather than
Perniane wasto et uggerient cefn
Usader the present imaoded, the Shely
wrapctory i predicedihe Socner or later, 3
b mnol Iesgatans mury alege
by Staden and bocal

Ivgun

thies, whese wate vokmesazd

pudsie hedth, nd uw, ad wban sl
rural kel sdsnstration B o sy the
n“‘l Sbened

oty are 1.
Cther mmwcl*.wmm g
mnou.\lm nchdiey tosnst and
Soarma, oosdd Save follrawt

foezpeRnce
Ettesverszon mand be jassfand.
o et etfectioe when closedt to

, Cotpmqae s, aml

zcka o veveres this bogie. B
poeaznex oartral coompetence, dhatr it
aiszatiornd capuacity, axd redeces Stases
wxl bocal bodis to enplezierting
sutrarmnte. Nobel Lasreate PA. Hapek's
“kneradodge probien, eaplenad is The
Lir of Kxoerdadpe m Swarety (159450,
5y eBatre o depumad
I —y— m ke of
the “particaber circismdanoes of S s
place”. Such knrabndge carsict be

4 dwitheorst & -
delay. o .mhaalvn New Ddll
horweves well

L
1 h 3 cdd boc b

umt»h\rkdhmn arhumrad wade
woekens, ward mosinrg, land foe
comiponting, wer charges, recyclng
murkete, snd atton tras.

Asywdan sl toa nesowoe reh
metropols ko Vhareloe cansct be

charscally applad 102 I
plgritrags tran with reesow rosds ssd
traghe dopes, m blazd sttierzert wuth
seace Lezad, 3 coostd panchuryat Satag
ekl and ore e later, or a
scamared trizal loardet whare bow-chrnaty
habetataen mudon colbection and trasspoet
cunthy. Precmaly Sor that neson, adid
WaME TLIZIEE RO [OEes

waste palicy with el falelity to every
reppaers wenlogy, setiement puttem, oo
adirerastratave and Sacal capucity.

The Comtralbagion Rellex

Aahaogh the deaf Ruba were pubibied
oo Decersbar 14, 22004, irnateng obpctions
amd magetioen frues the prabla, the

4 1 fecdezal hagn

The extezsan of (e R tosunl
local bodbes o usdhrstandalie; rerad
waste ® now i rvad probdemn. Sut freatisg
-pmwdtmla-mnn

Aot panh.ml- htm\pmuln
wone XEULRION gITS,
waste-colir tion vekasclen, digtal capuacny

thets myadrare el seved| foerea: asd fauly
rural ancs thecagh senphived modde.

Staten s policy laboraturies
In New State ke Ga. v Lochenaen (1900,
Jistxe Locs bexaden of the LS.
Sagzrornw Coart famcenly chvarved thae 4
Sate sy swrve axa “Sbantoey ” foe
novel soctal asd eoonomic experamaic
That ta the drenggth of fechrakan
aperimestation b sk when bocalead,
anad learning v Soter whn mubiple

tewt chforent soba

Bodis, ygnceng the reabty thet they
caznl implersenst undhrfunded,

sop down mundates 1 whose desgn they
B btk role. The Supeene Court muy
then trest I!u mn a gl

T — :it\nu Allb\-hd

afhdaxes, Anllhm Whet begas o
exvuormentad redurs suy end o
ndicaleed alretzpdraticn

remarks

durmocracy, snchaduibanty They
enbody & sechunoc stx viacn of
n T

Nunuauv poduie 2 suargralle
wade, contan (xhres, wnd dlow
mockds

Aahine b .

e be adpted zatsorul by

Abetir courmw thaneSare woudd b
Inoens b alloar Staten 6o frmmw thar cem
wabed wonte rearvggernnt rabex foo o Jeast
Erve ywuex, sudypect to ristreaen rodicod
nare. One Stade maght peaoasr
deoanraleed campoding thoough
worsen' el bdp groups. Anceher mghe
s grate infoureal woote workers

e to ground redices, sutitstiond
weaknoses, and local capucaty Ax
Sarzedd, ey rok producasg bhurred

Id, 3 ol

wieh, nnap.a"-?mnn-u rathe thes
cleaner ctws and vilbges
Tosxcwerd, the Rides rmunt be rocast
xwu-l E“ ;mmﬁu LT uumul
Stale th

Jocd baddes, prodactalede [P —
catom acootabelty. Ofkarate,
mcustaizs of waste will coataree to nss

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133



NS,

Learn Beyond

GS Paper III - Environment

INBRIEF

SC launches ‘One Case One
Data’ and ‘Su Sahay’ chatbot

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday
announced in open court the launch of a major
digital initiative — “One Case One Data” — to

i the judicial inistration at every
level, from the taluk court to the top court, into a
unified system. The CJI said the mechanism is
aimed at creating a more comprehensive and
interconnected digital database across courts.
‘The CJ1 also announced the launch of ‘Su Sahay’,
an artificial intelligence (Al)-powered assistance
chatbot integrated with the Supreme Court
website to facilitate easier access to justice and
court-related services for litigants.

Six dead, four injured as car
falls into gorge in Himachal

Six people, five of them tourists from Gujarat,
were killed and four sustained serious injuries as
the car they were travelling in plunged into a
deep gorge at Kakira in Chamba district in the
early hours of Monday, the police said.
Expressing grief, Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu directed the
district administration to provide all possible
assistance to the affected families and ensure the
best possible treatment to the injured, a
statement issued in Shimla said. #
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VB-G RAM G to take effect on July 1

All rules, notifications, schemes, orders and
dlarify crucial aspects, including objective parameters and formula for deciding the normative budget, which will determine the share of each State

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ounding the final bu-
s gle on the Mahatma

Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guaran-
tee Act, 2005, the Union
government on Monday
notified that from July 1, all
“rules, notifications,
schemes, orders and gui-
delines” made under the
law will stand repealed,
and the Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
[VB-G RAM G] will come in-
to force.

Union Rural Develop-
ment Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan expressed
confidence that the move
marks the dawn of a “new
era in the lives of labour-
ers”. He said the scheme
would prove to be a miles-

sive arrangements have
already been put in place
to guarantee this,” the Mi-
nister said. Most States will
have a maximum of six
months to complete the
necessary preparations, he
added.

The MGNREGA, enact-
ed under the Congress-led
UPA, was part of a set of
welfare laws that emerged
from the National Advisory
Committee. The new rural
employment scheme
upends several MGNREGA
frameworks, including its
demand-based approach
stretching the budget to
match the demand on the
ground.

No clarity on details

Though the government is-
sued a note answering fre-
quently asked questions, it
did not clarify crucial as-

tone in fulfilling the resolve  pects, including the objec-
to build ped villag-  tive and formu-
es” as a foundation fora la for deciding the
“developed India”. normative budget, which

He also noted that the
process of framing the
rules for the new Act is un-
der way following consul-
tations with the States. “No
labourer is deprived of em-
ployment during this tran-
sition phase. Comprehen-

will determine how much
each State receives. Under
MGNREGA, the Centre
paid 100% of the wage bill;
under the new scheme, the
expenditure will be split
between the Centre and
the States in a 60:40 ratio

made under MGNREGA will stand

Members of thy Defi

Alliance, , staging a protest agal

Bengaluru in February. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

for most States.

The VB-G RAM G legisla-
tion was passed by Parlia-
ment in December last
year, without pre-legisla-
tive consultations. After its
passage, the government
has held weekly i

ployment guarantee from
100 days to 125 days in ev-
ery financial year.

The government clari-
fied that existing job cards
that are e-KYC verified will
remain valid until Gramin
Rozgar Gi cards

inst the VB-G RAM G Actin

crore active workers (9.5%)
are yet to complete e-KYC.
“Workers shall not be de-
nied employment merely
due to pending e-KYC, and

facilitation ~ mechanisms
have been provided for
c letion of e-KYC, in-

with State rural develop-
ment departments to build
the infrastructure required
for implementation.

The new scheme in-
creases the stalutory em-

are issued. As per a recent
study by LibTech, a con-
sortium of activists and
academics, as of May 7,
2026, 11.58 crore registered
workers (45.4%) and 0.95

cluding at worksites, whe-
rever necessary,” the go-
vernment note said.

It also clarified that
workers may continue to
demand employment oral-

from July I; however, the government did not

ly, in writing through the
existing Form-6 frame-
work, or through digital
platforms. Provisions car-
ried over from MGNREGA,
such as unemployment
compensation in case of
failure to provide work,
will continue.

Attendance will conti-
nue to be captured
through the National Mo-
bile Monitoring System,
despite concerns over re-
liance on digital systems in
areas with patchy internet
coverage. Ongoing works
under MGNREGA as on the
date of commencement
may continue under the
new Act. Where ongoing
works are insufficient to
meet demand, new works
consistent with Schedule |
of the new Act may be ta-
ken up.

Blackout period

The legislation provides for
a blackout period of up to
60 days, to be notified by
the States, ostensibly to en-
sure the availability of agri-
cultural labour during
peak sowing and harvest-
ing seasons. This clause
has drawn criticism for re-
ducing workers’ bargain-
ing power.
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China may not join alliance
on conservation of big cats

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

China is unlikely to be a
part of the International
Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), a
global initiative spearhead-
ed by India to focus con-
certed attention on con-
serving big cats, according
to senior officials in the En-
vironment Ministry.

The big cats consist of
the tiger, lion, leopard,
cheetah, puma, jaguar,
and snow leopard.

Saudi Arabia has con-
firmed its membership of
IBCA, an official said.

“We have sent an invita-
tion to China but there has
been no development on it
yet,” an official told The
Hindu.

The IBCA, which is be-
ing spearheaded by India,
is to hold its first-ever sum-
mit here from June 13,
with representatives from
95 countries expected to
participate. As of now,
there are 24 member coun-
tries, three observer coun-
tries and several other
‘range’ countries as part of

Independent scientific assessments show China has a very small
wild tiger population, mostly restricted to the Russian border. a2

the alliance.

Independent scientific
assessments indicate that
China, at present, has a ve-
ry small wild tiger popula-
tion, with nearly all of
them restricted to the
northeast borderlands
with Russia. These are lar-
gely Amur (Siberian) tigers.

Camera-trap and land-
scape studies by Chinese
and international research-
ers estimate roughly 5070
wild Amur tigers in China.

India had about 3,167
wild tigers in 2022 — over-
whelmingly the Bengal tig-
er. The tigers are spread
across a network of re-

serves and forest land-
scapes from the Himalayas
to the Western Ghats and
central India.

Though IBCA members
have no financial commit-
ments, countries will be
expected to, among other
things, coordinate action
through programmes and
activities aimed at improv-
ing the state of habitats,
prey, including big cat pro-
tection and conservation,
innovation, research, de-
velopment and capacity
building; share relevant in-
formation about big cat
protection and conserva-
tion programmes.
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