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Rajya Sabha defections, constitutional questions

he recent developments within the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAF), appear to have dealt a

decisive blow to its representation in the
Rajya Sabha. On April 24, 2026, seven out of its 10
sitting Members of Parliament, publicly
announced that over two-thirds of the party's
MPs had decided to merge with the Bharativa
Janata Party (BJF), inveking the provisions of the
10th Schedule of the Constitution.

While the development has attracted
widespread political attention, its implications
extend beyond immediate partisan concerns. It
raises significant constitutional questions
regarding the interpretation of the anti-defection
law, particularly the scope of the “merger”
exception under the 10th Schedule. Nor is the
episode entirely unprecedented. Similar
assertions of legislative strength have been
witnessed at the State level, most notably in the
case of the Eknath Shinde-led faction in the Shiv
Sena within the Maharashira Assembly. However,
the present instance assumes greater significance
as it unfolds at the national level, Involving MPs in
the Rajva Sabha, thereby amplifying its
constitutional and political consequences.

Anti-defection framework, ‘split* doctrine
The Constitution, as originally adopted in 1950,
provided for disqualification of MPs on limited
grounds under Article 103, 1o be decided by the
President of India acting on the apinion of the
Election Commission of India. The 10th Schedule,
introduced by the 52nd Constitution Amendment
Act, 1985, expanded this framework to address
the persistent problem of political defections
adding another ground for disqualification of
members to be decided by the Speaker or
Chairman. The objective was to curb the practice
of elected representatives abandoning their
parties for political gain, by artaching the
consequence of disqualification.

Al the same time, the Schedule originally
carved out two exceptions, “split” under
Paragraph 3 and “merger” under Paragraph 4.
The first, which recognised a split in a legislature
party where one-third of its members formed a
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separate faction, was subsequently deleted by the
91st Constitution Amendment Act, 2003,
following recommendations of Electoral Reforms
(Dinesh Goswami Committee) in May 1990 and
the 170th Law Commission Report, 1999, This
deletion marked a conscious shift away from
recognising internal fractures within legislature
parties as a legitimate defence to defection.

The omission of Paragraph 3 carries deeper
implications. The concept of “split™ had implicitly
recognised a degree of autonomy in the
legislarure party vis-d-vis the political party. Its
removal signals Parllament's clear intent to
restore primacy to the political party as the
central unit of democratic accountability.

The Supreme Court of India has also
reinforeed this position in Subhash Desai vs
Principal Secretary, Governor of Maharashira
(2023), where a Constitution Bench declined w
interpret the 10th Schedule in a manner that
severs the figurative umbilical cord between a
legislature party and its parent political party.
The Cowrt underscored that the political party
continues to guide and control the actions of its
elected members, even after electoral victory.

The merger exception in question

The present controversy centres on the
interpretation of Paragraph 4 of the 10th
Schedule, which provides immunity from
disqualification in cases of merger. The key
question is whether such a merger can be
effected solely by two-thirds of the members of a
legislature party, or whether it must necessarily
be preceded by, or reflect, a decision of the
ariginal political party itself.

A plain reading of Paragraph 4 suggests that
the exemption applies where the “original
political party” merges with another political
party. The emphasis, therefore, is on the merger
aof the political party, not merely a numerical
alignment within the legislature party. Hence,
Paragraph 4(2), which introduces a deeming
fiction based on the consent of two-thirds of
legislators, cannot be read in solation so as
displace the primacy of the political organisation.

To do so would invert the constitutional design,
effectively allowing the legislature party to dictate
the fate of the political party.

This interpretation would be inconsistent with
Parliament’s decision in exercise of constituent
power to abolish the “split” exception, which had
earlier permitted even a one-third faction to
claim legitimacy. The threshold may have
changed, but the principle remains that the
internal dissent within the legislature party
cannot override the identity and continuity of the
political party.

Bevond technicalities

Al a broader level, the anti-defection law was not
merely intended to regulate individual conduct
but to preserve the integrity of the party system
and, by extension, the institution of ‘opposition”
in democracy. While it does not entirely prohibic
political realipnments, it subjects them to
constitutdonal discipline.

The recent AAP episode underscores the need
for judicial clarity on whether legislative
majorities can, in effect, appropriate the identity
of the political party they were elected to
represent. The answer will have far-reaching
implications for parliamentary democracy.

As lyricist and former parliamentarian Javed
Akhtar once observed in the Rajya Sabha, the
essential distinction berween democracy and
dictatorship lies in the presence of an opposition.
It is this opposition that the 10th Schedule seeks
to safeguard. AAP has approached the Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha under Paragraph 6 of the 10th
Schedule to challenge the action of its seven
“merged” MPs.

How the merger exception is ultimately
interpreted will be significant, particularly for the
continued vitality of the Opposition. In the
absence of settled judicial clarity, the issue is
likely, sooner rather than later, to invire
authoritative determination by the Supreme
Court. The hope, ultimately, is that constitutional
adjudication will preserve the centrality of
political parties within India’s parliamentary
framework.

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133



KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

2)2s

Learn Beyond No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

GS Paper II - Governance

Kept word by tabling

UCC Bill in the first
House session: CM

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Tuesday said the proposed
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
would ensure “a new lease
of independence” and so-
cial security for women

from the minority
communities.
Speaking at a discussion

on the UCC Bill introduced
in the 126-member House
on Monday, he said the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJPHled government ful-
filled its poll promise by ta-
bling the Bill.

“The UCC Bill will en-
sure safety and security for
women of the minority
community who have re-
mained oppressed for de-
cades,” the Chief Minister
said.

He said the Opposition
parties had criticised him
before the election for say-
ing the government would
pursue the UCC if it could
not be stopped politically.
“1 told them that if they fail
tor stop us, we will bring the
UCC in the very first As-
sembly session. We acted
on our commitment,” he
said.

1 feel proud that Assam
will be the third State to
bring the UCC after Utta-

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

rakhand and Gujarat,” he
added.

‘Why exempt tribals

Echoing All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen chief
Asaduddin Owaisi, some
Congress MLAs said the
UCC could not be de-
scribed as “uniform” as it
has separate provisions for
tribal and non-tribal com-
munities. The Uniform Ci-
vil Code, Assam, 2026 Bill
exempts  all  Scheduled
Tribes and Adivasi com-
munities from its purview.

“If this Bill is good, it
should apply to everyone.
If it is bad, it should not be
implemented at all,” Con-
gress MLA Zubair Anam
told journalists.

“What will happen if a
non-tribal - partner lives
with a tribal girl?” he
asked, insisting that the
word “uniform™ should ap-
ply to all communities.
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The judiciary’s role in complete justice

The Supreme Court is empowered under Article 142 to pass necessary orders to deliver complete justice where existing laws fail to provide a specific remedy.

While this power acts as a ‘constitutional safety valve critics argue that it may lead to judicial encroachment upon the domain of the Executive or the Legislature

LETTER & SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

nother milestone in the

direction of delivery of

complete justice by the

Supreme Court of India is its
recent decision to elevate the Right to safe
travel on National Highways asa
fundamental right, declaring it an integral
part of the Right to Life under Article 21 of
the Constitution. The Court took suo motu
cognisance of two road accidents in
November 2025, which led to a loss of 34
lives and has issued wide-ranging
directives. [In Re: Phalodi Accident vs.
National Highways Authority of India and
Others (2025)]. The Court has clearly held
that safe, well-maintained, and motorable
roads are no longer just a policy goal, but
a constitutional obligation of the state. It
is an alarming fact that while National
Highways comprise only 2% of roads, they
account for 30% of fatalities. In 2025,
National Highways in India saw
approximately 26,770 deaths in the first
six months alone. The government aims
to reduce road accidents by 50% by 2030
and to achieve this goal, it has adopted a
strategy focusing on strengthening
Education, Engineering (roads/vehicles),
Enforcement, and Emergency Medical
Service has been adopted. Despite
fatalities on the National Highways
decreasing by 11% compared to 2024, they
still remain alarmingly high. These figures
must have been a contributing factor in
the Supreme Court's decision while
exercising its inherent power under
Article 142 of the Constitution which talks
about complete justice.

Inherent power of the Supreme Court

e

The power to deliver complete justice is residuary in nature. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

are inherent to its role as the highest
court, enabling it to go beyond strict
procedural constraints to prevent
injustice or abuse of process. Another
condition to invoke Article 142 is a
manifest error and non-exercise of it
might lead to travesty of justice. The
Supreme Court in Delhi Judicial Service
Association vs. State of Gujarat (1991) has
held that the power to do complete justice
is entirely of different level and of a
different quality. The Court further says
that any restrictions contained in
ordinary laws cannot act as limitation on
the constitutional power of the Court.

The concept of complete justice

A pertinent question that comes to our
mind is whether justice could ever be
incomplete. If not, then why has the term
‘complete justice’ been incorporated into
Clause (1) of Article 142 of the

The Supreme Court is the ¢ of the

Constitution? Another question that may

Constitution. Hence, it has been given
such powers which could be exercised
where the law is silent or is found
incapable of grievance redressal. Such
powers are not conferred by statute but

arise is whether High Courts may also
deliver complete justice.

The power to deliver complete justice
is residuary in nature and it may be
exercised to ensure the observance of due

process of law. This is an extraordinary
jurisdiction implicity vested with trust
and faith that it shall be exercised by
applying the principle of natural justice,
i.e., faimess. The Court also recognises its
significance, and therefore, held in Hitesh
Bhatnagar vs. Deepa Bhatnagar (2011) that
extraordinary care and caution shall be
observed while exercising this
Jjurisdiction.

natural justice must be followed.

Complete justice and High Courts
The question of whether High Courts
could also deliver complete justice may be
answered on the basis of the Supreme
Court’s decision in Anil Kumar Jain vs.
Maya Jain (2009) in which the Court held
that the powers of High Courts under
Article 226 of the Constitution are
certainly not at par with those of the
Supreme Court under Article 142.
However, justice is a wide concept and
shall always be complete. Thus, the High
Courts may also deliver complete justice,
though in a more circumscribed manner
than the Supreme Court, whose inherent
powers under Article 142 serve as one of
the tools for applying the concept of due
process of law in rapidly changing social,
economic, political and value systems
within and outside India.

Cause for controversy

The exercise of Article 142 is often
criticised as judicial overreach that
undermines the principle of separation of
powers. Critics point out that the Court
bypasses the established laws and
procedures and may encroach upon the
domain of the Executive or the
Legislature. However, such criticisms do
not have much rationale. It is true that

Article 142 emp the

Court to pass any necessary order to
deliver comprehensive, equitable justice,
even if existing laws or procedural
technicalities do not provide a specific
remedy. This power acts asa
“constitutional safety valve™ to fill legal
gaps. Itis a well-established fact that the
Constitution of India gives precedence to
natural justice over other forms of justice.
In a landmark judgment, the apex court,
in Canara Bank vs. Debasis Das (2003),
says that the Constitution intends to
deliver substantive justice, which is the
removal of injustices and it shall be
delivered either by way of legal or natural
Justice. In a situation where legal justice is
incapable of doing so, the principles of

king Article 142 makes the judiciary
more active. However, judicial activism
involves the proactive and progressive
interpretation of laws or constitutional
provisions. Its constitutional intent is to
deliver justice, be it social, economic,
political or legal. The problem arises
when new and evolving social realities,
such as live-in relationships or matters
relating to homosexuality, emerge and
established laws and procedures may
prove inadequate to deliver justice. In
such situations the Supreme Court, as the
custodian of the Constitution needs to
proactively take steps to ensure that
complete justice is delivered.
(C.B.P. Srivastava is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi)
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The Supreme Court of India, as
the custodian of the
Constitution, has been given
such powers which could be
exercised where the law is
silent or is found incapable of
grievance redressal.

v

The Court’s power to deliver
complete justice is residuary in
nature, and it may be exercised
to ensure the observance of
due process of law. Itis an
extraordinary jurisdiction
implicitly vested with trust and
faith that it shall be exercised
by applying the principle of
natural justice.
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How safe is India’s critical national
infrastructure?

Over the last few decades. critical infrastructure and services have been scaled up through automation, the Intermet of Things and AL However, this

has also made them more vulnerable to attacks through 10T devices, highlighting the need for a policy framework to safeguard our infrastructure

L.N. Rajaram

ur everyday life depends on

critical services that we often

take for granted: water,

electricity, cooking gas, petrol
and diesel, groceries, banking,
communications, transport, internet,
healthcare, governance, law and order,
courts and defence. Behind each of these
lies a vast nerwork of infrastructure:
power planis, refineries, distribution
systems, fuel ransportation networks,
railway stations, airports, hospitals,
public utility systems and industrial
installations. Any disruption can affect
public safety, economic stability and
national security.

Ower the last few decades, these
services have been scaled up through
digital ransformation. The internet,
automation, the Internet of Things (1aT),
and artificial intelligence {(Al) have
improved monitoring, prediction, control
and service delivery. However, the same
connectivity that improves efficiency also
expands the risk horizon. Systems that
were earlier isolated or locally controlled
are now linked to digital networks,
creating opportunities for remote
disruption.

Complexities of the digital landscape
We are familiar with cyber risks in the
digital world: server breaches, data theft,
denial-of-service attacks, ransomware and
online fraud. Governments have
responded with cyber-security laws,
certifications, protective systems and
agencies such as CERT-In (Indian
Computer Emergency Response Team).
These measures have improved security,
but they do not make critical
infrastructure completely safe.

The larger emerging concern is that the

internet is no longer only a network of
people, computers and servers. It has
expanded to accommodare billions of
connected devices. Cameras, GPS
devices, temperature and pressure
$ensors, wind monitors, water-level
sensors and industrial controllers are
constantly collecting data and
communicating with central systems. In
refineries, power plants, chemical plants,
manufacturing units and transport
networks, such devices enable high levels
of automation.

Earlier, many of these systems were
local process control systems managed
through SCADA (Supervisory Control and
Data Acquisition system). Today, they are
increasingly connected to the internet for
centralised monitoring, optimisation and
prediciive maintenance.

This creates the important triad of IT,
OT and IoT. IT operates in the digital
space, processing data and enabling
computing. OT, or operational
technology, operates in the physical
world of plants, machinery, mansport,
industrial automation and critical assets,
IoT connects the two by sensing physical
conditions, sending realtime data to
digital systems and, in many cases,
executing commands through controllers
and actuators. This connection is
powerful, but it can also become the
weak link. If the IoT layer is
compromised, the data collected from the
physical world can be manipulated, or
control over phvsical processes can be
misused.

Critical infrastructure security
Therefore, critical infrastructure security
must go beyond comventional cyber
security. Physical installations may have
heavy security and restricted access, but
the devices connecting them to digiral

systemns may still expose them to invisible
risks. The real question is whether these
devices can be trusted. They must not
contain hidden vulnerabilities,
unauthorised data-sharing mechanisms,
malicious control pathways or embedded
Trojans that can be exploited later.

This issue becomes serious when
imported devices are deploved in
sensitive installations without rigorous
scrutiny. India speaks strongly about
Armanirbhar Bharat and Made in India,
but this intent has not always translated
into procurement practices at lower levels
of government departments and public
sector undertakings (FSUs). Tender
conditions ofien do not insist on trusted
Indian-made products or deep security
evaluation. Eligibility is frequently
aszessed through template-based
compliance checks rather than careful
examination of design origin,
manufacturing authenticity and
operational vulnerability. Existing IT
guidelines and loT policies are also not
enforced with the seriousness required
for national-level infrastructure.

Fuel transportation is a practical
example. Earlier, tankers carrving fuel
from oil terminals to retail outlets were
protected with ordinary seals, locks and
keys, leaving room for pilferage. Over
time, the system moved to loT-based
keyless and OTP-based e-locking,
supported by GPS tracking and digital
monitoring. These solutions improve
accountability and security, but they also
become critical control points in the fuel
supply chain. If vehicle tracking systems
or e-locks are imported or unverified or
dubiowsly certified, the oll supply chain
can become vulnerable to remote
disruption. There are increasing instances
of electronic locks with GI'S and
communication capabilities that are
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manufactured in China getting
certifications in India as an Indian
product.

Need for sirengthening certification
The recent certification of cameras, by
STOC tests devices ensures that they do
not perform unintended contral or
data-sharing functions. However, the
certification process is onerous and
lengthy. More importantly, similar
mechanisms are not vet available or
strongly enforced for many other loT
devices used in critical infrastructure.

High level of awareness is needed for
economic security. Future attacks may
target the indusirial base, supply chains,
utilities and automated infrastructure that
support national growth. A recent attack
on systems that monitor U5, gas stations'
fuel storage, reported by CNN is a case in
point.

As India moves toward becoming a
major global economy and digitally
empowered nation, the safery of critical
infrastructure cannot be treated merely
as a technical issue. It is a matter of
sovereignty, resilience and economic
security. India must embrace 10T, Al and
antomation, but it must do so with rust,
transparency and strong safeguards. The
need of the hour is stricter policy
enforcement, rigorous certification,
preference for trusted indigenous
technologies and continuous vigilance
across government and industry. The
question is not whether we should adopt
connected technologies, but whether we
are deployving them securely enough to
protect the nation's future.

(L.N. Rajaram is the National Division
Chairman, loT application in Government,
Public, and Private Organisations, loT
Society of India. He is also Co-Founder ,
Kritilabs Technologies Pvt. Lid. Chennai)
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India, U.S. draw up deal
on rare earth elements

Framework follows growing concerns over Chinas export controls of strategic metals; Australia,
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Japan join fellow Quad members in separate framework among the grouping on critical minerals

Eallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

n the sidelines of
0the lth Quad Fo-
reign  Ministers’

Meeting (FMM), India and
the United States on Tues-
day firmed up an impor-
tant framework for cooper-
ation in ensuring steady
supplies of critical miner-
als, in a move that follows
growing Cconcerns over
China's export controls of
rare earth minerals and
strategic metals vital for
technology supply chains.
“The Framework aims
to deepen India-U.S. coop-
eration across the critical
minerals and rare earths
supply chain, including
mining, processing, recy-
cling and related invest-
ments. It seeks to streng-
then resilient and
diversified supply chains,

Rare deal

The framework comes amid shortfall of eritical metals in global
marlaets after China imposed export curbs on rare earth elements

w:-f;

LI

Hin[ng ltriun The agreemenl folluws
continued India-l.5. engagements,
incleding India becoming a signatory 1o
the U.5.-led Pax Silica initiative. rEuTERS

while promoting collabora-
tion in financing and effec-
tive management of critical
minerals and rare earths
scrap,” said an announce-
ment on the “Framework”
titled “Securing of supply
in the mining and process-
ing of critical minerals and
rare earths”.

B | mplement
effective
management of
critical minerals and
rare sarths scrap

@ W Strengthen resilient
| and diversified
supply chains

B Pramote
collaboration in

fimancing

The understanding bet-
ween India and the UA.
has been under considera-
tion at least since Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's vi-
sit  to Washington in
February 2025, when se-
cure supply routes for crit-
ical minerals were consi-
dered a “shared strategic

priority”, said a official
press note.

A separate framework
on critical minerals was al-
s0 signed among the four
Quad nations — Australia,
India, Japan and the Unit-
ed States — which aims at
mobilising around $20 bil-
lion in government and
private-sector support to
establish  stable supply
chains for critical minerals.

The initiatives aim at
dealing with the shortfall
of critical metals in global
markets that intensified af-
ter China imposed export
controls on rare earth ele-
ments in 2025, after the
L5 imposition of tariffs
on a large number of
partner countries.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
EDITORIAL

» PAGE &

Phone No: 73739 11577 & 73739 11133




2)2s

Learn Beyond

KPR IAS Academy

Institute for IAS, IPS, IFS and TNPSC Exams

GS Paper III - Environment

No. 5, AKS Nagar, Near Gandhi Park, Coimbatore - 641 001

India’s energy strategy needs price correction

he Strait of Hormuz is no longer just a

geopalitical flashpaint; it has become

the fault line of the global energy

economy. As tensions in West Asia
continue to disrupt shipping through one of the
world's most critical maritime corridors,
countries across the globe are confronting a
harsh reality: energy security is now inseparable
from geopolitics. For India, which depends on
imparts for the overwhelming majority of its
crude oil needs, the crisis has exposed both the
strength of recent policy interventions and the
limits of shielding consumers indefinitely from
market realities.

The immediate impact of the conflict has been
visible in global crude markets. Brent prices have
surged sharply amid fears of prolonged
disruption to Gulf supplies, while freight costs
and marine insurance premiums have climbed w
multi-vear highs. Shipping routes are being
diverted around the Cape of Good Hope,
extending delivery timelines by weeks and
significantly increasing transportation expenses.
Global gas markets, too, remain under pressure
following disruptions linked o the shutdown of
key liquefied natural gas export infrastructure in
Qatar. Despite this turbulence, the crisis has not
hit Indian consumers as ferociously as it should
be o far. Petrol and diesel prices at Indian fuel
pumps have remained relatively stable, hovering
near £95 per litre in many cities, even as fuel
prices in several advanced economies rose
steeply, by about 25% on average. Petrol prices in
Germany and the United Kingdom have crossed
the equivalent of roughly 3220 and $204 per litre,
respectively, while Hong Kong continues to
record some of the world's highest fuel prices at
nearly 291 per litre, This stability is not a
coincidence. It has been achieved through an
extraordinary combination of state intervention,
supply diversification, and financial absorption
by public sector oil companies.

Interventions that come at a steep cost
Over the past few years, India has quietly built a
more resilient energy architecture, The country
expanded its sourcing basket beyond the Gulf,
increased strategic reserves, and strengthened
ties with suppliers in Russia, the United States,
West Africa, and the Atlantic basin. Union
Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri recently
reiterated that India’s crude supply position
remains secure despite disruptions around the
Strait of Hormuz, pointing to the country's
growing ability to source oil from non-Gulf origing
and maintain refinery throughput at high levels.
Taking advantage of the exit of the United Arab
Emirates {UAE) from the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries, India signed an
agreement with the UAE to store 30 millions of
crude oil in India‘s Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
The government's response since the latest

L4 -
Thiruvannatha-
puram 8§,
Ramakrishnan
Public policy expert

The petro
products price
hike is too little
and too late

escalation has been swift. Refineries were
directed to maximise LPG production to meet
rising domestic demand, especially given the
dramatic expansion of cooking gas access under
the Ujjwala scheme. LPG connections in India
have risen from roughly 14.5 crore in 2014 to
more than 33 crore today, fundamentally
transforming household energy consumption
patterns. Gas allocation was prioritised for
househalds, public transport networks, and
ferilizer plants to avoid cascading disruptions
across essential sectors, Domestic LPG
production was reportedly increased by nearly
50% during the peak of the crisis response, while
all 25 fertilizer plants continued receiving around
707% of their gas requirements to maintain
agricultural supply chains. Naval deployments in
the Gulf of Oman, diplomatic engagement with
multiple countries, and efforts to secure
alternative shipping arrangements underline how
serinusly India has treated the crisis. These
measures have bought the country valuable time.
But they have also come at a steep cost.

Pressures on oil firms

India's state-run Oil Marketing Companies (OMC)
are now operating under enormous financial
stress, selling fuel below markerlinked costs in
order to protect consumers from inflationary
shocks, Mr. Puri recently indicated that
under-recoveries could rise sharply if elevated
crude prices persist, with some estimates placing
daily losses near ¥700 crore-£800 crore during
peak volatility. The government has already
reduced excise duties and imposed temporary
export restrictions on refined fuels to retain
supplies within the domestic market.

This strategy may be politically prudent in the
short term, but is economically difficult to sustain
over a prolonged period. Energy subsidies of this
scale eventually srain public finances, weaken
the balance sheets of oil companies, and distort
market signals that encourage efficient energy
consumption.

The larger challenge s that India's
vulnerability is structural, not temporary. Nearly
every major sector of the economy - transpott,
lnygistics, aviation, manufacturing, agriculrure,
and fertilizers - remains heavily dependent on
imported fossil fuels. Even if India succeeds in
avoiding immediate shortages, it cannot remain
permanently insulated from a prolonged global
energy shock.

There are already signs that the government
recognises this reality. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's appeals for responsible energy use -
including reducing unnecessary travel,
conserving fuel, and encouraging remote work
where feasible - reflect an administration
preparing the public for a period of prolonged
uncertainty. Such messaging would have seemed
extraordinary only a few vears ago. Today, it

appears pragmatic. There is a strong argument
for calibrated correction. India has managed
inflation relatively effectively over the past decade
compared to many major écononmies, creating
some room for a measured increase in petroleum
prices without trigaering runaway inflation.
Consumer Price Index inflation remained
comparatively moderate in early 2026 - at
around 3.2% to 3.5% through the first four
months of the year - suggesting that limited price
rationalisation may still be economically
manageable. A gradual pass-through of global
energy costs would reduce the fiscal burden on
the state, stabilise ofl marketing companies, and
encourage more responsible consumption
patterms.

For now, India has demonstrated remarkable
agility in navigating one of the most serious
energy disruptions in modern history. Supplies
remain stable, panic has been avoided, and the
government has managed to shield ordinary
citizens from the worst immediate consequences.

The realities of a new energy era

But energy shocks of this scale eventually
demand economic realism. The true cost of fuel
cannot be deferred forever. India's challenge is no
longer merely surviving the crisis; it is preparing
the public and the economy for a world in which
energy security will remain fragile, contested,
and deeply political for years to come.

Recent reports suggest that Indian refiners
continue to diversify sourcing agaressively even
as global analysts warn that a prolonged Hormuz
disruption could widen India’s fiscal deficit and
weaken the rupee. That should serve asa
reminder that the situation is not a temparary
headline cycle. [t marks the beginning of a new
energy éra - ong in which resilience,
diversification, and conservation will matter as
much as diplomacy itself. The government has
raised petroleum product prices several times,
cumulatively by about 7. Yet, this piecemeal
approach neither matches international crude ofl
prices adequately nor meaningfully reduces the
burden on OMCs. Reports suggest that OMCs
continue to incur losses of 700 crore to 3800
crore a day, and that only an additional 13% hike,
beyond the existing 7%, would eliminate these
losses. It has also been reported that the
government has returned to adjusting fuel prices
in line with fluctuations in international crude oll
prices. However, frequent revisions create
uncertainty for consumers rying to manage
household and business budgets. Instead of
incremental increases, the government should
implement a one-time price hike of at least 13%
on perroleum products, including petrol, diesel,
and aviation turbine fuel. Such a move, though
difficult, would reduce uncertainty, stabilise OMC
finances, and allow prices to remain steady until
there is a significant shift in global crude prices.
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NCDs accounted for 60% of all deaths in 2022-2024

Nor-communicable diseases are increasingly becoming the major cause of death even among women and the rural population

| DATA POINT

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

ndia’s vouth mortality profile
l is shifting with Non-Commun-

icable Diseases (NCDs) being
the cause of 60% of all deaths in
the 2022-2024 reporting period,
according to the Sample Registra-
tion System (SRS) Statistical Report
2024, released this month. This
was an increase of 7.3 percentage
points compared with the 2015
2017 reporting period, when NCDs
were the cause of 52.8% of all
deaths {Chart 1).

Analysis showed that among the
NCDs, cardiovascular diseases
alone accounted for 32.1% of all
deaths in 20222024, which is
again an increase of five percen-
tage points compared with 27.1% in
20152017, The combined share of
communicable diseases, and ma-
ternal, perinatal and nutritional
conditions as the major cause of
death in India has meanwhile
come down from 22% in the 2015
2017 period to 19.7% In 2022-2024,

Age-grolip-wise data presented
in the Cause of Deaths in India:
20222024 report showed that
while cardiovascular diseases ac-
counted for 32.1% of all deaths
caused by NCDs, they accounted
for 37.3% in the 30-69 age group.
Health experts note that heart-re-
lated illnesses are increasingly af-
fecting adults in their 30s and 40s,
whichis a matter of concern as this
age group forms a large part of the
nation's workforce.

The fndings assume signifi-
cance as India is withessing a de-
cline in fertility rates. Several
Srates are already below the re-
placement fertility level of 2.1 chil-
dren per woman.

In the 2022-:2024 reporting pe-
riod, while 69.3% of deaths hap-
pened In the 55-plus age group,
those aged between 30 and 44 ac-
counted for 19.5% of deaths, mak-
ing premature deaths among
younger adults an economic and
social concern.

M
K

Analysis of the data over the
vears showed notable differences
between the rural and urban pop-
ulation and between men and wo-
men. NCDs were the cause of
654.8% of all deaths in urban areas
while they accounted for only
58.8% of all deaths in rural areas.
Similarly, NCDs accounted for
G2.3% of all deaths among men
and 56.9% among women. Howey-
er, the trend of NCDs becoming
the major cause of death is clearly
visible even among the rural popu-
lation and women (Chart 2).

After cardiovascular diseases,
the top causes of death in the 2022.
2024 reporting period included
cancer and other neoplasms, res-
piratory diseases, digestive diseas-
es and respiratory infections, each
accounting for more than 5% of all
deaths (Table 1).

The report suggests that India is
now experiencing an epidemiolog-
ical transition similar to that seen
in many middle- and high-income
countries, where chronic illnesses
dominate mortality trends. At the
same tme, infections diseases
continue to remain a challenge,
creating what public health ex-
perts deseribe as a “double bur-
den” of disease.

Suicide remains the leading
cause of death among the 15-29 age
group (Table 1). Suicides account-
ed for 19% of deaths in this age
group, compared with 16.3% in
20152017, The rise in suicides
points to growing mental health
pressures, including unemploy-
ment, academic stress, financial
difficulties, and social isolation.

The report also showed stark
differences between the group of
eight States — Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand - which were
identified for special focus for the
Government under its Empo-
wered Action Group (EAG) along
with Assam and other States
(Chart 3). In EAG States and As-
sanmy, NCDs accounted for 53.9% of
all deaths compared with 63.5%
for other States.

Cause
for concern

The data for the charts were sourced from
Sample Registration System — Statistical
Reports and Causes of Deaths in India
Reports. In the charts, EAG reflers to
‘empowened action group

-

CHART 1: Major causes for deaths in India over reporting periods
from 2015-2017 onwards

100%

TABLE 1: Top 10 causes of deaths among all age
groups, and in the 15-29 and 30-69 age groups in India

Symptoms, signs and il-defined conditions Allages | Age 15-29 | Age 30-69
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Give prosecution immunity
to Chambal guards, says SC

Top court asks Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan to consider granting it for any bona fide

actions taken against miners in the line of duty: Bench seeks report from States by next hearing

KErishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
lerected Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pra-

desh and Rajasthan on
Tuesday to consider im-
munity from prosecution
for forest guards serving
on the frontline in the bat-
tle to protect Chambal
against llegal sand miners.
The court said the States
should examine the need
to notify prosecution im-
munity for their forest
guards under Section 218
(3) of the Bharativa Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita for any
bona fide actions taken
against miners in the line
of duty. The inmunity is
the same as the one afford-
ed to the armed forces.
The court sought a re-
port from the States by the
next hearing.
The direction passed by
a Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
sent a clear message to the
three States that frontline
forest officials should not
fear prosecution under law
while fighting the lawless.
The order, pronounced
by Justice Mehta, con-
tained a series of direc
tions to push back against
the rampant illegal mining

Guarding the guards

The court issued the direction for immunity from prosecution
under Section 218{3} of the Bharatfya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

COURT'S SUPPORT

= Forest guards working
In dangeraus ant-mining
‘operations should not
hesitate to act because
of fear of later criminal
prosecution

= Court passad the ardar
using extraordinary
powers undar Article

142 of the Canstitution -
deing "complete justice”
in any pending case

= Court directad
Installation of CCTW
based carpet surveillance

o

= The case concerns illegal sand
extraction inside the National
Chambal Gharial Sanctuary, an

—
THE BACKGROUND

B Ordar comaes after two forest
guards were brutally killed by miners
in Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan

and Live monitoring

ecologically sensitive habitat

which is destroying the Na-
tional Chambal gharial
sanctuary and its fragile
ECOSYSLEMm.

The court's direction
was also a response to the
brutal murders of forest
guards by sand miners in
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

Harikesh Gurjar, a forest
guard, was crushed under
a muck by sand miners
while trying to halt an ille-
gal mining operation in
Morena district of Madhya
Pradesh on April 8. Jiten-
dra  Singh  Shekhawat,
another forest guard sta-

toned at Dholpur district
in Rajasthan, was run over
while trying to stop min-
ers’ vehicles from getting
away.

In April, on learning
about the deaths of the for-
est guards, a frustrated
apex court had said it
would order the deploy-
ment of paramilitary fore-
es in the Chambal area un-
less the three States took
“concrete  measures” o
stop the miners.

The court had observed
that the apathy shown by
the States reeked of tacit
connivance and helpless-

ness in the face of the “su-
perior firepower” and acts
of lawlessness of  the
miners.

The Bench urgently
sought a response from the
three States on a news re-
port that sand mining was
continuing unabated. The
court listed the case for
hearing on May 29

In a series of directions
passed under Article 142 of
the Constitution to ensure
“complete justice and to
ensure environmental and
statutory safeguards in the
affected regions” of the
Chambal sanctuary, the
court ordered the States to
take immediate steps to
augment the field level en-
forcement officers in their
forest departments o ef-
fect protection, surveil-
lance and patrolling of the
affected regions.

The recruitment pro-
cess must be completed
and vacancies filled within
a vear. The Chief Secretar-
ies have to file compliance
reports in the court.

The court directed the
States to establish carpet
surveillance of the protect-
ed areas through installa-
tion of CCTY cameras and
live streaming. “The pro-
cess should be undertaken
on a war-footing,” it said.
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SC to examine if law
is diluting the count
of wetlands in India

Erishnadas Raj al
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to exa-
mine a challenge to the
constitutional validity of
the definition of ‘wetlands’
in the Wetlands {Conserva-
fon and Management)
Rules, 2017 for arbitrarily
excluding most human-
made, artificial, and histor-
ically developed wetlands
from environmental pro-
tection and diluting ac-
countability through de-
centralised oversight.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant issued formal notice
to the Union government
on a petition filed jolntdy by
a group of environmental
activists and professionals
led by Ravindra Sinha that
the definition of ‘wetlands’
in Bule 2(g) of the 2017 law
was inconsistent with In-
dia’s binding international
obligations under the Ram-
sar Convention, 1571,

The Convention ex-
pressly included both nat-
ural and artificial wet-
lands, whether permanent
or emporary, without dis-
tinction, senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan
and advocate Anindita Mi-
tra submitted for the
petitioners.

“The definition under
the 2017 Rules will have the
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The term ‘wetlands’
in Rule 2(g) of the
2017 law goes against
India’s obligations
under the Ramsar
Convention: petition

disastrous impact of 39 hu-
man-made wetlands, out
of a total of 94 Ramsar
Convention wetlands locat-
ed in India losing their sta-
tus as protected wetlands.
By carving out exclusions
for waterbodies construct-
ed for drinking water, irri-
gation, aquaculture, salt
production, — recreation,
and allied purposes, the
Rule has the effect of re-
moving a substantial ma-
jority of India's wetlands
from the protective frame-
work of environmental
law.* the petitioners
submitted.

The dilution witnessed
in the 2017 Rules violated
the principle of non-re
gression, which prohibits
governments from  wea-
kening an existing legal
protection.

The 2017 Rules has also
departed from the proven
manner of identification
and recording of wetlands
in national wetland inven-
tories based on their func-
tional characteristics, rath-
er than their origin, that is,
human-made or narural.
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Yasudevan Mukunth

new study in JGR Solid Earth has
A suggested that climate change is

changing the distribution of
water and ice in a way that may be
affecting how long one day is on the
earth more dramatically than scientists
expected.

The study’s authors, from Austria and
Switzerland, analysed palacoclimate
records going back 3.6 million years
along with a new deep-learning method
to understand how the sea levels
changed over time.

Just as a spinning skater can slow
down by extending their arms, changes
in the distribution of water betweean the
oceans and the ice sheets can, in small
ways, alter how fast the earth rotates.

Scientists have long known that the
moon, the earth's atmosphere, and even
processes deep underground influence
the length of day. The contribution of
climate change howevar remains pooarly
understaad.

In the study, the researchers
combined climate models with proxies
for the earth’s past climate, including
geological evidence from fossils, to
estimate the sea level at various points
of time since the Late Pliocene epach.
According to the team, modern climate
change may be increasing the length of
day at a rate among the fastest in the
last 3.6 million years: around 1.33 ms per
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Sea level: hands on a skater

Scientists have long known that the moon, the
earth’s atmosphere, and even processas deep
underground influence the length of day. Wisa

century. That is roughly 13 microseconds
per year. This is just the climate-induced
component of the change. At this pace, it
would take around 75,000-80,000 years
one day to become one second longer.
Of course, in the meantime, the rate at
which a day is lengthening may also
increase.
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