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Deaths caused by lightning have been consistently rising

State-wise trends show that the

| DATA POINT |

Serish Naniseiti

ightning has emerged as

the most lethal natural ha-

zard in India, with the num-
ber of fatalities rising consistently
over the years. A review of reports
published by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRE) showed
that the country reported a total of
1,02,263 deaths due to lightning in
the 50-year-period berween 1975
and 2024 (Chart 1). Over half of
these deaths happened between
2005 and 2024,

The decennial averages of
deaths caused by lightning in the
last three decades jumped from
1,683 (1995-2004) to 2,476 (2005
2014} and 2,808 (2015-2024). This
is despite India’s broader progress
in reducing deaths from natural
causes, thanks to better forecast-
ing, modelling and disaster prepa-
redness. From 2016, lightning ac-
counted for at least 50% of all
deaths due to natural causes while
cyclones and floods accounted for
feswer (Chart 2). There were 3,315
deaths caused by lightning in 2016,
which was the highest ever since
1974, as per the NCRB. In terms of
proportion, lightning accounted
for the highest share of all deaths
due to natural causes in 2021,
There were 2,880 deaths due to
lightning, which was 70.4% of the
4,091 deaths due to natural causes.

The number of deaths reported
due to lightning has never fallen
below the 2,000 mark since 2005.
The figure crossed the 2,800 mark
in six of the eight years between
2017 and 2024, While there were
2,825 deaths in 2024, the latest
year for which the data is availa-
ble, early indications are that the
number could go up in 2026, The
unseasonal thunderstorm  and
lightning on May 13, 2026, in east-
ern and western Uttar Pradesh re-
sulted in at least 111 deaths, many
of which were caused by lightning.

State-wise trends show that the
majority of deaths caused by

lightning happened in non-penin-
sular Stares (Map 1. For instance,
of the 3,315 deaths reported in
2016, nearly 60% happened in just
four States - Madhya Pradesh
(639), Jharkhand (542), Uttar Pra-
desh (384), and Odisha (376). The
pattern was similar in 2024 as well.
The five States of Madhva Pradesh
(577), Bihar (360), Untar Pradesh
(275), Odisha (249) and Chhattis-
garh (241) accounted for 60% of
the 2,825 deaths reported that
vear (Chart 3).

A study by the Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), us-
ing the dataset from the Tropical
Rainfall Measurement Mission's
Lightning Imaging Sensor, showed
a clear increasing trend in lightn-
ing activity in India over the last
two decades. The findings of the
study indicated thar seasonal va-
riations showed more lightning ac-
tivity over northwest India during
the monsoon season, and north-
east India during the pre-monsoon
season. “The increase in lightning
activity is due to the rise in Con-
vective Available Potential Energy
(CAPE), low-level moisture content
and temperature. The increase in
temperature and moisture is attri-
buted to changes in India’s land
use and land cover (LULC)," the
study said. Kumar Margasahayam,
an early warning systems expert,
said, “This is a direct result of a
warming planet where warmer air
and sudden cooling is leading o
more convective thunderstorms.
This has led to more and frequent
thunderstorms and more lightning
phenomena.”

The India Meteorological De-
partment currently provides thun-
derstorm forecasts, while the I[ITM
provides real-time alerts on lightn-
ing through its mobile application
Damini. The app also shares pre-
cautionary guidelines during thun-
derstorms in 23 regional languag-
es, making safery information
more accessible. The increasing fa-
talities emphasise the need for
creating more AWareness among
the public on precautions to be ta-
ken during lightning attacks.

of deaths caused in

States

Fatal strikes

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Crime Records Bureau's Accidenta| Deaths & Suicides in India (ADSI) reports.

CHART 1: The deaths caused by lightning strikes reported
over the years

3000

2000

o There were 3,315 deaths
caused by lighining in 2018,
whith wos the highest ever
since 1975

a
1875 1985 18495 2005 05 2024

CHART 2: The cause-wise share (in %) of deaths due to
forces of nature in the past five decades
100 -

1975

1385 1535 WS 2015 2024

CHART 3: States that accounted for the highest number of

deaths due to lightning between 2019 and 2024
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SC blames NTA for repeated
NEET question paper leaks

Two-judge Bench issues notice to the Union Ministry of Education, NTA, and others on pleas to

‘replace or fundamentally restructure’ the exam body and make it answerable to Parliament

Krishnadas Rai 1

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Monday square-
ly blamed the MNa-

tional Testing Agency
(INTA) for the National Elig-
ibility-cum-Entrance Test-
Undergraduate (NEET-
UG), 2026, paper leak, say-
ing the exam body sadly
had not learnt its lesson
even two years after the
previous security breach in
2024,

The hard work of 23
lakh students came to
nothing with the cancella-
tion of the examination af-
ter it was learnt that the
question paper had been
leaked.

A Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBl) probe is
under way into the issue
and a retest is scheduled
on June 21,

“It is 50 sad, really, that

the NTA has not learnt its
lesson. We had with such
difficulty heard the peti-
tions in 2024 and passed
orders... We had directed
the constitution of a com-
mittee to give Tecommen-
dations... Those recom-
mendations, we believe,
were accepted... a moni-
toring/high-powered com-
mittee was appointed,” Jus-
tice P.5.  Narasimha,
heading a  two-judge

Itis so sad, really, that the NTA has

not learnt its lesson. We had

with such difficulty heard the

petitions in 2024 and passed
orders... We had directed the
constitution of a committee to
give recommendations.. Those
recommendations, we believe,
were accepted

JUSTICE P.5. NARASIMHA
Supreme Court judge

Bench, observed on Mon-
day while hearing a peti-
tion filed by the Federation
of All India Medical Asso-
ciation to “replace or fun-
damentally restructure”
the NTA.

Affidavit sought

The Bench directed the
NTA to file an affidavit in
the next three days on
measures taken by it im-
plement the recommenda-

Pradhan seeks
report on CBSE
marking glitches

NEW DELHI

Unien Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan has
sought a detailed report on the
glitches in the CBSE portal
after multiple complaints
about the new On Screen
Marking system. » PAGE 12

tions of the monitoring/
high-powered committee
and listed the case for
hearing on an urgent basis
later this week.

The top court also is-
sued notices to the Union
of India, the Union Minis-
try of Education, and other
respondents arraigned by
the petitioners.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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India needs to prepare for a future with
an ageing population

 India wanted proof of its shifting demo-

graphic starus, then the latest SRS bulletin,

2024 has provided just that. The Agures
from the Sample Registration System - Statistical
Report, 2024, offer incontrovertible proof - fall-
ing fertility rate, low crude birth rate - to show
that Indias pace of population growth is consid-
erably slowing down. While the pundits predict
at least three decades of population growth for
the country, the plunging fertility rate certainly
commands pause for contemplation and forward
planning, for India to crest a crisis that several na-
tions are struggling to manage. India’s Total Fer-
tility Rate has dropped to 1.9, lower than the re-
placement level of 2.1, aided, in large, by a falling
birth rate. As per the latest SRS data, India's birth
rate fell from 21 in 2014 to 18.3 in 2024; while
death rate marginally went down from 6.7 to 6.4,
The country is well on its way rom population
‘explosion’ to one of ageing population and
shrinking workforce expansion. India might still
reap its demographic dividend - the median age
in India is 29.2 vears, in stark conirast to China
(median age of 40.2), and several other European
nations. In 2026, India has approximately 370 to
380 million vouth, aged 15-29 vears, representing
roughly 27 % of the country’s population. Est-
mates also put India's below 35 vears population
at over 65% of the total, making it one of the
world's voungest cohorts.

In demographic terms, falling birth rate re-
flects a decline in fertility, linked to factors such
a8 urbanization, better education, access 1o con-
traception, and the desire for smaller families. In-
dia's high life expectancy at birth (72 yvears) and
dipping death rate offer the other side of the tran-
sition paradigm, implying better access to health
care. India needs to reassess the path ahead and
pivot to prepare for the needs of a future greving
nation, when the demographic dividend disap-
pears. The S3ES data, however, flags a more im-
mediate concern too - one of vast regional and
rural/urban disparities. Overall, performance in
rural areas is not on a par with the urban centres,
and the southern States continue to stay ahead of
the northern States. Owverall, child survival im-
provements are real (the Infant Mortality Rate
has fallen to 24) but high-burden States in the
north are still at a much higher IME. States and
areas that lag will need targeted Interventions,
whether it is access to health care, awareness or
education facilities to effect a national conver-

gence.
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Finance Commission transfers and equity issue

he Finance Commission (FC),

constituted under the Constitution,

determines the distribution of the

Union’s gross tax revenues berween
Centre and States and among the States
themselves to address vertical and horizontal
fiscal imbalances. Following earlier commissions,
the 16th FC has retained the vertical devolution
share of 41% for the States and continued o
emphasise equity as the guiding principle in
determining horizontal transfers.

During consultations with the FC, States raised
several concerns regarding the structure of fiscal
transfers. Since cesses and surcharpes exceeded
15% of gross tax revenues, they should either be
included in the divisible pool or capped at
around 8%-10%. In addition, the Centre receives
substantial non-tax revenues from natural
resource extraction, asset monetisation and
surplus transfers from the Reserve Bank of India.

States and pressures

States also face mounting fiscal pressures. The
COVID-19 pandemic, structural changes
introduced by the Goods and Services Tax {and
recent rate rationalisation from four rates to two
principal rates), and mounting public debt
further constrained their fiscal space. Moreover,
the growing dominance of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes has narrowed their fiscal autonomy (the
restructuring of the National Rural Employment
Guarantee programme requires States to bear
40% of programme costs), while buoyancy of
central taxes has slowed. These factors could
reduce the actual rransfers to States, leading
several States to demand a 50% vertical share.

Another concern is frequent changes in
devolution criteria and their assigned weights
across successive FCs in order to transfer more
resources to fiscally weaker States, making it
difficult for States to predict their future shares.
Mary States called for a reduced weight for the
income-distance criterion and suggested
adjusting it for purchasing-power differences to
berter reflect variations in the cost of living.

Over time, the shares of better-performing
States have steadily declined compared with
those of major beneficiary States. The combined
shares of four major beneficiary States - Bihar
(including Jharkhand), Madhya Pradesh
(including Chhattisgarh), Urtar Pradesh (including
Uttarakhand) and West Bengal - increased from
42_5% during the Sixth FC period to 51% under
the 15th FC. In contrast, the combined share of
the four southern States — Andhra Pradesh
(including Telangana), Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu ~ declined from 24.8% to 15.8%,
widening the gap to 35.2%. Continued reliance on
unconditional equalisation transfers may weaken
incentives for revenue mobilisation and fiscal
discipline in weaker States. Moreover, rising

K.R. Shanmugam

Farmer Director,
Madras School of
Economics, and
Consultant to the
Government

of Tamil Madu

Under the 16th
Finance

arbitrary
weights affect
better-
performing
States

transfers to poorer States have not eliminated
disparities in public expenditure even on basic
services. In 202223, Bihar spent $937 per person
on health, against Arunachal Pradesh’s 10,148
(10.8 times lower), while Bihar's per-student
spending on elementary education in 2023-24
was T20,282 compared with Sikkim's £1,30,458.
These gaps show that fiscal transfers alone have
not ensured convergence in public service
delivery.

Recommendations of Finance Commission
The 16th FC accepted the Centre’s argument that
cesses and surcharges cannot be shared because
they often finance welfare and infrastructure
programmes that indirectly benefit States and
retained 41% vertical share. It also abolished
revenue-deficit grants as well as sector-specific
and State-specific grants and recommended that
States discontinue off-budget borrowings, bring
all liabilities onto their budgets and maintain
fiscal deficits below 3%. These measures could
increase short-term fiscal stress for States.

The FC made only modest adjustments to the
criteria used by the 15th FC. Income distance
received a weight of 42.5%; population 17.5%; area
10%; forest cover 10%; and the demographic
criterion - modified by replacing the inverse
fertlity rate with population growth - 10%. It also
introduced States” contribution to national GDE,
replacing tax effore, with a 10% weight. However,
instead of using actual GSDP shares, the FC
applied a square-root transformation to State
GSDP shares, with a weight of just 10%, far below
the expected 25%. This significantly reduced the
advantage of economically stronger States and
altered the rankings. Maharashira's actual GSDP
share of 14.23% fell to 8.31% after the
transformation, while Tamil Nadu's declined from
9.09% to 6.67% and Karnataka's from 8.95% to
5.59%. At the same time, the shares of many
smialler States increased.

Consequently, overall devolution shares of 14
States rose marginally compared with the 15th
FC. Karnataka gained the most (0,484 percentage
point increase), followed by Kerala (0.457) and
Gujarat (0.277). Tamil Nadu saw only a negligible
rise, from 4.079% to 4.097%. Meanwhile, the
shares of 14 States declined, with Madhya Pradesh
experiencing the largest reduction (0.503
percentage points), followed by Arunachal
Pradesh (0.403) and Uttar Pradesh (0.32).

From a longer-term perspective, however,
disparities remain substantial. Under the 16th FC,
the southern States’ share has risen slightly to
about 17%, while the share of the largest
beneficiary States has fallen to just under 50% - a
shift of only about 1.2% in favour of the southern
States. The balance between equity and efficiency
has changed only marginally. Under the 15th FC,
efficiency-related criteria accounted for 25% of

the weight and equity criteria for 75%; under the
16th FC, this has shifted to 30% and 70%,
respectively - an adjustment too small to
significantly alter outcomes. Poorer States such as
Uttar Pradesh (17.62%), Bihar (9.95%), Madhya
Pradesh (7.35%) and West Bengal (7.22%) continue
to receive larger shares than fiscally stronger and
better-performing States.

Devolutions with alternative schemes
Alternative weighting schemes suggest that the
outcomes could have been different. If the FC had
assigned a 25% weight to the square root of GDP
contribution while reducing the weight of income
distance to 27.5%, Karnataka's share would have
increased from 4.131% to 4.928%, Maharashira's
from 6.441% to 7.218%, and Tamil Nadu's from
.097% to 4.867%. Under an equal-weight
scheme across the six criteria, their shares would
have risen further to 5.544%, 7.845%, and 5.246%,
respectively.

Had the FC used actual GSDP share (instead of
square root formula) with 10% weight, the
devolution shares of Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu would have increased to 7.033%,
4.367% and 4.342% respectively. With 25% weight
(and 27.5% weight to income distance), they
wolld have increased to 8.698%, 5.517% and
5.478%. With equal weighting scheme, their
respective shares might have increased to 8.833%,
5.937% and 5.653%. That is, their respective
shares increased by 2.352%, 1.806% and 1.556%.

Given that the 16th FC estimates total vertical
transfers of ¥104 lakh crore over the award
period, these differences are significant. A 2.392%
increase in Maharashira's share would translate
into an additional ¥2.4% lakh crore, or about
49,744 crore annually. Karnataka's additional
1.8306% share would yield about $1.88 lakh crore,
or roughly 37,565 crore annually. Tamil Nadu's
1.556% increase would amount to approximately
F1L.62 lakh erore, or ¥32,365 crore annually.

In India, unlike other large federations such as
Australia and China, States with greater political
influence in terms of parliamentary
representation are not necessarily the
economically stronger ones. Consequently, these
Srates tend to receive higher fiscal transfers. The
issue is likely to intensify after delimitation, as
governments may have stronger incentives o
favour politically influential States. Since the FC's
primary objective is to address both vertical and
horizontal fiscal imbalances, future FCs should
place greater emphasis on fiscal capacity and
fiscal outcome indicators rather than relving
predominantly on non-fiscal indicators.
Additionally, they should adopt more data-driven
approaches for assigning weights, such as the
principal component analysis method.

The views expressed are persanal +
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India and Australia - bridging the trade and trust barrier

s a comprehensive India-Australia Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) in the offing? With the

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong in
India for the Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting,
there is anticipation that a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) may
be inked. This would expand the 2022 Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) that
had opened 100% of the Australian market to
India while India reciprocated with roughly 70%
market access covering nearly 91% of trade value.
Canberra has since been pushing for parity, both
privately and publicly. Meanwhile the West Asia
crisis has forced upon India — in the words of the
Chief Economic Adviser — a “balance of payments
crisis stress test”, making trade expansion and
courting investments an urgent necessity for the
country.

India has been in a hurry over the past year to
conclude trade agreements; geopolitical fragility
and the unpredictability of tariff politics have
pushed India to sign agreements with the EU, the
U.S., New Zealand and the U.K. CECA fits neatly
into this larger recalibration.

The problems with Australia

But with Australia, the trade situation is
complicated. Since ECTA, bilateral merchandise
trade doubled from $12.2 billion in FY 2020-21 to
$24.1billion in FY 2024-25. These gains, however,
have not been evenly shared. Australian exports
to India account for nearly two-thirds of the
bilateral trade.

Even in services, where bilateral trade has
crossed $10 billion, Australia’s higher education
sector alone accounts for close to 60%. In
contrast, investment tells the opposite story: as of
2024, Indian investment in Australia had touched
nearly $32 billion against Australia’s cumulative
FDI into India of about $18 billion.

The bilateral relationship is thus beset by
interconnected problems. Australia wants parity
in market access. But the question for India is not
whether India should simply concede more
market access; it is whether India can trade some
market access for a more balanced overall

L
Vaibhav Jain

Incoming delegate of
the Australia-India
‘Youth Dialogue

-
Raja Karthikeva

Former delegate of
the Australia-India
‘Youth Dialogue

An
India-Australia
trade deal must
prioritise
balance

over parity

relationship. Australia’s 2025 Economic
Engagement Roadmap for India identified four
bilateral ‘superhighways': clean energy,
education, tourism, and agribusiness. On the first
three, there appears to be broad alighment but
not on the fourth. Agriculture is where this
bargain becomes most difficult. India has
restricted access to its agricultural market in
nearly all its major trade agreements. Despite
being compelled to keep India’s most vulnerable
sectors (dairy, wheat, rice, sugar and chickpeas)
outside ECTA, Australian farm exports to India
have risen by nearly 90%, while Indian
agricultural exports to Australia have grown more
modestly by 35%.

This asymmetry reflects two very different
agricultural realities. The average Indian farm is
about 0.73 hectares; the average Australian farm
exceeds 1,400 hectares. Agriculture contributes
around 16% to India’s GDP and 2.5% to Australia’s.
For Australia, agriculture is an export industry.
For India, it is a livelihood that supports more
than half of its population and remains the
bedrock of its food security.

The notion of a “level playing field” between
these two systems is hence a misframing of the
problem. Indian farmers, even with subsidised
inputs, remain structurally exposed to monsoon
variability, fragmented landholdings and thin
margins. Protecting the Indian market from
cheap Australian imports, particularly wheat, is
not a negotiating position; it is a political
necessity. Yet, given the industrial scale of
Australia’s farming, Canberra will understandably
push India to open up its market fully.

Using agriculture as an opportunity
Nonetheless, agricultural trade talks between the
two countries need not become a zero-sum
game. Agriculture can become the sector through
which India converts Australia’s demand for
market access into a broader opportunity for
institutional cooperation and investment. Two
low-hanging fruits stand out.

First, the future of India-Australia agricultural
trade must depend less on tariff concessions and
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more on mutual recognition of biosecurity and
phytosanitary standards. Building on the 2025
organic products arrangement, both countries
can expand cooperation in digital certification,
quarantine protocols and regulatory alignment.
This would give Indian farmers a fairer shot at the
Australian market even as India considers
reciprocal access for Australian farmers.

Second, Australia's strategic opportunity in
India may lie beyond agricultural commodities
and in exporting the systems that make modern
agriculture possible: precision farming
technologies, cold-chain infrastructure, water
management expertise and climate adaptation
practices. India loses anywhere from 15% to 35%
of its agricultural output to pests, disease and
post-harvest inefficiencies every year. Australia’s
extensive experience in dealing with drought
cycles, heat extremes and water scarcity is
knowledge that would interest India.

However, this experience sharing must go
hand-in-hand with real investments. Australian
capital, technology and know-how must register a
deeper presence inside India’s agricultural sector
— in storage facilities, logistics networks,
farm-level tools and agri-technology partnerships
between firms, universities and local
governments. The recently launched
India-Australia Smart Farm Network Initiative
points in the right direction.

Need for complementarity
Agriculture is too politically important in India to
be treated as just another line item in a trade
schedule; equally, it is too economically
important to be left outside the bilateral
partnership altogether. Rather than making the
new FTA one of absolute symmetry in market
access alone, India and Australia should make it
an agreement based on complementarity across
trade and investment.

Should the diplomats succeed, the day when
Chyawanprash and Vegemite sit on the same
breakfast table in the two countries is not far.

The views expressed are personal
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Water governance in peri-urban areas

ndia‘s water story has made

real progress, The Jal Jeevan

Mission has brought tap

water to nearly eight out of
every 10 rural households. While
urban water supply is not without
its challenges, at least there is
intermittent supply in most towns
and cities. However, the images of
India's water challenges are
shifting. One is the village that still
waits for a reliable connection,
and the second is the city which
floods every now and then due to
erratic and heavy rain. In between
the two, there is a missing middle

a vast, overlooked landscape

which has both challenges and
opportunities.

This is India's peri-urban
expanse: a zone where farmland
and scattered habitations give way
to factory sheds, and densely
cluttered settlements. Over the last
two decades, the number of
Census towns has jumped from
1,362 10 3,784, a 178% increase.
These are not villages anymore,
but neither are they recognised as
cities. Nowhere does this
institutional limbo exact a higher
price than in water and sanitation.

A middle ground

Take, for example, the Rawta
village on the edge of Delhi.
Residents here receive water
through a pipeline at a common
collection point, but only on
alternate days, and that too
berween 7 pum. and midnight.
Families sacrifice sleep to fetch
water. Private vendors selling
water exploit this gap. Or consider
Gurugram, where rural
governance was abolished and
peri-urban areas were placed
under the municipal corporation
which struggles with
administrative inefficiencies.
Residents are left with the worst of
both worlds: urban prices without
urban services.

Moreover, such consequences
ripple beyond convenience. In
peri-urban Hyderabad, toxic
leachate from waste dumps has
contaminated groundwater. And
when cities grow thirsty, they
reach outward. The Bisalpur dam,

Marameswaran
lyer

Executive Director at
the World Bank

Arunabha Ghosh

CEO at the Council on
Erergy, Environment
and Water [CEEW)

Chief Ecomamic
Advizorin the Planet
Vice Presidency of the

World Bank. They are
the co-authors of
‘Water, Mature,
Progress: Salutions
for a New India’

India’s
peri-urbsn
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where farmland
and scattered
hahitations give
way to factory
sheds, and
densely
cluttered
settlements

originally built to irrigate Tonk
and Sawai Madhopur, now
prioritizes Jaipur’s growing water
demand, leaving downstream
farmers to bear the cost. When
water moves from rural to urban
areas without accountable
governance, the peri-urban
becomes a zone of sacrifice.

Sanitation ells a similar story.
Nearly 40 million urban
households rely on on-site systems
such as septic tanks. However,
desludging is irregular - often
only when tanks overflow — and
illegal dumping of septage into
rivers and open fields is routine. A
single 5,000-litre tanker
discharging its load into the open
undoes the work of thousands of
toilets constructed under the
Swachh Bharar Mission.

By 2047, the country will need
230 million new housing units and
500 new cities. Today's peri-urban
fringe is tomorrow's city centre.
Whether we plan for it
deliberately or inherit a legacy of
chronic challenges is a choice one
has to make right now.

A plan of action

That choice requires five clear
actions. First, the governance
vacuum has to be resolved. State
EOVETTIMENLS MUSE constitute
MNagar Panchayats for all Census
towns, as the 74th Constitutional
Amendment envisioned. Where
the transition has already
occurred, functional capacity
must follow legal reclassification.
Small-scale experiments such as
the multi-stakeholder platform in
Sultanpur village, which brought
together engineers, panchayvat
members and residents, show that
accountability can be built when
institutions are forced to
coordinate. Second, drinking
water sources must be secured at
their origin itself. The Jal jeevan
Mission succeeded in expanding
tap connections, but source
sustainability needs relentless
fiocus. This means protecting
catchments from encroachment,
preventing solid waste dumping,
and adopting commumnity-driven
sanitary inspections of local water

sources, an approach that has
already worked in Maharashira.

Third, there should be a
Swachh Bharat Mission 3.0 with an
explicit focus on peri-urban
sanitation. This mission, ideally
housed under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti and leveraging rural
emplovment guarantes schemes,
should prioritse faecal sludge and
septage management. Its priorities
should be to build faecal sludge
treatment plants where sewage
treatment plants are beyond 1520
Jny; deploy GPS-equipped
desludging trucks to prevent
illegal dumiping; and introduce
mini-cesspool vehicles for narrow
lanes, as Berhampur in Odisha has
done. Desludging costs, which can
range from ¥1,500-36,000 per
trip, should be folded into
muonthly water bills through a
small sanitation levy.

Fourth, decentralised
wastewater treatment
technologies should be scaled up.
Starmups such as Indra Water and
Tigreen have built modular,
plug-and-play systems that treat
used water close to its source,
recovering over 95% of water with
minimal land and energy use. But
these remain at the incubation
level. They need clear policy
signals, single-window clearances
for green industries, public
procurement mandates, and
government-backed guarantees
that creare a market for treated
used water. Fifth, peri-urban water
should be financed as strategic
infrastructure. The Uttarakhand
model - a blended finance
structure combining State
risk-bearing with World Bank
concessional loans linked to
dizbursement indicators - offers a
template. Similar mechanisms can
extend to septage and
decentralised treatment.

India‘s water furure will be
decided in these zones. Peri-urban
India has the numbers, the
economic dynamism, and the
demographic weight to demand
better. If we act now, the missing
middle can become the core:
dense, thriving, and water-secure.

Views expressed are personal.
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Assam UCC Bill tabled;
seeks ban on polygamy

Opposition parties oppose the Bill and demand consultation with all stakeholders; draft legislation
excludes Scheduled Tribes from its purview: makes registration of live-in relationships mandatory

Ihe Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

he Assam govern-

ment on Monday

tabled ‘The Un-
iform Civil Code, Assam,
2026 Bill" in the State As-
sembly, proposing a com-
mon law for all residents
on matters related to mar-
riage, divorce, succession,
and live-in relationships.

Uttarakhand and Guja-
rat are the two other States
that have passed such a law
earlier.

Assam  Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Atul Bora
tahled the Bill on behalt of
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma. The MLAs of
three COpposition parties
opposed the Bill.

“The introduction of the
UCE Bill paves the way for
an on-record discussion on
whiy it is the need of the
hour and how it will help
realise the path our found-
ing fathers laid down,” the
Chiet Minister said.

Under the proposed

Qe The introduction of
the UCC Bill paves

the way for an on-record
discussion on why it is the
need of the hour and how it
will help realise the path our
foumding fathers kaid down

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA
Ascam Chiel Minister

E—1
&=,

law, bigamy and polygamy
shall invite imprisonment
up to seven years under
Section 82 of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,

The Assam UCC Bill, re-
placing various religion-
based personal laws to en-
sure  “absolute equality
and gender justice", ex-
cludes Scheduled Tribes
from its purview.

The Bill mandates mo-
nogamy and sets a standar-
dised legal ape of 21 years
tor grooms and 18 years for
brides. The povermment
said the Rill, it passed,
would make registration of
all marriages and divorces

compulsory  to  prevent
fraud. The Bill codifies un-
itorm grounds for divorce,
such as cruelty, desertion,
or mutual consent, and en-
sures the custody of chil-
dren under five years with
the mother.

The Bill creates a un-
itorm, gender-equal order
of preference for intestate
inheritance among Class-1
heirs, which includes the
spouse, children, and pa-
rents of the deceased.

The Bill makes the regis-
tration of Live-in relation-
ships mandatory within a
manth. “This protects vul-
nerable individuals by de-

claring that any child born
out of a live-in relationship
is fully legitimate, and by
granting a deserted live-in
partner the explicit legal
standing to claim financial
maintenance through the
courts,”  the statement
=aid. Failure to register a
Ive-in relationship withina
month shall attract impri-
sonment for up to three
months or a fine of up to
ECh CeCh.

The Eill repeals the As-
sam Compulsory Registra-
tion of Muslim Marriages
and Divorces Act, 2024, to
streamline the State's stat-
utory architecture.

Congress leader Zakir
Hussain Sikdar said the
"poditical agenda” of the
BT made the government
"bulldoze™ the Bill. “The
government should have
held consultations  with
political parties and non-
political organisations be-
tore introducing the Bill in
the House,” he said. The
Bill has been scheduled for
discussion on May 27.
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No ‘grave urgency’ to
entertain plea against

Cockroach Party: CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Monday asked a la-
wyer to not take the conti-
nued online frenzy over his
reported use of the word

“cockroach” in a court
hearing S0
“sentimentally”.

The Chief Justice was
reacting to a lawver, advo-
cate N.K. Goswami, who
expressed anxiety at the
manner in which a cour-
troom observation from
the Bench was being “dis-
torted” online despite a
clarification from the
judge. The CJI's reported
remark on “cockroaches”
with reference to fake law
degree holders during the
hearing of a writ petition
on May 15, spawned a pu-
blic furore, and a viral on-
line platform, the Cock-
roach Janta Party (C]P).

The Chief Justice had la-
ter clarified that he had

A petition was filed in the
Supreme Court seeking a probe
into the ‘activities' of the party.

been misquoted, and had
the greatest concern and
respect for the youth.

On Monday, the Chief

Justice said there was “no

grave urgency” to enter-
tain a writ petition filed by
an SC lawyer seeking a
probe into the “activities”
of a “digital-political forma-
tion”, the CJP, and the
commercial exploitation,
trademark appropriation,
and monetised circulation
of oral remarks made in
court proceedings.
B

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133




NS,

Learn Beyond

KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

GS Paper III - Economy

Follow b B0 TaoE D b Ol MIDE a0 9 . Ol I Ll |

[ R ET AILCOm e Niisdil

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

Why is the Indian rupee falling?
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Closely monitoring
Ebola situation in

Africa: Health Ministry N

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister J. P.
Nadda on Monday re-
viewed preparedness and
surveillance measures to
counter the Ebola wvirus,
amid concern that the out-
break in Africa may spread
to other parts of the world.
India has not reported
any case of the Bundibu-
gvo Ebola disease to date.
The Health Ministry said
it was monitoring the situa-
tion in Africa. “We are
working closely with the
National Centre for Disease
Control and other agencies
concerned, and have
strengthened surveillance
and public health prepa-
redness across the coun-
try,” said a senior official.
Meetings have also been
held with States, Union
Territories to review pre-

paredness and response
measures.

DGCA directive

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has directed
airlines to ensure that pas-
sengers travelling from or
transiting through Uganda
or the Democratic Repu-
blic of the Congo mandato-
rily fill out a form provid-
ing personal and contact
details, travel origin, expo-
sure history, and any med-
ical symptoms.

As per the standard op-
erating procedure, airlines
must designate segregated
seating with at least three
vacant rows around the
suspected passenger. Sus-
pected cases must be pro-
vided masks and personal
protective equipment,
while masks must also be
distributed to passengers
seated nearby.
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